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\ JJ 1 ™? NATIONS (R) — Secretary-General Boutros 
Gfaah said on Sunday be would delay implementing the oil- 
for-food plan for Iraq because of the deteriorating situation in 
die north. The U.N. secretary-general, in a statement, said he 
would postpone deploying certain personnel who were nec- 
essary to supervise the implementation of Resolution 986 
which sets out conditions for the plan. The programme had 
been expected to go into effect shortly after Dr. Ghali had 
assured the Security Council that all arrangements were in 
place. The oil-for-food plan allows Iraq to sell $3 billion 
worth of petroleum over six months to purchase food medi- 
cine and other goods for its people suffering under sanctions 
imposed after Baghdad’s troops invaded Kuwait in August 
1990- Iraq, according to U.S. officials, amassed TO 000- 
40,000 troops this week in northern Kurdish provinces and 
captured the city of Eitoil, expelling one Kurdish faction and 
ingalling a rival group more favourable to Baghdad 

Volume 21 Number 6315 






[imm 

imes 


An independent Arab political fay ptifisheSfiy^^Jordan Press Foundation 

iijjVI UavaII ^ IjumImm j-i* ijlj jy t 


AMMAN MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1996, RABI n, 18, 1417 


NEW DESTINATIONS TO 

MILAN 

Starting from 1st November 1996 
Every Friday Nonstop 
For More information please call 678321 
Or your Travel Agent 

ROVALJORDAN1AN &U*h 

YOUR WINDOW ON THE WORLD 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 




W- 

§*&* * r 


Baghdad announces withdrawal 
of its forces from Kurdish areas 

Talabani fighters pushed out of Erbil; fighting near Sulaimaniyeh 
amid opposition claims of executions and ‘no-fly’ zone violations 

Combined agency dispatches Kurdish north and threat- ~ Z : ~ 

iraqi president sad- zts %£ && Jordan denies report of planned 

dam Hussein has ordered ington intervened. A. 

that the armed forces President Bill Clinton i 1 jftTTf'lfMla 1 

deployment of U.S. fighter planes 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQI PRESIDENT Sad- 
dam Hussein has ordered 
that the armed forces 
should pull back from areas 
captured during an opera- 
tion in Iraq's Kurdish north, 
staterrun television said 
reporting a cabinet meeting 
held late on Sunday. 

“The defence minister 
told the conferees that Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein, 
commander-in-chief of the 
armed forces, has issued 
orders to him to return Iraqi 
units to their former posi- 
tions.'’ the television said, 
quoting General Sultan 
Has him Ahmad. 

The official news agency 
of Iran (IRNA), quoting 
Kurdish sources, earlier 
said Iraq and its Kurdish 
ally, the Kurdistan Democ- 
ratic Party (KDP), had cap- 
tured Sulaimaniyeh, near 
the Iranian border, Sunday. 

But Jalal Talabani, leader 
of the rival Kurdish faction 
Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK) denied the report 
and said only that the sur- 
rounding area was being 
shelled. 

Iraqi troops and the KDP 
seized Erbil, the mate city 
in Iraqi Kurdistan, from the 
PUK in fighting Saturday 
which left at least 100 peo- 
ple dead. U.N. and other 
sources said. 

The United States, which 
has declared northern Iraq a 
safe haven for the Kurds 
since the 1991 Gulf war, 
warned it would respond to 
Iraq's biggest military 
action in five years. 

Baghdad said it helped 
KDP fighters capture 1 Erbil 
in a bid to defend its sover- 
eignty against Iran’s sup- 
port for the PUK. but had 
pledged it would withdraw 
“very soon” from the region 
and denied reports it had 
attacked Sulaimaniyeh. 

Iraq warned the United 
States to keep out of its 


Kurdish north and threat- 
ened to turn the area into 
another Vietnam if Wash- 
ington intervened. 

President Bill Clinton 
placed U.S. forces in the 
region on high alert on Sat- 
urday. 

“The Iraqi air force is 
now bombing our forces in 
a village which is close to 
Erbil. The Iraqi aircraft 
have crossed the 36th paral- 
lel and are attacking our 
forces in this village^' Mr. 
Talabani told radio France 
Internationale early Sun- 
day. 

He said Hassani village 
was inside the air-exclusion 
zone Western allies 
imposed on northern Iraq 
after the 1991 Gulf war. 

Mr. Talabani said areas 15 
kilometres from his north- 
east stronghold of 
Sulaimanieh came under 
heavy shelling on Sunday 
but not the city itself. 

A senior U.N. official told 
Reuters in Baghdad that 
Iraqi troops, reinforced in 
the past few weeks, were 
holding positions outside 
Jemjal, a sizeable Kurdish 
town about 60 kilometres 
west of Sulaimanieh. 

An opposition Iraqi 
National Congress lINC) 
spokesman said from Lon- 
don that Iraqi Swiss-made 
Pilatus planes had attacked 
the town of Bustaneb, 20 
kilometres east of Erbil. 

There was no independent 
confirmation that Iraq had 
deployed its air force. 

The INC spokesman said 
special intelligence units, 
armed with lists of names, 
were hunting opposition 
figures in Erbil. 

“All of the buildings and 
facilities of the INC have 
been visited by the intelli- 
gence troops,” the 
spokesman said. “Comput- 
ers and files were taken 
away and the buildings 
were blown up.” 

The INC alleged that 


By a Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan on Sunday rejected a tele- 
vision report that an American air force will be 
deployed in the Kingdom in tbe wake of the Iraqi 
troop movements in northern Iraq and reaffirmed 
Amman's position that it would not allow Jor- 
danian te r rit ory to be used for military operations 
against Iraq. 

In a statement carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Peba, Information Minister Marwan 
Muasher refuted a report carried by Cable News 
Network (CNN) that Jordan would accept an 
American request to use Jordanian territories as 
a springboard fee air attacks against Iraq- 

Ill a separate comment, Dr. Muasher also 
described as '‘untrue” the repot by tbe CNN's 
Pentagon correspondent that an American air 
force unit of 34 fighter planes would be deployed 
in Jordan. 

Tbe CNN report from Washington had said 
that “an expeditionary force of 34 additional air- 
craft is preparing to deploy to a forward base in 
Jordan. They could leave as early as tonight." 

According to the report, no decision has been 
taken by foe U.S. defence secretary to respond 
militarily to Iraqi operations in northern Iraq. 

The report came shortly before foe Iraqi gov- 
ernment announced that it had ordered foe with- 
drawal of its aimed forces from northern Kur- 
dish areas after joining forces with a Kurdish 
rebel faction and seizing foe town of Erbil - 

Earlier Sunday in Amman , Rime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti said the events in Iraq 


highlighted the weakness of that country at this 
point in time and, in a reference to Iran, foal Jor- 
dan had repeatedly warned against tbe possibili- 
ty of foreign intervention there. 

“Iraq’s weakness and the suffering of its peo- 
ple have opened the doors wide for regional 
mterference in the country’s affairs,” Mr Kabar- 
iti said 

Speaking after a visit to Parliament where be 
met with foe speakers of the Senate and tbe 
Lower House, Mr. Kabariti said* “Tbe current 
events in northern Iraq confirm what His 
Majesty King Hussein has been warning against 
— the confusion in northern Iraq opens foe door 
wide for foreign powers' intervention in the 
country's internal affairs.” 

Referring to Iranian military incursions into 
Iraqi territory, Mr Kabariti said: “These forces 
are backing some of the warring factions inside 
Iraq and serve as a living proof that Iraq’s weak- 
ness and the suffering of its people are foe root 
cause of these developments.” 

“We have to leam a lesson from this situation,” 
added Mr. Kabariti, who reiterated Jordan's con- 
tinued support far efforts aimed at ending the 
suffemgrtif the Iraqi people. 

An official source told (he Jordan Times on 
Saturday that Jordan was keeping a close watch 
over die situation in Iraq but had no intention to 
intervene in tbe Kingdom’s eastern neighbour 
“It is totally out of the question,” said the 
source when asked whether Jordan would inter- 
fere in Iraq. “We have no intention to intervene 
in Iraq.” 


Baghdad’s forces overran 
an opposition camp in 
Qushtapa near Erbil and 
executed 96 former Iraqi 
soldiers who had defected 
to fight against President 
Saddam. 

“They were actually exe- 
cuted after-capture as a kind 
of warning," the spokesman 
said. 

Iraq said earlier on Sun- 
day it would withdraw its 
troops from Erbil. Washing- 
ton expressed scepticism. 

But a senior KDP official 
in the northern Iraqi town 


of Zakho said Baghdad had 
already pulled more than 
half its forces out of Erbil. 
“About 40.000 Iraqi sol- 
diers bad entered. A large 
portion of that — more 
than half of them — have 
withdrawn.” Husameddin 
Mohammed told Reuters. 

Washington reiterated its 
warnings to Baghdad but 
declined to be drawn on 
how it would actually 
respond. 

White House Chief of 
Staff Leon Panetta said on 
NBC Television that a team 


of high-ranking U.S. offi- 
cials was likely to be sent 
shortly to the region for 
talks with U.S. allies there. 
He gave no details. 

“There will be a 
response," Mr. Panetta said. 
“Saddam Hussein contin- 
ues to remain a threat to his 
own people and to the 
region and we have made it 
clear that this is unaccept- 
able. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat-Netanyahu meeting 
reportedly expected soon 

‘Secret’ contacts said to be on the 
verge of breakthrough in peace talks 


Egypt links MENA 
summit to Israel’s 
pullout from Hebron 


wm&y ' 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat could 
meet as soon as Monday 
following secret meetings 
by their top aides in Tel 
Aviv, sources said Sunday. 

Palestinians have com- 
plained bitterly over Mr. 
Netanyahu’s failure to meet 
with Mr. Arafat since taking 
office in June. 

A Palestinian source 
close to Mr. .Arafat said 
Mahmoud Abbas, Arafat’s 
second-in-command, and 
Netanvahu advisor Dore 
Gold were to meet Sunday 
night — their third meeting 
in three days — in hopes of 
setting a date for an Arafat- 
Netanyahu summit* 

Netanvahu spokesman 
Shai Bazak declined to 
comment on the reports, 
also carried by Israeli 
media. 

Earlier Sunday, Mr. 
Netanvahu — who once 
said he would never meet 
with the Palestine Litera- 
tion Orcunisauon (PLUJ 
leader - said he would 


meet with Mr. Arafat when 
the situation warranted it. 

“This meeting is not 
dependent on dates,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said on Israel 
Television. "It is dependent 
on specific developments 
which I hope are in the 
making. This means that 
when the developments 
happen, there will be a 1 
meeting. There are con- 
tacts.” 

Ahmad Tibi, a close 
Arafat confidante, said 
there was no longer a 
debate over whether the 
two leaders would meet, 
but only over the content of 
the meeting. 

Mr, Arafat and other 
Palestinian leaders have 
complained that meetings 
between Mr. Gold and Mr. 
Abbas were inconsequen- 
tial and that Israel has not 
taken steps to advance the 
peace process. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s gov- 
ernment has antagonised 
the Palestinians- with its 
refusal to commit to Israel’s 
overdue troop pullout from 
Hebron, its approval of die 
expansion of Jewish settle- 


ments. and its tough poli- 
cies on disputed East 
Jerusalem— including the 
demolition last week of a 
Palestinian youth centre 
Israel claimed was built 
illegally. 

"There are those who 
think. I think, that the 
peace process is the open- 
ing of hearts," Mr. Tibi said 
on Israel Television. “Oth- 
ers think the peace process 
is the closing of offices and 
the reopening of (signed) 
agreements." 

A source said Mr. Gold 
and Mr. Abbas were meet- 
ing in the Tel Aviv home of 
Terje Larsen, the Norwe- 
gian mediator who was 
instrumental in opening the 
secret "Oslo channel” 
between Israel and the PLO 
that led to their historic 
1993 peace agreement Mr. 
Larsen, the United Nations 
coordinator for the Pales- 
tinians, confirmed that Mr. 
Gold and Mr. Abbas were 
meeting, hit would not 
comment on where or the 

contents of those meetings. 

(Continued on page 7) 


ALEXANDRIA (Agencies) 
— Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa said Sunday that Egypt 
would not convene a regional 
economic conference set for 
November in Cairo unless 
Israel carried out its delayed 
withdrawal from Hebron. 

Mr. Musa said the third 
Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic confer- 
ence was discussed in a meet- 
ing . here earlier Sunday 
between Israeli Foreign Min- 
ister David Levy and Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. 

“It is unimaginable to con- 
ceive that the economic con- 
ference will take place before 
a withdrawal from Hebron,” 
Ml Musa told a joint news 
conference with Ml Levy. 

“If (Israel and the Palestini- 
ans) reach an agreement on a 
Hebron pullout and that 
accord is not implemented, it 
will not be enough,” he said. 

“Progress must be made on 
the ground. Progress is not in 
words alone,” Mr. Musa said 

“Our position continues to 
be the same as expressed by 
President Mubarak a week 
ago," when he threatened to 
scrap foe conference unless 
Israel makes concrete 
progress towards the peace 
process, Mr. Musa said. 

“We cannot speak of 


regional cooperation when 
the peace process is paral- 
ysed. It is unthinkable,” Me 
Musa said. 

“T have heard today Ml 
Levy say that he expected 
progress in the discussions 
underway with die Palestini- 
ans. If there is progress we 
will consider it a (good) sign 
but it will nek be enough," he 
said “Everything depends on 
the implementation (of foe 
agreements), not only on talks 
or on foe establishment of 
committees or commissions, ” 
Mr. Musa said 

The Egyptian foreign min- 
ister also slammed Israel over 
its settlement policies, saying 
it impeded tbe peace process. 

“The building of settle- 
ments is a very serious mis- 
take and it constitutes a seri- 
ous blow to the peace 
process," Mr. Musa said 

Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdul Meguid 
Sunday called for serious 
progress on Arab-Xsraeli 
peace to ensure a successful 
MENA 

Ml Levy said, meanwhile, 
he expected Israel and foe 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA) to reach an agree- 
ment in coming days to 
unblock their stalled peace 
negotiations. 


Kabariti reaffirms commitment to 
closely cooperating with legislature 

Deputy says premier promised to free 
all but 30 detainees held after riots 


By Tareq Moraani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Sunday reiterated his govern- 
ment’s keen interest in maintaining close 
cooperation with Parliament with a view to 
strengthening the domestic front and giving 
momentum to the country's socio-econom- 
ic development programmes. 

After meeting separately with foe speak- 
ers of the Upper and the Lower Houses of 
Parliament Ahmad Lawzi and Sa’d Hayel 
Srour, Mr. Kabariti told reporters: “Cooper- 
ation between the legislative and executive 
authorities is provided under the Constitu- 
tion. The government is totally committed 
to such cooperation 

Mr. Lawzi said he discussed with Mr. 
Kabariti means to consolidate Jordan's role 
at the Arab and international levels to help 
achieve the country's aspirations. 

Mr. Srour said Sunday's meeting was part 
of consultations between foe executive and 
legislative authorities. 

“We discussed foe subject of people 
detained in the wake of the recent riots in 
foe south and the prime minister stressed 
that all the detainees will be freed except 
those who were involved in sabotage activ- 
ities," said Mr. Srour. “Those found to have 
taken part in sabotage activities will be 
prosecuted,” the speaker quoted Mr. Kabar- 
iti as saying. 

Mr. Srour said he and Mr. Kabariti also 
discussed the new election law. He quoted 
the prime minister as affirming that foe 
draft legislation was under study and. would 
soon be sent to Parliament. 

Bassam Eraoush, chairman of foe Public 
Freedoms Committee in foe Lower House, 
who attended the meeting between Mr. 
Kabariti' and Mr. Srour, said the prime min- 
ister had promised foal “by today (Mon- 
day)" all those held in connection with the 
unrest in foe south would be released 


except 30, who will be prosecuted for their 
involvement in sabotage actions.” 

Those expected to be tried include mem- 
bers of the (pro-Iraq) Jordanian Arab 
Socialist Baath Party and foe Jordan 
Democratic People's Party, which is 
believed to be linked to foe Democratic 
Front for foe Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP). 

Mr. Emoush. a member of the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) party, described Sun- 
day's meeting as positive. 

“We are waiting for the prime minister to 
give us foe names of foe detainees and foe 
charges against them as well as those who 
are missing,” he said. 

The prime minister “admitted that those 
reported missing are being interrogated by 
foe concerned security services," the deputy 
added. Mr. Srour said foe prime minister 
had also promised to arrange for foe Public 
Freedoms Committee to visit foe detainees. 

Opposition deputies meanwhile contin- 
ued to level charges that foe government 
was responsible for foe unrest in the south. 

They said after a meeting that “there can 
be no solution except with foe cancellation 
of foe government's decision to lift subsi- 
dies and foe raise in fo.e price of bread.” 
They also expressed concern over the fate 
of the detainees. Mr. Emoush said- the 
opposition group plans to visit the General 
Intelligence Department on Tuesday to 
inquire about foe detainees. 

He also renewed foe opposition’s demand 
that the government should resign and that 
“genuine” reforms should be Introduced 
. A statement issued by the opposition 
group in Parliament, members of political 
parties, trade unions and representatives of 
other groups demanded that the govern- 
ment should resign for “failing to handle 
foe country's affairs ” 

It demanded an immediate release of all 
detainees and a reversal of foe govern- 
ment's decision on subsidies. 


Deputy Ammarin ‘resigns,’ says no 
reconciliation made with premier 


By Ayman AJ Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Karak Deputy Nazih 
Ammarin on Sunday resigned from foe 
Lower House of Parliament in protest 
against whai he described as foe “insult" 
he received from Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti during foe unrest in 
Karak Aug. 1 6 and the “disregard" 
which foe government has been showing 
towards the legislature. 

“My decision is final. The prime min - 
ister insulted me, the House and my gov- 
ernorate. That makes it impossible for 
me to remain in foe House,” which, he 
said, did not take proper action against 
the government 

“The government does not want any- 
body to speak up, and the House is paral- 
ysed," contended Dr. Ammarin, who 
represents one of foe two Christian seats 
allocated for Karak Govemorate. Karak 
is represented in the House by seven 
lawmakers. 

Dr. Ammarin, who is among foe 23- 
member parliamentary group that 
expressed the strongest opposition to the 
government over die lifting of subsidy 
for bread, clashed with Mr. Kabariti dur- 
ing the riots that erupted in the south 
over foe issue on Aug. 16. 

The verbal clash took place after Dr. 
Ammarin was accused of taking part in 
the riots. Dr. Ammarin told foe Jordan 
Times then that foe premier had threat- 
ened and used severe language with him 
when foe two talked over the phone. 

But the government later denied that 
the conversation took place in foe con- 
text Dr. Ammarin described, and, 
according to information available, Mr. 
Kabariti and Dr. Ammarin subsequently 
met in foe presence of House Speaker 
Sa’d Hayel Srour and other senior secu- 
rity officials at foe office of foe director, 
of" the Public Security Department. 

But Dr. Ammarin denied that a recon- 
ciliation was achieved during that meet- 
ing, "to which . I was summomned and 
(during which) I was threatened again." 

Mr. Srour told foe Jordan Times yester- 
day that Dr. Ammarin was not sum- 
moned to foe meeting, which he bad 
arranged in order to resolve foe dispute. 

“Dr. Ammarin was not threatens (at 
the meeting). I will not accept that a 
deputy be threatened in my presence,”, 
tbe House speaker said, adding that he 
had personally asked Dr. Ammarin to 


come to Amman from Karak to explain 
his position after reports said that he was 
involved in the riots. 

During foe meeting with Mr. Kabariti, 
Mr. Srour said. Dr. Ammarin stressed 
that he did not incite the rioters and that 
be tried to mediate and calm the situation 
at the request of Karak Governor 
Badreddin A1 Wadi an, while foe “picture 
foe prime minister had was that (foe 
deputy.) was directly involved in foe 
riots.” 

“I arranged foe meeting so that the sit- 
uation could be cleared,” said Mr. Srour. 
“We did all that we could to redress the 
situation." 

The Karak deputy, who withheld confi- 
dence from the government when it took 
office in February and opposed its deci- 
sion to lift bread and fodder subsidies, 
yesterday reiterated his accusations that 
the government is clamping down on 
democratic freedoms and did not spare 
foe House, which, he said, failed to ful- 
fill its duties. 

He said that in addition to the premier. 
Minister of Post and Telecommunica- 
tion Jamal Saraireh, also a Karak deputy, 
had threatened him when- the two 
clashed over the Karak riots. 

Mr. Saraireh, in an interview with a 
weekly newspaper at the weekend, 
denied the accusation and charged Dr. 
Ammarin with “lying" about foe latter’s 
role in the riots. 

Mr. Srour said that while he heard of 
Dr. Amm arm's resignation through the 
press, he had not received it officially. 

The resignation will have to be 
approved or rejected by foe House, 
which is currently in its summer recess, 
when it convenes in its ordinary session 
in October. 

A source close to Dr. Ammar in told foe 
Jordan Times yesterday that while foe 
deputy “was indeed under pressure to 
make a political move at tins stage, in 
view of the continuing flow of recrimi- 
nations in foe press between him and foe 
government as well as demands from 
opposition figures among his con- 
stituents against reconciliation with the 
premier, it is nevertheless wrong from 
turn to resign.” 

The source, who asked not to be iden- 
tified, said Dr, Ammarin had asked an 
audience with His Majesty foe King, and 
“pending a reply to his request he 
should have just waited; not resigned” 
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Arafat accelerates 


release of detainees 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat ordered the release 
this weekend of more than 
80 opponents of the peace 
process who were jailed fol- 
lowing a spate of suicide 
attacks against Israelis, a 
Palestinian official said 
Sunday. 

Fn all. 84 detainees were 
freed Saturday from jails in 
the West Bank towns of 
Bethlehem, Jenin. Nablus 
and Tulkarem, marking the 
single biggest wave of 
releases of militants since 
the crackdown began in 
March, said Azzam A1 
Ahmad, public works min- 
ister in Mr. Arafat's self-rule 
government. 

"The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) has decid- 
ed to release ail detainees 
who have no charges pend- 
ing against them." he said. 

Officials declined to say 
how many of the hundreds 
of militants arrested follow- 
ing the suicide attacks in 
February and March 
remained in PNA jails, but 
they were believed to num- 


ber fewer than 200. 

Saturday’s releases came 
amid a series of moves by 
Mr. Arafat to calm Palestin- 
ian popular frustration with 
his lack of success in keep- 
ing up the pace of the peace 
process since the right-wing 
government of Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
came to power in Israel in 
June. 

They also followed grow- 
ing concern both among 
Palestinians and intern- 
ational human rights groups 
over torture and other abuses 
by Palestinian police. 

To counter these charges, 
the PNA was due to sign an 
agreement with the 
International Red Cross later 
Sunday which would open 
all PN A jails to unrestricted 
inspection by Red Cross 
officials, officials said 
Palestinian officials in Jenin 
told AFP that 22 members of 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) and Islamic 
Jihad were released from 
the town’s jail on Saturday. 

Police officials told the 
Palestinian daily newspaper 


AJ Ayyam. which is close to 
the PNA. that a further 36 
prisoners were released in 
Nablus and 14 in Tulkarem, 
all suspected members of 
Hamas or Islamic Jihad. 
General AJhmed Eid. Bethle- 
hem police chief, told AI 
Ayyam that 12 detainees 
had been released there on 
Saturday “on orders from 
President Arafat" and that he 
had been ordered to wrap up 
investigations on the 
remaining militants in his 
jail so those with no charges 
pending could be freed soon. 

After the lasr four suicide 
bombings in February and 
March which killed 58 peo- 
ple plus the bombers. Israel 
said it would freeze the 
autonomy process unless 
Mr. Arafat cracked down on 
the armed opposition move- 
ments. 

Up to 900 militants were 
reported held at the height of 
the crackdown, but the PNA 
has been gradually releasing 
those found innocent of any 
specific crimes over recent 
weeks, including a number 
of top Hamas figures. 


Iran slams German ‘insult’ 
over Bani-Sadr testimony 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
Iran's Parliamentary 
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq 
Nun launched a scathing 
attack against Germany on 
Sunday for allowing a for- 
mer iranian president to 
testify' in a trial on the 1992 
murder of four Kurdish 
leaders in Berlin. 

“Do you understand what 
you are doing? In hearing 
false testimony from a 
deposed president accused 
or hijacking a plane you 
are supporting terrorism,” 
die speaker said angrily 
during a session of the par- 
liament. ’This' is an insult 
to Iranian ^bple.'” 

A court in Berlin, sus- 
pecting Iranian leaders' 
involvement in the murder 
of the four Iranian Kurdish 
opposition figures, invited 
Abolhassan Bani Sadr to 
testify during the trial of an 
Iranian and four Lebanese 
charged with carrying out 
the killings in September 
1992. 

The former president, 
who lives in exile in Paris, 
implicated Iran's para- 
mount leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei and President 
Ali Akbar Hushemi Raf- 
sanjani in the assassination 
in a restaurant in Berlin. 

German authorities have 
already issued a warrant fur 
the arrest of Iran’s Intelli- 
gence Minister Ali Falluhi- 
an. 

The charges have strained 
relations between Iran and 
its top trade partner Ger- 
many. which is j staunch 
supporter of dialogue with 
Iran despite efforts by ihe 
United States to isolate the 


Islamic republic. 

"The German authorities 
are behaving like an 
ostrich. On the one hand 
they organise a campaign 
against the Iranian people, 
while they say they favour 
dialogue with Iran," Mr. 
Nateq Nuri said. 

“We want a dialogue with 
you but that doesn't mean 
we need you,” he added, 
charging that European 
countries “have become a 
haven for terrorists who 
launched deadly attacks 
against Iranian ’leadens. 

Iran 1 has requested Ger- 
many to extradite Mr. Bani 
Sadr for his alleged hijack- 
ing of a plane used to flee 
the country in 1981. 

After being deposed, Mr. 
Bani-Sadr briefly sided 
with Iran's main ’ armed 
opposition group which 
launched a violent cam- 
paign to topple the Shiite 
Muslim authorities in Iran. 

The German weekly Der 
Spiegel quoted a report by 
German federal police as 
accusing the Tehran gov- 
ernment of sponsoring acts 
of terrorism abroad. 

“U cun be assumed that 
no operation takes place 
without the approval and 
involvement of the Iranian 
foreign ministry and the 
embassies and consulates 
in place.’’ Der Spiegel 
quoted the report as saying. 
“We are dealing with 
organised crime at the high- 
est level. Behind all these 
crimes is a sovereign state 
with its entire logistical 
capabilities." Der Spiegel 
further quoted the report as 
saving. 


Bahrain 
frees 100 


MANAMA (AP) — Scores of 
opposition activists have been 
freed from detendon on orders 
from Sheikh Isa Ben Salman AJ 
Khalifa, Bahrain’s ruler, a govern- 
ment source said Saturday. 

The source, who did not wont to 
be identified, said nearly a 100 
activists were released Friday "to 
give them a chance to overcome 
the mistakes of the past and return 
to society' to live as good citizens." 
Authorities in Bahrain have 
rounded up hundreds of activists 
saw a violent 

opposition campaign began in 
December 1 994 to press demands 
for ' pofiticaJ and social , reforrtjs' 
The government does not cbn> 
mere on ihe ,l Jitesi or release bf 
activists, but'lfts known to have 
freed many in small batches. It has 
also put scores of activists on trial 
before an emergency court set up 
in March to deal with trie opposi- 
tion. 



KURDS JUBILANT IN BAGHDAD: An Iraqi-Kurd (right) gives the victory sign with 
other Iraqis during a demonstration in Baghdad on Sunday. U.S. forces in the region have 
been put-on a high alert status after Iraqi troops and Kurdish fighers from the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party iKDPl seized control of the northern Iraqi town of Erbil (sec page one) 
(Reuters photo) 


Qadhafi opens ‘man-made river’ 
and vows never to bow to U.S. 


GARBOULA, Libya 
(Agencies) — Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi 
vowed on Saturday never to 
surrender to U.S. pressure, 
saying a huge man-made 
river project in his countiy 
was proof that his country 
was concerned with devel- 
opment and peace. 

“The world can see that 
we are making life with 
water,” Colonel Qadhafi 
said at the inauguration of a 
new phase of his “Great 
Man-made River” project 
25 kilometres southeast of 
Tripoli. 

“This is the biggest 
answer to America and all 
the evil forces who accuse 
us of being concerned with 
terrorism. We are only con- 
cerned with peace and 
progress. America is 
against life and progress, it 
pushes the world towards 
darkness,” he said. 

Libya has been on Wash- 
ington's list of states that 
sponsor international ter- 
rorism since December 
1979. Tripoli’s refusal to 
hand bfcdr to Britain or the 
United Sraes two Libyan 
suspects in the 1988 'bomb- 
ing of a Pan Am plane over 
Scotland led to the imposi- 
tion of U.N. sanctions on 
Libya. 

“Just because someone 
refuses hegemony and 


colonialism doesn’t mean 
he wants w'ar. We want 
peace, but we refuse to sur- 
render. America presents 
propaganda. We present 
clear action to the world.” 
Col. Qadhafi said. 

The Libydn leader and 
dignitaries celebrating the 
27th anniversary on Sunday 
of the coup that swept him 
to power simultaneously 
pressed buttons to open a 
barrier that allowed water 
to rush out across a small 
valley. 

The huge project pumps 
water from the south of the 
country to the Mediter- 
ranean coast. 

U.S. Nation of Islam 
leader Louis Fanakhan. 
who on Friday received the 
1 996 Muammar Qadhafi 
Human Rights Award in 
Tripoli, called the project 
“another miracle in the 
desert." 

Many of the 2,000 
Libyans at the celebration 
ran or dived into the water 
while men dressed in tradi- 
tional clothes gave a dis- 
play of horsemanship. 

Women ululated while 
young men shouted -slbgans 
urging Col. Qadhafi to 
stand up to the United 
Nations and the West, 

“Increase your challenge 
— stuff the sanctions,” 
they shouted to Col. Qad- 


hafi , who smiled and raised 
his fist. 

Col. Qadhafi is spending 
an estimated S25 billion oa 
the water project which he 
has described as the eighth 
wonder of the world. South 
Korea's Dong Ah construc- 
tion company is the overall 
contractor for the scheme. 

Work on the first phase, 
which takes water to the 
towns of Sirte and Bengazi. 
began in 19S4 and ended 
seven years later. The sec- 
ond, which was inaugurat- 
ed on Saturday, started in 
1992 and supplies Tripoli 
with water via the Tarhunah 
regulating station 60 kilo- 
metres southeast of the cap- 
ital. 

- Tarhunah is where the 
United States has accused 
Col. Qadhafi of building an 
underground chemical 
vveapons plant. Libya has 
strongly denied the allega- 
tion. saying tunnels at the 
site are part of the “Great 
Man-made River." 

Three more phases will 
complete the river project. 

Environmentalists are 
divided over the impact of 
the project. Water reser- 
voirs under the desen in die 
south of the country' were 
formed in the last ice age 
which ended about IO.OfiO 
years ago and are nor 
renewable. 


Israeli Jew and Jordanian get married, but no honeymoon 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
first recorded Israeli-Jor- 
danian marriage took place 
last week but the couple 
were unable to go on hon- 
eymoon. the Yediot 
Aharonot newspaper said 
Friday. 

The civil ceremony was 
performed in Cyprus, the 
first such mixed wedding 
since Israel and Jordan 
signed a peace agreement 
in 1994, but the newly- 
weds had to separate eight 
hours later to return to their 
respective countries, the 
paper said. 

A couple whose religions 
are different must leave 
Israel to marry, and civil 


marriage is not recognised 
in the country. 

What is more bridegroom 
yasser is not entitled to stay 
in the Jewish state. 

The story began a year 
ago when - Yasser Shiran 
Ay ad, 27. met Lea 
Itzkowitz-Aharon. 36, of 
Rishon Letzion near Tel 
Aviv during a reception at 
the Jordanian embassy in 
Tel Aviv. The two trade 
representatives took to each 
other immediately. 

Lett was divorced with 
two children, while Yasser 
was single. 

"The first time that I saw 
him l was enchanted by this 
handsome, intellicent man. 


I gave him my office tele- 
phone number. Two days 
later he called me, and we 
met at a cafe in Tel Aviv.” 
she said. 

They kept calling each 
other after he returned to 
Jordan. Two months later, 
he came back to Israel at 
Lea’s invitation and took a 
studio near Rishon Letzion. 
But he was detained one 
night by police officers 
who noticed th3t his visa 
had expired. 

Lea came to get him after 
agreeing to accompany him 
to the bonier. 

“Bur I saw myself that on 
his passport the police had 
mentioned that he stayed in 


Israel longer than his visa 
allowed and that he could 
not get a new entry visa for 
two years." she said. 

Then she went to Jordan 
w'here she met his family. 
They tried in vain to con- 
vince the Israeli embassy ro 
give him a visa, before 
finally opting to get mar- 
ried in Cyprus. But his 
Cypriot visa was only valid 
for a few hours, and there- 
fore the couple were 
deprived of a honeymoon. 

Lea says she still hopes 
that Yasser will come soon 
to live legally with her in 
Israel. “We will have tw-o 
children of our own.” she 
told the newspaper. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Austrian chancellor meets Netanyahu 


P t0 ° 


TEL AVIV i AFP) — Austrian Chancellor Franz Yran- 
itzky became the first foreign leader to meet here- with 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu Sunday at the start 
of a two-day official visit to Israel and the Palestinian 
territories. Mr. Vranitzky met Mr. Netanyahu at his 
Jerusalem office and then hosted an official lunch for the 
Austrian leader. The Austrian chancellor was due to meet 
Israeli President Ezer Weizman later Sunday before 
travelling to Gaza City early Monday for talks with 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat He was also sched- 
uled to hold talks with Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy Monday afternoon. Mr. Vranitzky was the first for- 
eign head of government to visit Israel since Mr. 
Netanyahu took office in mid-June. 


Hariri says exiled general can return 


BEIRUT (AFP l — Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri said Saturday that General Michel Aouo. who 
headed a military government from 1988 to 1990, may 
return from exile in France. “The period determined in 
the agreement on Aoun’s stay abroad has ended.” Mr. 
Hariri told reporters. “He can return when he wants and 
take part in political activities in an atmosphere of liber- 
ty and democracy like other politicians. "The date of his 
return is up to him." The Christian general was ousted in 
1990 by Syrian-Lebanese military Intervention when he 
refused to give way to Elias Hrawi. who was elected by 
parliament Gen. Aoun initially took refuge in the French 
embassy in Beirut and was banished for five years in 
1991, a period which ended Aug. 28. 


bur 


Cypriot gang accused of kidnapping 


LARNACA (AFP) — A gang of Cypriot men Is 
accused of kidnapping, beating and threatening to kill 11 
Bangladeshi students in a popular holiday town, a court 
here was told. Cypriot police believe between eight and 
10 local men wielding sticks and clubs kidnapped the 
Bangladeshis “for kicks” from their living quarters in the 
resort of aYia Napa. Lamaca district court was told Sat- 
urday. The police statement said rhe Bangladeshi students 
were beaten with sticks and thrown into a hotel swim- 
ming pool before being dragged to a deserted field where 
they were threatened with death. It said the Cypriot gang 
then let their victims go after w'aming them to leave 
Cyprus within 24 hours or be kilted. .Antonis Paxiolas. 
24. and 29-year-old Andronikos Andronikou were 
remanded in custody by the court on Saturday for five 
days. Judges turned down a remand request against four 
other suspects on Friday. 


UAE to get third satellite TV channel 


.ABU DHABI (.AFP) — The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) will get a third satellite television channel, out of | 

Shaijjah. in September, the official news agency WAM 
reported on Sunday. State-owned Shaijah Television 
signed an agreement on Sunday to lease a channel from 

an Arab satellite tor SI. 5 million per year, it said. The 

five-year agreement with ihe-Arab Space Communication-/ ' — ' 

Corporation ■( Arabsat > includes setting up jt ground sta-, * * , > 

lion. "Arabsat has two’ sat^TI©s in orMtHind^plaits to 'M liLU •_ 1 - 
launch another one. The government-owned television 




stations of Abu Dhabi and Dubai already broadcast via -, r TV t f’ 

Arab satellites. : -I • llU \ 

Seven Algerian guerrillas killed 




ALGIERS (AFP) — Seven armed guerrillas were killed 
in three separate operations by security forces during tht 
past five days, the Algerian press reported Sunday.^Tht 
AI Watan daily said five were killed late Wednesday in ; 
shootout in the coastal resort of Zeralda. west of Algiers 
Another was shot dead by security' forces Saturday it 
Tizi-Ouzou, in Kabylie region. Al Watan said he ha> 
killed a policeman but was surrounded by security force 
and shot after fleeing into a school. The same day. anoti: 
er guerrilla was lulled in an ambush, the Liberte dail 
reported. None of the incidents has been officially cor 
firmed. 
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Yemen to invite foreign observers to election H . 


SANAA (R) — Yemen plans to invite intemadon 
observers to monitor parliamentary elections in Ap 
1997. the first polls since the country's 1994 civil w; 
“The government has been directed to invite non-gover 
mental organisations... to follow up the election proce 
and monitor it to guarantee its fairness.” Yemeni Pre 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh said in an interview with the of 
cial Al Thawra daily published on Sunday. Intematioj 
observers monitered the last poll in 1993 when 22 parti 
vied for 301 seats in parliament. 
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} JORDAN TELEVISION 
Td. 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 


15:05 Adventure On The 

Rainbow Pond 

15:30 Os«:ar'« Orchestra 

15:45 Pt ay about 

16:15 Due. — World Echo 

16:30 Hey Dud 

17:00 New > Ft.»sh 

17:02 Sciences Cartoon 

17:15 La W Des am Moi 

17:30 Gjmo Show — . 

Les Bon Genre*. 

18:00 Maea/ine — La 

Marche Du Siecle/Pjn Two 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Machine — Cinu Sur 
Cinq 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 The Hypnotic World of 
Paul McKenna 

20:10 ....Doc — Wiflssn With Pouer 

21:10 The L.t/arus Man 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 The Bold and the 

Beautiful 

23:15 Bodies of Evidence 


Swcifieh. Tel. SI 0740 
Assemblies or God Church Tel. 
6327X5. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 62459(3 
Church of the Ann uni cation 

Tel. 63744M. 

De la Salic Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sanda Church TeL 622366 
.Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 77526). 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751, 
Ammon International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. *2432$. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel, S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654952. 

Church of Nttzarcne Tel. 
67569 L 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614199. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 20/34 

Aqaba 26/38 

Deserts 18/36 

Jordan Valley 24/38 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 35. Aqaba 38 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 39 per 
cent. Aqaba 34 per cent. 


PRAYER TIMES 


1 04:46 Fair 

: 06:06 (Sunrise) Doha 


' 12:36 


Dhuhr 


J 16:11 

! 19:05 .. .. 
20:25 


‘Asr 

Maghreb 

'Ishu 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary «f Nazareth Church 


WEATHER 

Bulletin uipphed by the 
Department ofSItfct 
Relative warm weather condi- 
tions will prevail with temper- 
atures above average by 2-3 
degrees centigrade and winds 
northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly moderate to .ictivc and seas 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalid Abdo 657 1 29 

Dr. Ramzi Mazzawi ...8947S8 
Dr. Salman Daboubi ..776751 

Dr. Bassam Karadsheh 759200 

Ferdow? pharmacy ....778336 
Al Asema pharmacy.. 637055 
Noiroukh pharmacy ..623672 
Al Salam pharmacy... 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

Najib pharmaev 847632 

IRB1D: 

De Marin Alxi Baldr 27h852 

Al Quds pharmacy t— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr, Samir AI Lawzi 989601 
Khafifch pharmacy ...9854 1 7 


Civil Defence Department 6d INI 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

63034] 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Prfice__l91 62) I H. 637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605S00 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

Wfir & Sewerage Complaints -£97467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

7S7J1J 

Telephone Information t directory 

assistance) - lli 

Overseas Calk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reports 623101 

Abdali Tel, Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 ) 1 

Radio Jordan ..7741 1 1 

Water Authority .680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co 6363S1 

RJ Fight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia lull. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITAL 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 J J 


AMMAN: 

Huwein Medical Centre -..SI 38 1392 

Khalidi Maternity 644281/6 

Aktleh Maternity. 642441/2 

Juba! Amman Matcmitv —642362 


M albas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

Universitv Hospital 

845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 

The Islamic. Atxiili 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 6641 M/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 2.7751 U/26 

Army. Marita .891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital —602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqu Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(091900560 

Ibn Srna Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

ERB1D: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(031314m 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 


AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ> informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
1 08)53200-5. where it should 

always be verified. 

Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone OS 
152700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian t RJ » Flights 

08:30 Sanaa r RJ ) 

09:00 Damascus (RJ p i 

10:10 ..Dubai. Abu Dhabi <RJ) 

10:20 Beirut (RJ i 

10:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

11:00 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

11:45 Jeddah (RJ) 

15:00 London (RJi 

17:20 Cairo i RJ l 

18:00 Kuala LumpurudduRJ) 

19:00 Bangkok i RJ i 

20:45 • New York. Amsterdam i RJ i 

23:25 Casablanca ( RJ ) 

03:55 TunUtadd) (RJ) 

04:10 ... Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

05:20 Dubai laddxRJ) 

Other Flights 

11:45 Khartoum (SD.l 

13:40 Shuriqah. Bahrain iGF) 

14:30 Kiev (6lii 

15:00 Vienna tOS) 

18:30 Athens. Istanbul iQ7i 

20:35 Cairo (MS) 

20:55 ....Paris. Damascus (AF) 
21:10 Beirut (MEi 


22:00 Tel Aviv <LY) 

23:30 Athens. Beirut tOA) 

01 :20 Amsterdam < KL ) 

05:40 London (BA > 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09:50 Aqaba (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ i Flights 

06:35 BeiruttRJ) 

11:00 Casablanca tRJ i 

12 JO ...-Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo tRj» 

13:25 London (RJi 

13:25 Frankfurt (RJ) 

13:30 Amsterdam. Detroit 
(add) (RJ i 

1*00 Tunis (add) (RJt 

21:45 Damascus (RJ) 

21s45 Bahrain. Doha tRJ) 

22:15 Dubai taddMRJi 

22:30 Al Ain. Abu Dhabi tRJ j 

23:30 Muscat! RJ) 

0L00 Sanaa (RJ; 

Other Flights 

00:00 Istanbul (TK) 

07:45 Beirut. London i BA) 

BeintuME) 

13:00 Khartoum (SD) 

14:30 Bahrain Abu Dhabi (GFj 

1*30 Kiev i6U> 

* ?; 50 Vienna (OS) 

19 =3U Doha iQ7) 

21:25 Cairo (MS) 

23:00 Tel Aviv iLY) 

23:55 Damascus. Paris t AF) 

02:30 Amsterdam <KL) 

04:00 Beirut. Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
20:30 Aqaba (RW) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIh 

Dep. Amman — ,R0O am. euoy Mon 
Aje ttmiasais — 5:00 pm evoy Men 
Ifcp. Damascus _7 JO am evay Sue 
A ir.Airmm 5:00 pmevay Sun 


MARKET PRICES 

Upper/low er price in fils per k, 


WHAT 


\ y \ A 


Apple 700/50 

Banana 600/60 

Banana cmukhammori .520/5J 

Banana (imported) .820/6(1 

Carrot 160/S 


Cauliflower. 

560/35 

Cucumber (laige).... 

M0/14 

380/25 

Eggplant. 

J4Q/L5 

Fig 

... 320/25 

Garlic 

650/40 

Grapes 

.....420/301 

Lemon 

,450/301 

Marrow (laroei. .. 

220/14 

Marrow (smal)i 
Mulukhiah 

.42000 

.,110/71 

Onion (dry) 

160/9 

Okra 

.....1000/71 

Pea 

650/451 

Pepper (hot) 

.....320/241 

Pepper (sweet) 

.460/34 

Pomegranate ............ 

380/25 

Potato 

750/15! 

String Bean 

Sweet melon 

1000/7* 

420/301 

Tomato 

,._...J0 o/u 


‘ Piann 
Cnttsen 
P-m. 


atnr. : u 't y 


""UuK\i\ j f 


Vr.au* 

!ri V toman 


sc 


Water melon _22(W5( 


Somber 
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it WnO joins hands with Ministry of 
Health to offer solace to the young 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and the Ministry of 
Health Sunday opened a 
three- day workshop dedi- 
cated to the preparation of a 
national strategy to 
improve physical and men- 
tal health in adolescents 
and enable them to better 
interact with the loca] 
social environment. 

A report presented at the 
opening session by sociolo- 
gist Sabri Rubeihat stated 
that adolescents constitute 
nearly ODe-seventh of the 
Jordanian population and 
that these youths continual- 
ly experience crises which, 
heretofore, have found no 


succor in the society at 
large. 

“Certain problems facing 
the young require the atten- 
tion and care of relevant 
institutions, among which 
is culture and participation 
in the local community,” 
added Dr. Rubeihat 

“To date, no social or cul- 
tural institution has 
broached the numerous 
problems facing these ado- 
lescents whose main chal- 
lenges are: adaptation to 

physiological changes 
accompanying their natural 
growth, their relationships 
with their parents and their 
interaction with the imme- 
diate social environment.” 


he said. 

The meeting was opened 
by Abdul Munem Salaj 
from the Ministry of Health 
who claimed the objective 
of the workshop to be the 
creation of a national infor- 
mation network, needed for 
a plan which would cover 
adolescent health and pay 
special attention to the 
more vulnerable among 
them. 

Health Education Depart- 
ment Director Muna 
Hamzeh addressed the ses- 
sion outlining the main top- 
ics to be reviewed by the 
workshop related to various 
stages of adolescent 
growth. 
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Woman found strangled, 


burned in Karak 
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By Rana Husseini 

Special 10 the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Karak police 
Saturday instigated an 
investigation in the case of 
a 16-year-old woman who 
was found strangled in her 
father's bouse after it was 
set ablaze in the town of Ei 
in Karak Govemorate, 
according to official 
sources. 

Fire units were called to 
extinguish a blaze . at 
Ibrahim Madi's house in 
£athe town of Ei Friday 
evening, and subsequent to 
its cessation a female body 
was discovered inside the 
house, an official said. 

The woman's body was 
covered with second- 
degree bums. 

Preliminary investiga- 
tions indicated the victim, 
Rania Ibrahim. 16, was the 


daughter of Mr. Madi and 
that she was choked before 
the house was consumed. 

"An autopsy revealed that 
she was strangled by wire,” 
an official source told the 
Jordan Times. 

Moreover, the official 
added, fire investigators 
believe the house to have 
been wilfully burned. 

Police authorities contact- 
ed by the Jordan Times said 
they have not arrested any- 
one in connection with her 
death and that they were 
investigating the incident. 

Meanwhile, Irbid police 
have apprehended a 20- 
year-old man in connection 
with a shooting incident 
which left one person dead 
and another in critical con- 
dition, Public Security 
Department (PSD) reports 
said. 

According to the . report. 


Germany to grant JD220,000 
for veterinary vaccines 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Ger- 
many Sunday granted Jor- 
dan half a million Demsch 
marks (JD 220,000) to help 
promote the work of the 
& Jordan Centre for Veteri- 
nary Vaccines (JCVV) and 
facilitate the provision for 
Jordanian and foreign mar- 
kets with high quality vet- 
erinary vaccines. 

Minister of Planning 
Riraa Khalaf-Huneidi and 
German Ambassador to 
Jordan Heinrich Reiners 
signed the grant and 
exchanged ideas pertinent 
to it which, according to 
German embassy officials, 
will help the JCW imple- 
ment the latest phase of the 
Production of Veterinary' 
Vaccines and Sera Project. 

The JCW which started 
the project in 19S6 with the 
assistance of the city of 
Bonn, through the German 


Agency for Technical 
Cooperation (GTZ) has 
slated its completion for 
1997, according to officials. 

They said this grant will 
bring the sum allocated for 
this project by the Ger- 
mans, since 1986, to 9.7 
million Deutsch marks. 

The grant, which will also 
be used to help the JCW 
gain economic indepen- 
dence, will cover the cost 
of German consultants who 
will offer expert advice in 
developing the vaccines, 
laboratory equipment and 
computer programmes 
from Germany. 

The JCW, which is exe- 
cuting the veterinary vac- 
cines project in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Agri- 
culture. has been providing 
local and exterior Arab 
markets with vaccines. 


*. 


WHAT’S GOING0N 


PIANO RECITAL 

* Piano recital by Abboud A1 Ashqar (National Music 
Conservatory) at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 
pan. 

FILM 

* “Louis XIV. Enfant RoP’ at the French Cultural Cen- 
tre at 8:00 p.m. 


SCIENCE WEEK 

* Fourth Annual Science Week at the Royal Cultural 
Centre in Amman at 9:00 a-m. 


exhibitions 

* Works BatouIAl Fakiki at Baladna Art Gallery, Gar- 
dens Street (TeL 687598). until Sept. 11. 

,rks by artist Abeer Abu Joodih at Alia Art 
rv. Jabal Amman, until Sept. 5. 
miner exhibition at Darat A1 Funum, Jabal 

teh. until Oct. 8. 

tract (plastic) art by Jordanian artfet JpaEl A1 
jded iS From Jordan-. Man and Ouirinmg 


enriuec rnnu , 

r at the Royal Cultural Centre, until Sept 


the suspect, identified in 
the report only as B.AA, 
told the police that he was 
sitting under a tree with his 
cousin and brother when 
the incident occurred. 

He said that he reached 
for a hunting rifle that was 
hanging on one of the tree's 
branches, and that upon 
retrieval “a bullet was acci- 
dentally set off striking 
both men.”-. 

The report said that the 
bullet struck the suspect's 
63 -year-old brother, identi- 
fied as L.A.A, in the neck 
and then travelled to strike 
his 20-year-old cousin in 
the heart, instantly killing 
him . 

Police maintained that 
they confiscated the 
weapon and have arrested 
the man pending further 
investigation into the case. 


Four more 
gardens 
opened in 
Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Amman Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi Sunday inaugu- 
rated four public gardens 
in the eastern sections of 
Amman and stated pro- 
jected municipality plans 
to create gardens with an 
emphasis on the densely 
populated areas of the 
city. 

The gardens which 
totalled JD109.000 con- 
tain special facilities ori- 
ented toward children. Dr 
Abbadi said, adding that 
1996 has been dedicated 
to creating facilities for 
children’s recreation in 
the public gardens 

One of the gardens to 
newly open is located at 
Jweideh, covers a 5,767 
square metre area and has 
been planted with 1,360 
trees. 

The second, in the 
Marica area, is consists of 
1,000 square metres and 
has been planted with 585 
trees. 

The third in Tareq was 
set up on 4.5 dumuns of 
land and planted with 544 
trees, and the fourth upon 
the Tareq Housing Estate 
with an area of 4,233 
square metres. 

Haitham Jweinat, direc- 
tor of the gardens depart- 
ment for the Amman 
Municipality said that the 
new gardens have special 
alleys for disabled per- 
sons which facilitate 
wheelchair transportation. 

He added that his 
department is currently 
creating three new gar- 
dens in the eastern 
Amman districts, which 
have a projected comple- 
tion date of the end of this 
year. 


Experts see urgency in meeting 21st 

century teleco mmuni cations needs 


By Christina Schlegl 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Post and Telecommuni- 
cations Jamal Saraireh Sun- 
day opened the 
international Arab States 
Telecommunications 
Finance Colloquium stress- 
ing that Jordan has fully 
realised the importance of 
the telecommunications 
sector and now aims to 
raise the necessary funds to 
realise future projects in 
this field. 

Finance and Economics 
Director at the Telecommu- 
nications Development 
Bureau (BDT) A. Enderlyn 
called the event a “pioneer- 
ing conference.” 

In her speech covering the 
International Telecommuni- 
cation Union (ITU)/BDT as 
well as finance, economics 
and trade in the Arab states, 
she said that the conference 
will concentrate on publi- 
cising a financial draft poli- 
cy including innovative 
recommendations and pro- 
posals on the critical issue 
of financing. 

She added that the draft 
policy will be presented to 
the Arab States Regional 
Telecommunications 
Development Conference 
( ARB-RTDC) to be held in 
Beirut from November 11 
to 15, 1996. 

The conference also 
offers opportunities for 
international telecommuni- 
cations corporations and 
local enterprises to enter 
into and cultivate contacts 
with Arab states' 
finance/trade executives 
and telecommunications 
decision-makers towards 
joint schemes of partner- 
ship across the whole spec- 
trum .of^flp^ncial possibili- 
ties, ac«n$ing to organise 
ers. ■■ 

In ■•hist-inaugural .speech, 
before -an audience of more 
than 130 delegates from the 
23 Arabs states and several 


foreign countries, the min- 
ister concentrated on the 
currently executed National 
Communication Pro- 
gramme which will extend 
the existing telecommuni- 
cations network by 600,000 
lines, which will provide 
Jordan with • nearly 
1.000,000 telephone lines 
after the project’s comple- 
tion. 

“Jordan,” he said, “has 
witnessed changes in all 
sectors. The aim is to enter 
the new century with a spe- 
cial status in the field of 
telecommunications in 
order to catch up with other 
countries, such as in Asia 
and Latin America that are 
doing very well in this sec- 
tor.” 

He stated that the country 
fully realised the impor- 
tance of the telecommuni- 
cations sector and empha- 
sised that the development 
in this field should go hand 
in hand with increasing 
efficiency of telecommuni- 
cations services. 

To suppoit this strategy, 
the ministry recently 
imposed anew telecommu- 
nications law which deals 
with the organisation of the 
telecommunications sector 
and the issuing of licences 
to companies with the 
intention to invest in this 
field. 

According to Mr. 
Saraireh, the Jordanian 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCO is currently 
in its final phase of convert- 
ing itself into a fully state- 
owned commercial entity, 
prepared to compete with 
several telecommunications 
companies, without speci- 
fying their names. 

The minister’s speech 
was followed by welcom- 
ing remarks by Ahmed 
Laouyane, tiie director of 
3PT- j 

. He^lso stressed theoqllor 
quium’s goal as being ‘‘cen- 
tred on economic impor- 
tance of re] ecommuni ca- 
ll 


tions,” which includes 
financing, the necessary 
infrastructure as well as the 
impact and exchange of 
services. 

“We are aimin g at the 
mobilisation of the neces- 
sary resources to make an 
improvement in the 
telecommunications sector 
possible,” Mr. Laouyane 
said stressing that the 
strategic options for such 
an achievement are of a 
political narure. 

The fact that the “teleden- 
sity” in the Arab World has 
not exceeded 5% by now 
shows the urgent need for 
improvement in this 
respect, as “the 21st century 
will be the century of infor- 
mation and the provision of 
excellent telecommunica- 
tions services will play a 
pivotal role in the econom- 
ic situation of every coun- 
try," he further emphasised. 

To reach a desired density 
of 9 per cent at the end of 
this century the volume of 
necessary investments 
amounts to S 14 billion, 
whereas $8 billion can be 
financed by seif-generated 
funds which leaves a short- 
age of $6 billion to be 
raised from foreign sources 
through bilateral and multi- 
lateral projects as well as by 
the private sector, Mr. 
Laouyane explained. 

“If this way of financing 
works for the telecommuni- 
cations sector.” he conclud- 
ed, “it will also work for 
other sectors of economic 
importance like tourism 
and h anking -" 

Stressing that 30% of the 
world economy will be 
based on services — pri- 
marily on telecommunica- 
tion services — he said that 
the Arab countries have to 
face the importance .of this 
sector for the eco^ojny and 
! adapt , . themsejve^ jo/ the 
new environment^ • ’. / , * 

“The challenge is the 
development of human 
resources who are suffi- 


ciently trained to meet the 
requirements,” Mr. 

Laouyane said. 

Referring to a World 
Bank study, he added that 
in “our world each country, 
whether poor or rich, pro- 
vided with natural 
resources or not, can 
become a wealthy nation, 
as the new economy is 
based on individuality and 
intellect.” 

Other finds included in a 
conference statement are: 

Only about 60 % of tele- 
phone-line demand is satis- 
fied by now which indi- 
cates that the waiting lists 
are growing as fast as the 
number of telephone lines 
added, a study issued by the 
ITU/BDT specified. 

Among die Arab coun- 
tries Morocco serves as a 
model as it has almost 
tripled its base of main lines 
since 1990, followed by 
Syria, which has by now 
over one million main lines. 

The basic indicators for 
Jordan are, according to the 
study, as follows: with a 
total population of 4.36 
million (19951. it has a den- 
sity of 45/km* . 

The Kingdom has 
3 17,000 main telephone 
lines (1995) which means 
7.29 per 100 inhabitants. 

International telephone 
traffic — that means 
international telephone 
calls — . occupies the 
biggest portion of trade in 
telecommunications ser- 
vices. The value of cross- 
border calls amounted to 
around $60 billion in 1994, 
over 10 per cent of global 
telecommunications rev- 
enue. 

This sector is of special 
importance to the Arab 
countries as it is a substan- 
tial moDey r eamer and con- 
tributes* 53 ' per cent of the 
total* of -their telecommuni- 
cations revenue. 

Most of the Arab states 
are net importers, that 
means there is more incom- 


ing traffic than outgoing. 
The exceptions are Saudi 
Arabia and UAE where the 
case is vice-versa. 

The increasing use of 
mobile phones is also an 
important factor. 

The growth rate in 1995 
was over 100 per cent with 
practically all new sub- 
scribers over 200,000, 
headed by Kuwait and 
Lebanon. 

Such phones are most rel- 
evant for the Arab states as 
it can help to alleviate- wait- 
ing lists and be a revenue 
generator for the region’s 
telecommunications opera- 
tors at the same time. 

For example, in the UAE, 
mobile revenue accounts 
for 15 % of total telecom- 
munications revenue. 

Furthermore, the develop- 
ment of mobile cellular 
lines supports foreign 
investment 

In the case of Jordan, the 
strategic partner is the 
Americ; telecommunica- 
tion- ■- Jised company 
Motorola. 

In the field of data com- 
munications, Internet is the 
indicator for its growth. 
Starting from'zero in 1992, 
there were some 3,000 
Internet hosts in the Arab 
states by January 1, 1996. 

Dosing his presentation, 
Mr. Laouyane stated that 
the current telecommunica- 
tions revenues (as a per- 
centage of GDP) only 
amount to 1.6 per cent even 
though that should have 
reached 2 per cent by now. 

An increase up to 2 -3 per 
cent is planned as experts 
forecast that the share of 
telecommunications in the 
economy will rise to 60 -70 
per cent of the whole ser- 
vice sector:, ? ^ 

The Aral) States Telecom-, 
muni cations Finance Collo- 
quium' which. iSrbeing held 
at the Forte Grand Hotel 
will last from until Sept 4. 


More than one billion people live 


in absolute poverty — CARDNE 


By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “The rapidly 
growing birth rate world- 
wide is creating both social 
imbalances between men 
and women and poverty. 
These two dilemmas are the 
greatest challenges facing 
governments, institutes and 
individuals,” Minister of 
Social Development Hamad 
Abu Jamous said Sunday. 

Recent global, economic, 
political and social changes 
are forcing the region to re- 
evaluate many concepts, 
procedures, and plans mak- 
ing it imperative to focus 
and invest in the available 
potential capabilities of the 
human race, be added. 

The minister’s statements 
came during the inaugural 
session of a three-day 


regional seminar organised 
by the Regional Centre on 
Agrarian Reform and Rural 
Development for the Near 
East (CARDNE) entitled 
“Governmental and Non- 
Governmental Organisa- 
tions: Partners in Rural 
Development.” 

More than one billion peo- 
ple live in absolute poverty, 
according to Mr. Abu 
Jamous, the majority of 
whom are women with lim- 
ited access to income, edu- 
cation, adequate health care 
or nutrition. 

“We should implement 
qualitative as well as quanti- 
tative indicators for social 
development, which should 
include analysis of poverty, 
employment and other fac- 
tors and to monitor pro- 
grammes and policies and to 
create new means to ensure 


its fulfilment,” Mr. Abu 
Jamous asserted. 

Amal Sabagh. director of 
CARDNE, called for gov- 
ernments and non-govern- 
mental organisations 
(NGOs) to unite their efforts 
to improve rural develop- 
ment 

“One of the greatest chal- 
lenges any institute faces is 
a lack of resources, and the 
immense gap between 
development in the country- 
side as opposed to urban 
areas,” Ms. Sabagh said. 

This requires the accom- 
plishment of coordinanted 
and comprehensive work 
between various institutes 
involved in rural develop- 
ment, she added. 

According to Omar Hus- 
sein, assistant secretary- 
general in charge of devel- 
opment at the Ministry of 


Social Development disor- 
ganisation among miscella- 
neous institutes in the King- 
dom “is a main contributing 
factor to weakening effica- 
cy.” 

Another factor, he told fee 
Jordan Times, is the prolif- 
eration of such institutes. 

Dr. Hussein said one of 
the recommendations feat 
will be included in Jordan's 
presentation is fee founda- 
tion of a committee network 
whose aim is to coordinate 
work among fee various 
institutes in fee Kingdom. 

The slated objectives of 
fee seminar are: the analysis 
of collaboration between 
governmental and non-gov- 
emmental organisations in 
fee field of rural develop- 
ment, fee discussion of 
channels of communication 
and means of their activa- 


tion, a mechanism ensuring 
effective future partnership, 
and fee definition of which 
obstacles to communication 
exist and procedures for 
their removal and finally 
increasing effective rural 
development to conform 
wife human exigincies.. 

Specialists from govern- 
mental organisations and 
NGOs of Egypt, Iraq, Jor- 
dan, Pakistan, Syria and 
Tunisia will present joint 
reports. — 

In addition,, representa- 
tives from fee Arab Organi- 
sation for Agricultural 
Development (AOAD), fee 
International Centre for 
Agricultural Research in 
Dry Areas (ICARDA) and 
fee United Nations Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM) will 
also be contributing. 


Trial to begin for accused gunmen 


Jordan to modernise 
transport sector — minister 


By Issam Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Transportation Nasser Lawzi 
Saturday stressed fee min- 
istry’s intention to promote 
fee transportation and trade 
sectors in the Kingdom in 
terms of a draft legislation 
which would discourage 
monopolies and guarantee 
unbridled competition 
among various and sundry 
transportation companies. 

In an interview wife A1 
Ra’i daily, Mr. Lawzi 
declared feat “Jordan wants 
to modernise its transport 
sector in conformity with 
modern European stan- 
dards.” 

In reply to an inquiry 
regarding the potential pri- 
vatisation of fee Public 
Transportation Corporation 
(PTC), Mr. Lawzi said that 


the topic would be broached 
next week by a ministerial 
development committee and 
then passed on to the Council 
of Ministers. 

“Privatising fee PTC is the 
second priority as stated in 
fee report of fee International 
Monetary Fund (IMF),” he 
said. 

The minister added that 
Jordan’s projects to the Cairo 
Economic Conference were 
projected as dealing with fee 
Shidieh Mines-Aqaba Rail- 
way project, fee Aqaba port 
project, fee Amman-Aqaba 
Railway project and a possi- 
ble Amman govemorate sub- 
way. 

He deemed it necessary to 
hike the capital of Royal Jor- 
danian from JD 70 million to 
JD 21 0 million to reconstruct 
fee airline and lower its debt 
burden to the Jordan Petrole- 
um Refinery. 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Six men, five 
of who are accused of 
attacking fee office of fee 
Central Intelligence Depart- 
ment (CID) at Baqaa 
refugee camp in December 
1994, Saturday retracted 
confessions they signed 
while under interrogation, 
claiming fee- statements 
were extracted under 
duress. 

The sixth defendant is 
charged with distributing 
pamphlets slanderous to His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

They are currently facing 
due process at the State 
Security Court, where in a 
two-hour court session, all 
six defendants claimed they 
were detained by security 
forces and subjected to psy- 
chological and mental tor- 
ture before being handed 
over to military prosecutors. 


The prosecution charged 
that on Dec. 26, five of the 
defendants went to Baqaa 
camp and sprayed fee CID 
caravan wife machmegun 
fire, then fled fee scene, 
injuring one officer in the 
process. 

The sixth defendant had 
been apprehended by fee 
authorities three days earli- 
er. 

According to fee State 
Prosecutor charge sheet, fee 
defendants are accused of 
assault and intent to block 
fee appropriate (CIO) 
authorities from exercising 
their duties in accordance 
wife fee Constitution and 
distributing pamphlets slan=~ 
dering fee King. 

The accusation further 
charged feat the suspects 
initiated their activities in 
April of 1994, in a plot to 
cany out extremist attacks 
on tourists and security 
departmeuts in fee King- 


dom. 

During the court session, 
attorneys Khalid Afghani 
and Hatem Shreideh 
defending Tha’er Ghanem 
and Shadi Taha respectively 
asked the court tribunal to 
be released from their 
assignment “because both 
defendants were not cooper- 
ating wife us.” 

The court tribunal rejected 
the request saying that feeir 
withdrawal would delay the 
course of trial for an addi- 
tional two months, “There- 
fore to achieve justice the 
Court Tribunal respectfully 
rejects your request.” 

At -the end of the court 
session, fee defence attor- 
neys of two of fee six defen- 
dants requested fee court 
give them time to call their 
defence witnesses. 

To this petition fee presid- 
ing Judge Yousef Faouri 
agreed and set Sept. 17 to 
begin depositions. 




4 World News 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 2, 1996 


Missing Belgian girls found 
in Cologne, report says 
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BRUSSELS (Agencies) ~ 
Two teenage girls who went 
missing earlfer this week 
amid continuing revelations 
of a paedophile ring operat- 
ing in Belgium were found 
in Cologne, western Ger- 
many. Belgian radio report- 
ed Sunday. 

RTBF reported that the 
mother of one of the two 
girls, who were discovered 
safe and sound late Satur- 
day. claimed the girls had 
been kidnapped. 

But the prosecutor's of- 
fice. which has so far dec- 
lined to give details about 
the girls ~disappearance or 
their reappearance in Ger- 
many some 100 kilometres 
away, has not confirmed her 
statement. 

Rachel Legeard. IS. and 
Seven ne Potty. 19. from the 
eastern Belgium town of 
Nandrin. went missing after 
they failed to return home 
hist Thursday from a shop- 
ping trip to Liege. 20 kilo- 
metres away. 

The two girls had tele- 
phoned Severine's mother 
to say they would be late 
because Rachel’s wallet had 
been stolen, and they went 
to the police station to 
report the theft. 

The two girls then failed 
to show up at the bus station 
where Rachel's mother 
waited for them Saturday 


afternoon. 

Police in Liege immedi- 
ately set up a crisis unit and 
issued portraits of the two 
girls, which were circulated 
across the Benelux coun- 
tries. Germany. France. Ita- 
ly. Portugal, Spain and 
Austria. 

Belgium has been rocked 
for the past two weeks by 
the arrest of 10 people, inc- 
luding convicted paedophile 
Marc Dutroux. and the dis- 
covery of the bodies of two 
girls. 

Two more girls have been 
freed and a third pair, whom 
Mr. Dutroux has admitted 
kidnapping, are still being 
sought. 

Police resume digging for 
bodies Monday in houses 
owned by Mr. Dutroux 
while teachers brace for a 
barrage of questions from 
shocked children starting 
the new school year. 

After resting for the week- 
end following two gruelling 
weeks of searching in the 
six houses owned by Mr. 
Dutroux in and around the 
southern city of Charleroi, 
police will return to one in 
the city’s Jumet suburb. 

Radar-imaging equip- 
ment. used in Britain's 
“house of horrors" serial 
murder investigation, locat- 
ed two suspicious under- 
ground cavities in the cellar 


of the house Friday. 

These will be investigated 
Monday, as will an "anom- 
aly” found by the equip- 
ment in another Dutroux 
house in the suburb of Mar- 
cine lie. where they found 
tw'o other sexually abused 
girls — Laetitia Delhez and 
Sabine Dardenne — in a 
dungeon. 

Police will also return to 
another house where trench- 
like cells for holding kid- 
napped ch i Idren were 
found. 

The discovery of the web 
of paedophile abduction, 
pom and death has horrified 
Europe, prompted the gov- 
ernment into tightening the 
rules on early release from 
jail of sex offenders and 
triggered calls for a global 
war against the trade. 

Mr. Dutroux. an unem- 
ployed electrician, was re- 
leased 10 years early in 
1992 after serving only 
three years of a 1 3-year sen- 
tence for raping five chil- 
dren. 

This, and the fact that he 
has fathered three children 
by his two wives, has bewil- 
dered adults and children 
alike. 

"We know we will get 
questions about the Dutroux 
case, and we are preparing 
for it,” Myriam Eynikel. a 
primary school teacher in 


Jakarta summons head of 
election watch for questioning 


JAKARTA (AFP) —Indo- 
nesian authorities have 
summoned the head of the 
country’s independent elec- 
tion monitoring committee 
(KIPP). Gunawan Moham- 
mad. for questioning as a 
witness in a case of subver- 
sion. Mr. Mohammad said 
sundav. 

“I have received a sum- 
mons to appear for ques- 
tioning on Tuesday." Mr. 
Mohammad told AFP. 

Mr. Mohammad said that 
according to the summons, 
he would be questionned by 
officials of the attorney- 
general’s office as a witness 
in the subversion case 
against Budiman Sujatmiko 
"and friends.” 

Mr. Sujauniko. 27. is the 
leader of the People's De- 
mocratic Party (PRD) who 
was arrested on Aug. 1 1 and 
charged with subversion, 
which carries a maximum 
penally of death. 

The government and the 
military have blamed PRD. 
which it also accuses of 


being a Communist organi- 
sation. for violent riots here 
on July 27 in which officials 
said four people were killed 
and 28 were injured. 

The National Commission 
on Human Rights (KIPP). 
Saturday announced the 
results of their probe into 
the riot, saying that five 
people had died. 74 were 
still missing while 149 were 
injured. 

Mr. Mohammad said that 
he received the summons 
Friday and added that be- 
cause of other commitments 
Tuesday, he was planning to 
ask the attorney-general's 
office to postpone die ques- 
tioning until Thursday. 

The former editor of Tem- 
po magazine, the country's 
largest and bestselling 
weekly publication before it 
was banned by the govern- 
ment in June 1994. has hea- 
ded KIPP since its inception 
in March 1995. 

KIPP was set up by some 
50 people, including Mus- 
lim intellectual Nurcholish 


Majid. Legal Aid Founda- 
tion (LBH) official Mul- 
yana Kusuma. and Mr. 
Mohammad. 

Since its establishment 
there have been numerous 
incidents of KIPP members 
being harassed by the 
authorities. 

Mr. Mohammad will join 
the list of human rights 
activists and political critics 
of the government who 
have been questionned by 
the police or the attorney's 
genera] office in relation to 
the Sujatmiko case. 

Among those already or 
currently being questionned 
are author Pramudya Anan- 
tu Tur. founding President 
Sukarno's daughters Mega- 
wati and Sukmawaii Sukar- 
noputri. human rights acti- 
vist Johannes Princen. 
scores of executives of the 
opposition Indonesian De- 
mocracy Party (PDI) and 
Roman Catholic priest. 
Sandyawan Sumardi. 


Mandela ’s romance is out in the open 


PRETORIA i AFP i — Pre- 
sident Nelson Mandela and 
Graea Machel. widow of for- 
mer Mozambican President 
Samory Machel. are involved 
in a serious relationship. Mr. 
Mandela’s office said 
Sundav. 

“It's quite serious and 
everyone that works for the 
president respects this rela- 
tionship and we asrisi in 
making his life as comfort- 
able as possible." presidential 
spokesman Parks Man- 
kahlana said. 

He added that while the ”S- 
y ear-old South African leader 
has no immediate plans to 
marry 50-year-old Machel. 
"he obviously wants the com- 
panionship of j close friend.” 

Rumours of the relationship 

have been circulating since 
Mr. Mandela was officially 
divorced from his former 
wife Winnie in March, but 
the president has coyly 
avoided the subject. 

The Sunday Independent 
newspaper, however, repor- 
ted that the South African 
leader is now ready to go 
public with his love for Mrs. 
Machel. 

Quoting sources close to 
the president, the newspaper 
said Mr. Mandela is smitten 
with the attractive 
Mozambican. 

“His face lights up at the 
mention of her name and he 
enthuses about her at every 
opportunity.” the newspaper 
said. 

It added that Mrs. Machel. 
who is a popular figure in 
Mozambique, planned to 
spend two weeks of every 
month at Mr. Mjndela's 
home in Johannesburg's 


plush Houghton suburb and 
the rest of the time in her 
home country. 

The weekly said Mr. 
Mandela was satisfied he had 
won sufficient public support 
for his relationship and had 
briefed leaders of his ruling 
African National Congress 
i ANC i to prepare them for a 
higher public profile. 

Mr. Mandela and Mrs. 
Machel first met in 1^90 
when Mr. Mandela succeeded 
late ANC President Oliver 
Tambo as godfather to Mrs. 
Machel's seven children. 

The couple were seen hold- 
ing hands when Mr. Mandela 
paid u state visit to Paris in 
July and rumours intensified 
two weeks ago when they 
were seen kissing at the wed- 
ding of Zimbabwean 
President Robert Mugabe. 

Saniora Machel. one of 
Africa's most celebrated lib- 
eration leaders, was a close 
ally of the ANC when the 
movement was outlawed by 
the former white minority 
South African government. 

He was killed in October 
|9.Sb in an air crash in South 
Africa, ncjr the Mozambican 
border. 

Since Mr. Mandela 

divorced Winnie in March, 
citing her affair with a 

young lawyer. Graca 

Machel has been a frequent 
visitor al the Mandela home, 
wuh sources saying that what 
began as a touching romance 
has blossomed into a deep 
love relationship. 

The report said winnie is 
opposed m [he couple marcy- 
ing, arguing that it will badly 
affect her daughters Zinzi and 
Zen uni. 


Friends, however, suy this 
has not been a key factor in 
the couple's decision not to 
marry. 

Mr. Mandela’s first mar- 
riage ended in 195S when he 
left his wife Evelyn to marry 
Winnie in what was to prove 
a very difficult relationship. 

As an important figure in 
the ami-apartheid struggle. 
Mr. Mandela was constantly 
on the run from police, mak- 
ing ordinary family life 
impossible. 

After being jailed in 1964 
for plotting to overthrow the 
government, his relationship 
with Winnie was limired to 
Iter occsionui visits to him in 
prison and an exchange of 
tender love letters, which 
were censored by prison 
authorities. 

On his release from jail in 
1990. he tried to resume a 
relationship which had been 
badly strained by his impris- 
onment. 

In giving reasons for the 
breakdown of the marriage in 
the divorce court. Mandela 
gave a glimpse into his own 
private sadness, speaking of 
his humiliation at her affair 
with a young lawyer and say- 
ing that not once since his 
release from prison had 
Winnie entered his bedroom. 

Mrs. Machel. much loved 
in Mozambique, is said to be 
a private person who is very 
involved in community work 
and in the plight of children 
in Africa, overseeing an 
office of the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
in Pretoria. 


Brussels' Strombeek sub- 
urb. told Reuters. 

“My daughter is terrified, 
she is glued to every news- 
cast We have tried to tell 
her there are adults with bad 
intentions, without focusing 
on the sex-abuse aspect" 
she said. 

Belgian Prime Minister 
Jean-Luc Dehaene summed 
up the national mood when 
announcing tougher sex 
offence rules Friday. 

“Children represent our 
future. They deserve a hap- 
py childhood. We must pro- 
tect and guarantee their 
rights. Everything must be 
put in place so that this 
drama is never repeated.” he 
said. 

The hunt for missing girls 
has spread beyond Bel- 
gium's borders. Belgian po- 
lice have visited Slovakia 
and the Czech Republic, 
and have contacted col- 
leagues in Austria and Ger- 
many. 

Mr. Dutroux has been 
named in Bratislava as a 
suspect in the murder of a 
young Slovak woman. In- 
terpol's Slovak office has 
said he was also believed to 
have planned the kidnap- 
ping of at least one other 
Slovak woman. 

Mother 

Teresa 

develops lung 
complication 

CALCUTTA (AFP) — 
Mother Teresa developed 
complications in her lungs 
Sunday after a fitful sleep 
overnight in a hospital here 
but doctors dismissed the 
. development as minor. 

The Woodland Nursing 
Home, where the 86-year- 
old Nobel laureate is 
undergoing treatment since 
Ahg. 20. however, regulat- 
ed the flow of visitors 
Sunday to her room saying 
she did not sleep well dur- 
ing the night. 

"Mother Teresa has 
developed chest complica- 
tions and the latest X-rays 
showed a darker patch on 
her lung.” said nursing 
home director Sudipto Sen. 
who also heads a six-strong 
medical team caring for the 
Roman Catholic nun. 

“This pneumonic condi- 
tion will be monitored, and 
she will be taken for fresh 
X-rays later in the evening 
... but it is not a serious 
impediment to her condi- 
tion.” Dr. Sen told repor- 
ters. 

Doctors also reduced the 
increasing flow of well- 
wishers to the nursing 
home, where Mother Tere- 
sa is being treated in an 
intensive care unit, allow- 
ing only nuns from her 
Missionaries of Charity 
order to visit her. 

Cardiologist Dinomoni 
Baneijee. one of the mem- 
bers of the medical team, 
said the visitors were being 
kept away to allow her to 
rest. 

“She slept a little less last 
night and that is worrying 
us.“ Dr. Baneijee said ear- 
lier Sunday. 

“We do not want her to be 
disturbed." he added. 

Doctors said Mother 
Teresa, recovering from 
life-threatening heart trou- 
ble and malarial fever, was 
also being given oxygen 
intent) ittently. 



President Bill Clinton and Vice-president AJ Core wave to the crowd gathered in the 
town square of Dyersburg, Tennessee, Saturday. The president and vice-president 
were on the final day of their two day bus tour (Reuter photo) 

Clinton, Gore end campaign bus ride 


MEMPHIS. Tenn. fR) — 
As the sun went down over 
the Mississippi River. Pre- 
sident Bill Clinton and Vice 
President AI Gore Saturday 
rolled into Memphis to end 
a two-day bus tour that 
drew welcoming crowds in 
tiny towns in’ four key 
states. 

Creeping along at about 
30 to 40 miles (48 to 64 
kilometres) an hour. Mr. 
Clinton and Mr. Gore and 
their wives Hillary and 
Tipper and their 14-bus car- 
avan stopped often at rural 
communities stirring up 
grass roots support for the 
Clinton-Gore ticket's 
reelection on Nov. 5. 

The bus tour wound 
through parts of Missouri. 
Illinois. Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee, Mr. Gore's home 
state, all states that Mr. 
Clinton carried in 1992 and 
considers important to his 
reelection bid. 

After travelling about 225 
miles (362 kilometres) over 
21 hours Friday and Satur- 
day. the buses slopped, two 
hours late, at a boisterous 
Memphis rally of more than 
10.000 people, where Mr. 
Clinton and Mr. Gore 
preached their gospel of 
economic prosperity and 
urged supporters to help 
them “build a bridge" to the 
2 1 st century. 

“You’ve made us very 
happy tonight — everyone 
here.” Mr. Clinton said 
sweeping his arm out to- 
ward the crowd. “Hillary 
and Tipp*er and Al and I. we 
kind of like doing this. Can 
you tell it?” the crowd 
roared. 

Mr. Gore apologised for 
being late but said “in every 
little town we've gone 
through there's been a big 
crowd and in many of them 
the crowd was of such a size 
that the president said. 
‘We’ve just got to stop.'" 

Since Mr. Clinton began 
campaign travelling a week 
ago. he has delivered over 
two dozen speeches, some 
long and some short, and 
talked to countless voters. 

It has left his voice hoarse 
and his throat sore, and 
White House spokesman 
Mike McCurrv said Mr. 
Clinton wax treating his 


throat with an anti-inflam- 
matory spray. 

The president, described 
as “dog tired" by aides, can- 
celled a planned trip to 
Pennsylvania Tuesday in or- 
der to get some rest from his 
relentless schedule. 

Along the bus route the 
candidates passed flocks of 
people on the roadside wav- 
ing their hands. The rural 
setting was lined with corn- 
fields as well as mobile 
homes and abandoned cars. 
A cemetery in Covington. 
Tennessee, had a U.S. flag 
and a Confederate flag. 

In Troy. Tennessee. Mr. 
Clinton with one breath 
talked about getting a kiss 
from 101-year-old Mrs. Jim 
Bob Robertson and with the 
next announced that in 
keeping with his comman- 
der-in-chief duties he had 
put U.S. forces on high alert 
in response to Iraqi attacks 
on Kurdish rebels in nonh- 
em Iraq. 

“She may be 101 years 
old. but she still kisses real 
good." Mr. Clinton said as 
the crowd roared with 
laughter. 

At rally speeches. Mr. 
Clinton insisted his policies 
have led to strong economic 
growth in America and 
rejected Republican Bob 
Dole's proposed 15 percent 
across-the-board tax cut as 
unaffordable. 

He promoted his more 
modest proposals for tax 
reductions for middle-class 
families, including a new 
one announced Thursday at 
the Democratic National 
Convention in Chicago to 
free homesellers of a bur- 
densome capital gains tax. 

New polls showed Mr. 
Clinton getting a boost out 
of the convention and lead- 
ing Sen. Dole by up to 2! 
percentage points despite 
the alleged sex scandal in- 
volving his former top cam- 
paign manager. Dick Mor- 
ris. who resigned Thursday. 

In an interview Friday 
with MTV. Mr. Clinton said 
he had no plans to rely on 
Mr. Morris as a political 
advisor in the future but 
would talk to him as a 
friend. 

Meanwhile. Eileen Mc- 
Gann. the wife of Mr. Mor- 


ris. said she did not press 
her husband for details 
about a reported affair with 
a prostitute. Time magazine 
reported Saturday. 

Mr. Morris’ alleged affair 
was reported during the 
democratic convention last 
week by a sensationalist 
supermarket tabloid. 

“I thought it would be 
destructive to ask about the 
details and try to find out 
what was true." Mrs. Mc- 
Gann told time in an inter- 
view conducted Friday. 
“I'm an adult. I accepted 
Dick’s apology. I said, 'let 
him who is without sin cast 
the first stone.’" 

“I felt very upset. We 
talked about it. but I didn’t 
grill him on the details.” she 
said, adding that they hud a 
20-year relationship. 

A Newsweek poll released 
Saturday found 24 per cent 
of U.S. voters surveyed 
Thursday said they were 
less likely to vote for Mr. 
Clinton because of Mr. 
Morris' resignation. 

Also on Saturday, the Wa- 
shington Post reported that 
the Clinton-Gore campaign 
will examine thousands of 
dollars of expense account 
payments to Mr. Morris to 
ensure the campaign did not 
pay any expenses related to 
his alleged affair with a 
prostitute. 

The paper quoted cam- 
paign genera] counsel Lvn 
Utrecht as saying she did 
not think the review would 
find anything amiss because 
the campaign has strict rules 
on what it will reimburse. 

Campaign records show 
the Clinton-Gore ‘96 Pri- 
mary Committee Inc. paid 
Mr. Morris a total of 
$231,048 in consulting fees 
and expenses from April 
1995 through this July, of 
which nearly $27,000 was 
listed as hotel or travel 
expenses, the Post reported. 

Mr. Morris does not plan 
to advise Clinton even on an 
informal basis now that he 
has resigned, he told Time. 

ta I’ve sent myself out of 
the game.” he said. "I'm not 
going to run the campaign 
from the locker room. I told 
the president that." 


Dole to seek National Guard role against drugs 


WASHINGTON (R) — Republican presidential candidate 
Bob Dole Saturday said President Bill Clinton’s ami-drug 
strategy sends a “no big deal" message to youth and has led 
to an increase in drug use in the past four years. 

'‘Unfon unate ly. from its very first days in office, the 
Clinton administration — through neglect and ineptitude — 
has sent u very different message. A message that drugs are 
no big deal.” Sen. Dole said in an radio address. 

Sen. Dole was to unveil an anti-drug strategy Sunday 
before the National Guard Association which would call on 
the guard to help in the fight and would beef up funding for 
the office of national drug control policy. 

In Washington where he was meeting with campaign staff 
in advance of the Sunday speech. Sen. Dole said the 
Democratic president had reversed the strong ami-drug 
message of the Republican administrations of Ronald 
Reagan and George Bush. 


half-brother was nearly killed by drucs. 

Sen. Dole said he would use the White House as u “bullv 
pulpit against the glamorisation of drugs. "I will not be 
atraid to criticise those in the entertainment industry and 
elsewhere who glamorise drug use." he said. 

Sen. Dole’s campaign manager. Scott Reed, told CNN the 
campaign would take on the fight against drugs as “a moral 
issue, that this country will now do somethine about this 
drug epidemic that is wiping out generations of our kids in 
school. 

He said Dole would propose ways 10 improve coordina- 
tion between the military and law enforcement and other 
federal agencies such as ,he Immigration and Natural 
ben-ice and the U.S. Customs Service. 

The Clinton campaign fired back Saturday with a new 
advertisement rebutting the Dole ami-drug ad whkh 
accused Mr. Clinton ot culling the budget for die campon 
acainst druos hv 83 rwr .. 


Catholics bum 
condoms, sex 
books 4 

NAIROBI (AFP) — The 
Roman Catholic Church in 
Kenya set Fire to sex educa- 
tion books, aids awareness 
pamphlets and condoms, 
describing them as '’porno- 
graphy”. to demonstrate its 
opposition to artificial birth 
control, local newspapers 
reported Sunday. The 
Archbishop of Nairobi Car- 
dinal Maurice Otunga led a 
congregation of young 
faithfuF in torching the 
books and condoms at the 
city’s Uhuru Park Saturday. 

A similar ceremony to de- 
nounce contraception and 
sex education literature 
was held jointly by the 
Roman Catholic Church 
and the Muslim clergy in 
Nairobi in August last year. 
The Roman Catholic 
Church opposes the use of 
contraceptives, saying theyjjl 
encouraged sexual promis- 
cuity and immorality. 

Man holds woman 
hostage aboard 
lifeboat 

MANILA (AFP) — A man 
armed with a shotgun and 
hand grenades hijacked an 
inter-island ship and held a 
passenger hostage on a 
lifeboat before surrender- 
ing Sunday in an 11 -hour 
high seas drama, officials 
said. Amie Ang. senior vice 
president of the company 
that owns the vessel, the 
Saint Francis De Asisi, said 
the suspect suddenly 
grabbed seven passengers 
shortly before midnight 
Saturday and demanded 
50.0(H) pesos i $1,923) and 
a lifeboat. The suspect, 
identified as Rolando Glo- 
ria. 2 i . released six passen- 
gers after being handed the 
money but took a woman 
hostage. Elsie Ortizo. with 
him aboard the lifeboat and 
sped away. Mr. Ang said 
the ship, belonging to Ne- 
gros Navigation, was on its 
way from Manila to Iloilo 
r 'city in the central Philip- 
pines when the incident 
happened near the Cuyo 
group of islands, about 400 
kilometres south of Manila. 
The ship diverted from its 
route to shadow the life- 
boat and radioed a nearby 
Coast Guard station for 
help. The hostage-taker 
was forced to surrender 
peacefully II hours later 
after the ship and a Coast a) 
Guard patrol boat closed in 
on the lifeboat, Mr. Ang 
said. 

Barnard in row 
over ‘rejuvenating’ 
creams 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Heart transplant pioneer 
Dr. Christiaan Barnard, is 
at the centre of a row here 
over a range of “rejuvenat- 
ing” creams, it was report- 
ed Sunday. South African 
Barnard, who performed 
the world's first heart trans- 
plant in 1967, was quoted 
as saying that his name and 
face are being used to pro- 
mote “stay-young” skin 
products, without his per- 
mission. Barnard, 73, has 
lodged a complaint with 
the Hong Kong Trade De- 
velopment Council deman- 
ding “urgent” action 
against Glycel. the corapa- . 
nv involved. Glycel bosses f 
have hit back, vowing to 
fight the complaint. Sun- 
day’s South China Mor- 
ning Post reported. Glycel 
claims Professor Barnard 
signed a contract agreeing 
to endorse the product. The 
row is over Glycel’s claim 
that its Swiss-made lotions, 
containing glycoshingo- 
lipids (GSL) penetrate- the 
skin and repair ageing 
cells. Brochures handed 
out at Glycel’s Causeway 
Bay shop carry pictures of 
a smiling Barnard beside 
what appears to be a signed 
endorsement of the prod- 
uct the report said. Bar- 
nard has denied any such 
endorsement. “At no point 
did I say that this product is 
of any value,” he said in his 
written complaint. He said 
his experiments dealt only 
with the effect of GSL on M 
living cells. “There is no w ' 
proof that it has any effect 
when applied externally to 
the skin.” A Glycel spokes- 
man was quoted saying 
Prof. Barnard had agreed 
“a few years ago” that the 
company could use his 
name. 
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Workers carry a victim’s body of the Russian airliner that crashed on an Arctic island of Spitzbergen in Norway. 
Bad weather and tough terrain have made it difficult for rescue teams to recover the frozen an shatter'd bodies of 
all the 114 passengers that died on board (Reuter photo) 

Russians find voice recorder of doomed plane 


LONGYEAR. Norway (R) 
— Norwegian officials said 
Sunday the voice recorder 
of a crashed Russian pas- 
senger plane had been 
found by Russian rescue 
workers on a mountain top 
on the Arctic island of 
Spitzbergen. 

The find followed the re- 
covery of the flight recorder 
in the snow near the Tupo- 
lev TU-154's tail section 
Friday, the day after the' 
plane slammed into the 
mountainside killing all J4J 
people on board. 

Both boxes were to be 
flown to Moscow for exam- 
ination of flight data. 

The voice recorder was 
discovered by two Russian 
rescue workers who had il- 
legally entered a secure area 
on the mountain plateau 
Saturday. 

. The two, belonging to an 
.lirrneinber team of moun- 
taineering experts flown in 
from Moscow, were taken 


in for questioning by Nor- 
wegian police and only 
released at midnight. 

“They found some pass- 
ports and also something 
they said must be the voice 
recorder,” Deputy Spitzber- 
gen Governor Rune Hansen 
•told a news conference. 
"They marked the recorder 
with a stone. 

Our personnel this morn- 
ing recovered the voice 
recorder where the Russians 
said they had found it" 

Ann-Kristin Olsen, gover- 
nor of the Norwegian Artie 
territory. Saturday accused 
the Russians of breach of 
trust and of failing to 
respect that the investiga- 
tion was headed by Norway. 

Mr. Hansen said the men 
apologised for entering the 
area alone and explained 
that they had not deliberate- 
ly violated Norwegian 
Authority. They had been 
flow in by a Russian heli- 
copter to survey the top of 


the crash site hours after 
setting up a base camp in 
the valley below. 

Asked why Norwegian 
rescue workers had not 
found the voice recorder 
despite having searched for 
three days, Mr. Hansen said: 
“'We are doing a systematic 
search according to plan. 
They were eager to go to 
work and they went ahead 
of the plan. 

"We are happy that they 
found the voice recorder... 
but this operation is 1 00 per 
cent led by Norwegian staff. 
This is Norwegian territo- 
ry,” Mr. Hansen said. 

The incident was a 
reminder of cold war days 
when the Norwegians and 
Russians on Spitzbergen 
found themselves on differ- 
ent sides. Norway, which 
governs the island, is a 
member of NATO. . 

Ms. Olsen, who Saturday 
ordered the Russian ibase 
camp dismantled and the 


team sent to the nearby 
Russian settlement of Ba- 
rentsberg, said the Russians 
would return during the day 
by helicopter, weather per- 
mitting. A meeting with 
Russian officials would de- 
termine how the coopera- 
tion would continue, she 
said. 

Twenty bodies were 
brought down from the 
crash site Saturday to the 
town of Longyear and 
flown to the northern Nor- 
wegian city of Tromsoe, 
800 kilometres to the south, 
for formal identification and 
autopsy. 

The recovery work was 
hampered Sunday by fog. 

The dead were Russian 
and Ukrainian miners, some 
with their families, who 
were on their way to work 
in the coal mines on the is- 
land. Fewer than 3,000 peo- 
ple ...live on. . Spitzbergen, 
winch: has one of the 
world’s harshest climates. 


Hurricane tracks toward northeastern U.S. states 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Hurricane Edouard churned 
northward Sunday off the 
U.S. eastern seaboard, send- 
ing pounding waves along 
the coast and threatening 
beachgoers during the 
three-day, summer-end La- 
bour Day weekend. 

Hurricane watches were 
extended northward from 
Cape Charles. Virginia, to 
Merrimack River. Massa- 
chusetts. the U.S. National 
Weather Service office in 
Miami. Florida, reported in 
its 11 p.m. (0300 GMT) up- 
date. 

The massive storm 
swirled at sea with sus- 
tained winds of 1 S5 kilome- 
tres per hour. The eye of the 
storm was some 720 kilo- 
metres south-southeast of 
Long Island, New York, 
moving north at 25 kilome- 
tres per hour, the sendee 
said. 

“If Edouard does not turn 
away from the coast ... 
Hurricane conditions could 


ar-rive at' the coast early 
Mon-day morning." the 
weather service said. 

“Large swells are expect- 
ed along portions of the 
U.S. easr coast over the next 
day or two in association 
with hurricane Edouard,” 
the service added. 

The storm’s direction 
means it could hit Long 
Island or even parts of New 
England, although meteo- 
rologists remained uncer- 
tain about its movement. 

“If it keeps moving, the 
threat will be somewhere in 
New England," said Ken 
Reeves, a meteorologist. 

Meanwhile, beachgoers 
along much of die mid- 
Atlantic coast were told to 
avoid swimming in waters 
above the knee level to 
avoid dangerous tides. Sur- 
fing was permitted in some 
areas. In New Jersey, beach 
patrols warned bathers to be 
careful, restricting some 
beaches and dosing others. 
But surfers cast caution — 


and themselves 


to the 


waves. 

‘This is the best surf of 
the summer, no doubt.” said 
Matthew Notch. 24, as he 
and his wife, Christine, 
struggled into their wetsuits 
at Cape May. New Jersey. 

"There’s a lot of water out 
there. For surfing, this is 
really what you need.” 

CNN Television reported 
two people had drowned in 
the waters off New Jersey 
and a third suffered a bro- 
ken neck. 

In addition, salvage opera- 
tions of the wreckage of 
TWA Bight 800 off the 
coast of Long Island were 
suspended as the storm 
approached the north. CNN 
reported. 

In the Atlantic, observers 
were watching 3 .5 -metre 
(12-foot) seas, with waves 
up to two metres (seven 
feet) on beaches in North 
Carolina. 

The stonu comes as mil- 
lions of Americans had 


flocked to the beaches for 
the holiday weekend, which 
traditionally marks the end 
of the summer tourist sea- 
son. 

Weather forecasters, 
meanwhile, upgraded tropi- 
cal storm Fran to hurricane 
Fran. As of 0300 GMT that 
storm system was located 
530 kilometres northeast of 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. It 
had maximum sustained 
winds of 120 kilometres an 
hour. 

Fran was moving north- 
west at 11 kilometres per 
hour. 

Tropical storm Gustav 
was following Fran, with 
Gustav’s centre located 
1,750 kilometres east of the 
lesser antilles. 

The storm featured maxi- 
mum sustained winds of 65 
kilometres per hour and was 
moving west-northwest at 
22 kilometres an hour. 

Gustav's motion was ex- 
pected to continue through 
Sunday. 


First shots fired in N. Zealand election campaign 




WELLINGTON (R) — The radical right and their coun- 
terparts on the left fired the first formal shots in New' 
Zealand's election campaign Sunday in a poll that will 
give voters more diverse choices than ever before. 

Campaigning began as a new opinion poll by TV l 
showed support for the ruling Conservative National Party 
falling four points to 35 per cent, its lowest level for six 

months. . 

New Zealanders go to the polls on Oci. 12 in their first 
election under a German-style mixed proportional system 
that has replaced the British-scyle. first-past-the-post sys- 

tem. . . , 

The right-wing Association of Consumers and 
Taxpayers' (ACT/was the first of more than 20 parties to 
formally launch its campaign with a platform of cutting 
government to the bone and eventually abolishing income 
tux* 

Despite heavy financial backing from big business, ACT 
has only made a moderate impact on the polls, with sup- 
port in the TV I poll registered at 4.6 per cent. 

The bis winner in the poll was Labour, up five points to 
19 per cent from a record. low of- 14 per cent, while the 
economic nationalist New Zealand first was steady on -0 
per cent 

According to die TVi poll, if diose trends held in die 
polling booths. National would win 47 seats. NZ First _6, 
Labour 25. the Alliance 15 and the Christian Coalipon 
seven, giving the most likely grouping of NZ First. Labour 
and the Alliance a slight majority to rule. 

Parties need at least five per cent support before they 

win seats in the 1 20-seat parliament. f . 

The poll showed support for the Alliance, a formal 
grouping of five parties, falling by one point to 1- per 
cent, less than half that of earlier polls. . ■ 

Leader Jim Anderton opened the Alliance campaign in 


an Auckland movie theatre currently screening 
Mission:Jmpossible. 

The packed theatre was roused by Pacific island drum- 
mers and dancers in a multi-cultural theme, before Mr. 
Anderton was led iD to the tune of the film 2001: A Space 
Odyssey. 

■’We have to restore to New Zealanders trust in the polit- 
ical process and in their political leadership,” he said. 

The alliance will campaign to reverse New Zealand's 
radical economic reforms of the last 12 years, brought in 
under the National Party and earlier under the Labour 
Party. 

Mr. Anderton argues those parties broke faith with the 
electorate by introducing reforms without campaigning on 
them. 

He promised the Alliance will not coalesce with other 
parties unless there is a preelection agreement something 
others won’t agree to and which may serve to keep the 
Alliance out of government. 

Polls show education and health concern New 
Zealanders most and Mr. Anderton promised to rescind 
user-pay programmes in favour of raising taxes for the 
wealthy and middle class. 

"Let them pay for their education through a progressive 
tax system after they get it, not have a heap of debt all 
through their lives while they are getting it for God’s 
sake.” he said. 

Financial markets have shown few preelection jitters, 
and Sunday's poll has given some fresh comfort despite 
National’s falling support. As well as ACT nearing the five 
percent threshold. National’s other natural partner of gov- 
ernment, the Christian Coalition, registered 5.4 per cent 
support. 


Chechens: Huge task to enforce 
peace, but independence won 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Che- 
chen rebel leaders warned 
Sunday of the huge task 
ahead to implement a break- 
through peace accord end- 
ing the 20-month conflict in 
Chechenya, but insisted 
they had won indepen- 
dence. 

Separatist leader Zelim- 
kban Yandarbiyev. quoted 
by the Interfax News Agen- 
cy, said the accord signed 
early Saturday was “an im- 
portant step toward peace.” 

But, he warned, “there is 
still an enormous amount of 
work to be done and a diffi- 
cult struggle against those 
forces who want to pursue 
the war.” 

His reserved comments 
contrast with the markedly 
more enthusiastic reaction 
of other separatist leaders 
after the accord was signed 
by Alexander Lebed for 
Moscow and rebel Chief of 
Staff Aslan Maskhadov. 

Meanwhile Kobdzh-Akh- 
med Yarikhanov, who led 
the separatist delegation in 
the talks much of the time, 
said foe deal confirmed 
Chechenya’s independence 
and did not put off the issue 
for five years, as claimed by 
Moscow. , 

He said foe accord did not 
contain foe word “status,” 
contrary to foe text of Gen. 


Lebed’s draft proposal. 
Mention of foe word 
“would have been imputing 
doubt on the status, which is 
not foe case,” he told AFP. 

Instead it confirmed Che- 
chenya’s independence. Mr. 
Yarikhanov added, even 
though foe text said “an 
accord on bilateral relations 
between foe Russian Fede- 
ration and Chechen Repub- 
lic must be found by Dec. 
31,2001.” 

Vladimir Lukin, chairman ■ 
of foe parliamentary com- 
mission -on foreign affairs 
and a member of Gen. Le- 
bed’s delegation, admitted 
Saturday foe accord was 
worded so each side could 
claim its own version of 
events. 

Chechen rebel Vice-Presi- 
dent Said-Khassan Abu- 
muslimov immediately said 
then that “for us there is no 
change, Chechenya remains 
independent.” 

Mr. Lukin said, however: 
“We also consider that foeir 
stams has been decided, but 
under our constitution.” 

Mr. Yandarbiyev, who be- 
came separatist leader in 
April on foe death of Dzho- 
khar Dudayev, warned 
against “provocations,” 
which he said supporters of 
a military solution in Che- 
chenya had already begun. 


to try to upset foe accord. 

Speaking to Interfax from 
an unspecified location in 
southern Chechenya,- he ci- 
ted as an example foe airest 
earlier this week of two 
Chechen journalists in 
neighbouring Daghestan, 
which he said was by Rus- 
sian Special Forces. 

The future of Chechenya’s 
Moscow-installed govern- 
ment was also in doubt. 

Mr. Yarikhanov said the 
text of the accord differed 
from Gen. Lebed's draft in 
making no mention of foe 
government; most of which 
fled ro Mos-cow when foe 
peace talks began. 

According to Interfax, foe 
government, headed by Do- 
ku Zavgayev, may resign 
Sunday, obliging Moscow 
and foe separatists to begin 
delicate talks on how to 
form a new administration. 

Mr. Zavgayev himself 
however did not appear 
ready to resign, telling Mos- 
cow Echo radio Sunday that 
he knew nothing about any 
such move and did not 
believe it. 

Gen. Lebed, Mr. Yeltsin’s 
representative in Chechen- 
ya. has said he favours a 
coalition government for 
the north Caucasus repub- 
lic. 

The accord is to be stud- 


ied by foe -Russian govern- 
ment Monday at a meeting 
of key ministries presided 
by Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin. 

In foe first reaction by Mr. 
Yeltsin, who is holidaying 
outside Moscow. Kremlin 
spokesman Sergei Yastr- 
zhembsky told Interfax Sa- 
turday that foe deal “is on 
foe whole based” on a plan 
approved by both president 
and government, but Mr. 
Yeltsin wanted further de- 
tails. 

The Russian military 
command said Saturday the 
last of its troops had pulled 
out of foe Chechen capital 
Grozny to bases on foe out- 
skirts. 

The Chechens recaptured 
most of Grozny from foe 
Russians in an offensive 
which began. Aug. 6. A 
ceasefire was reached Aug. 
22. setting foe current peace 
process in motion. 

The war began in De- 
cember 1994, when Mr. 
Yeltsin ordered the armed 
forces into Chechenya to 
quel! a three-year indepen- 
dence drive. An estimated 
40,000 people have died 
since then and much of 
Chechenva is in ruins. 


Charles 
said to be 
committed 
to Camilla 

LONDON (R) — Prince 
Charles, less foaa a week 
after his divorce was fina- 
lised. is committed to beco- 
ming king with Camilla 
Parker Bowles, his long- 
time mistress, at his side, a 
British newspaper reported 
Sunday. 

“I will never give either of 
them up. Never,” foe News 
Of The World, a top-selling 
tabloid, quoted -foe 47-year- 
old prince and heir to foe 
throne as telling a senior 
member of his inner circle. 

But the Mail On Sunday 
newspaper published a poll 
saying nearly 80 per cent of 
Britons thought Ms. Parker 
Bowles must not be queen, 
and 54 per cent said F^ince 
Charles should give up the 
throne if he married her. 
Almost half said they ac- 
tively disliked' her. 

The Sunday Times report- 
ed: “The prince is motivated 
by two aims: He feels per- 
sonal attacks on her are 
vicious and unfair and be 
realises foat a huge shift in 
public opinion is needed it 
they are ever to marry.” 
Public opinion seems to 
be squarely behind .Prince 
Charles’s ex-wife, now 
known as Diana, Princess of 
Wales, who reluctantly ag- 
reed to foe divorce that en- 
ded foeir 15-year-old mar- 
riage Wednesday. 

She has always attributed 
foe breakup of foe union to 
Prince Charles’s long-run- 
ning affair with Ms. Paiker 
Bowles, a divorced mother 
of two. 

The Mori poll in the Mail 
On Sunday suggested that 
Britons were angry over foe 
treatment of Princess Diana, 
who was forced to relin- 
quish her royal title as part 
of a reported £17 million 
($26 5 million) divorce set- 
tlement. 

The newspaper said foe 
findings posed “a question 
mark over whether Prince 
Charles can ever combine 
his royal destiny with his 
desire for personal happi- 
ness without gravely 
offending his own sub- 
jects.” 

Prince Charles has pub- 
licly stated that he has no 
intention of remarrying and 
sources close to him say he 
has assured Queen Eliza- 
beth that he will not risk 
damaging the already tar- 
nished image of foe monar- 
chy by marrying without 
public support. 

One friend of foe prince 
and Ms. Paiker Bowles told 
foe Sunday Times: “What is 
much more important to 
them both is that a very 
dose and mutually support- 
ative relationship is allowed 
ro continue and thrive” 



An armoured personnel carrier overtakes a bus on a road near Zoqniapa in Guerrero 
state, Saturday, as patrols searching for traces of the EPR (Popular Revolutionary 
Army) which attacked military installations in six different locations killing 14 peo- 
ple (Reuter photo) 

At least one killed in new Mexico clash 

MEXICO CITY (R) — At least one sus- 
pected leftist rebel was killed and four peo- 
ple arrested Saturday in a new clash with 
government security forces in foe Southern 
Mexican State of Oaxaca, officials said. 

“In foe early hours of today members of 
foe Mexican array and state Judicial Police 
... clashed with a group of armed people in 
foe municipality of San Mateo Pinas on foe 
Oaxaca Coast,” the state government said 
in a statement 

“One of foe members of foe aggressor 
group was killed and four people were 
arrested.” 

The joint army-police operation was 
aimed at arresting those responsible for a 
wave of attacks by up to 200 members foe 
Popular Revolutionary Array (EPR) on foe 
night of Aug. 28 in Oaxaca and several 
other states, in which at least 14 people die, 
officials said. 

Radio station Radio Red said one police- 
man was also killed Saturday during an 
operation against foe EPR, but state offi- 
cials could not confirm foe report 

The body of another suspected EPR rebel 
was found Saturday In a village near foe 
Oaxaca tourist resort of Huatulco. He was 
thought to have died of wounds sustained in 
foe Aug. 28 attacks, foe state government 
said. 

Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo 
pledged Friday to hunt down foe EPR fol- 
lowing foe wave of attacks, foe most seri- 
ous in Mexico since foe Zapatista rebel 
uprising in 1994. 

He called foe EPR actions “terrorist” 

“Who has given them the right to try to 
take power by force? That is definitely not 
acceptable it cannot be tolerated ... The 
state, acting within foe law, will use every 
available means to bring these people to 


justice," Mr. Zedillo said in an interview 
with television nerwork TV Azteca. 

Mr. Zedillo promised though that he 
would not allow security forces to commit 
human rights abuses in foeir hunt for foe 
rebels, as they have done in previous 
attempts to stamp out guerrilla movements. 

“I have taken foe decision foat everything 
done to prosecute these criminals must be 
done within the law — without violating 
individual rights ... and cautiously abiding 
by judicial procedure.” he said. 

The rebel group, which officials said 
Friday bad a presence in at least eight 
Mexican states, have called for a popular 
revolt against foe government. 

But Mr. Zedillo, who was due to give his 
second state of foe union address Sunday, 
said foe group had little popular support and 
was trying to prompt foe government into a 
repressive counter-insurgency campaign 
foat might gain foe rebels local support. 

“We will not give them foat pleasure,” he 
said. “They have no social cause foeir cause 
is violence.” 

Refbrma newspaper reported Saturday 
foat foe rebels, in a statement released in 
Huatulco, threatened to carry out further 
attacks in the tourist resorts of Acapulco, in 
neighbouring Guerrero State, and in 
Cancun, in foe Yucatan Peninsula. 

The report could not be independently 
confirmed. 

The White House Friday strongly con- 
demned foe rebel violence, but the U.S. 
State Department said it saw no threat to 
Mexican political or economic stability. 

Mexican officials said security measures 
had been stepped up for Mr. Zedillo's state 
of foe nation address and at oil and gas 
installations, telecommunications ff'iJities 
and roads across foe countrv. 


Sri Lanka seeks foreign help to fight 
terrorism; Britain condemns Tigers 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka asked for foreign help 
to fight terrorism as British 
Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifland left here Sunday 
after condemning foe island's 
separatist Tamil Tiger guer- 
rillas. 

Sri Lanka’s Foreign Minis- 
ter Lakshman Kadirgamar 
said only “joint action” 
would be effective against 
terrorism “whether such acts 
were in Atlanta, in Man- 
chester, in Tokyo or in foe Sri 


Lankan capital Colombo.” 

Mr. Kadir g amar in a ban- 
quet speech in honour of Mr. 
Rifkind said Britain's initia- 
tive to prevent foe abuse of 
asylum and the sharing of 
expertise and information 
was keenly watched by Sri 
Lanka which is plagued by 
violence. 

“Our government is look- 
ing forward to exchanging 
views with your government 
on these valuable ideas." said 
Mr. Kadirgamar, a member 


of Sri Lanka’s minority Tamil 
community. 

“We cannot yield to terror- 
ism,” Mr. Kadirgamar said. 
“Terrorism cannot be justi- 
fied by any political objec- 
tive.” 

Mr. Rifkind, who arrived 
here Saturday on a brief visit 
as parr of a five-nation Asian 
tour, accused foe island's 
dominant Tamil separatist 
group, foe Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) of 
staging terrorist attacks. 
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Framework for picture up north 

THE VISIT of Tansu Ciller, the Turkish foreign 
minister, to Amman on Tuesday will he a timely 
opportunity for leaders of two important states 
contiguous to Iraq to discuss the situation there 
following the advance of Iraqi army units in Kur- 
dish-held territories. Jordan and Turkey should 
be interested in every development that could 
determine the outcome of the new situation since 
it would not only affect trade and oil routes and 
flows but also the stability and security of the 
region as a whole. 

While it is too early to tell what the latest devel- 
opments in northern fraq effectively mean to the 
shape and future of the region as a whole, there 
are basic principles that should guide both 
Turkey's and Jordan's, as well as other countries', 
policies on the situation there. 

First and foremost among those should be total 
agreement on the need to preserve the territorial 
integrity of Iraq. Iran is, in theory at least, in sup- 
port of this goal. But Tehran cannot provide evi- 
dence of it while it backs one Kurdish faction over 
another and uses troops to that end inside Iraqi 
territory. The real reason behind sending the 
Iraqi army into Erbi], the Baghdad regime says, is 
exactly to prevent Iran from using Jalal Tala- 
bani's Patriotic Union of Kurdistan to threaten 
Iraqi oil. trade and territorial interests. 

Secondly, just as Turkey has every right to strike 
whatever economic deals it wants with Iran, 
Tehran cannot use Us improving relations with 
Ankara In dictate to Iraq or any other country in 
the region terms of economic and political engage- 
ment. Jordan — which stands to benefit or lose, 
economically speaking, from any Iraqi decision to 
use or not to use Turkish or Jordanian or even 
Syrian routes for its imports and exports — has 
always taken and will continue to take a princi- 
pled stand in dealing with other states in the Mid- 
dle Eust. regardless of the immediate material 
concerns. True. Jordan has called for political 
ciiange in Iraq, one that is geared towards grant- 
ing the Iraqis their democratic and human rights, 
but this country has also always insisted on 
respecting i the sovereignty and independence of 
Iraq, just as it has insisted on opening all doors 
for genuine regional cooperation among all states 
as a way to defuse tensions and solve crisis. 

It is in this wider context of events that have 
taken place most recently (starting with the 
agreement to implement Security Council Resolu- 
) lion 986. through the formation of the Erbakan 
, got eminent and his visit to Tehran to the latest 
\ incursions h> Iran in northern Iraq) that the lat- 
; est action by Baghdad has to he understood. With 
j this in mind, political sideshows and threats to use 
! force and retaliation have to be either seen in their 
; proper perspective or cut down to size — at least 
for now. 

i 

i ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

i 

• 0 'MMENTING ON the Miu.uiou in northern Iraq, a writer 
: lor Al Ra'i Sunday --.rid that the Kurds whose leaders are in 
' mtem.il power -tntggle arc die victims of the war which has 
U'led for year, and caused unnecessary sufferings. Muh- 
in- sui F:im.iwi m-ted that while the leaders of one faction 
, Ino e Fees ; vvkiiv: help fi.-m Telir.in to subdue their anniver- 
, sane*- ih : Ir miaii leader' are exploiting die situation and try- 
. me t-- Ii.mc a (••■’titi'ld in. northern Iraq and dominate the 
: Kurds !c the light i-f these developments the Baghdad co\- 
emme;:! may Vy no means rem.Jn passive and has no alter- 
eh;, i- m ike speedy mo\ os to restore stability and end 
ih.- ini.-r::.i! eonlliei anv.-ive the waning Kurdish factions. 

. -aid the •' me.: Ir..q has the right to seek all possible venues 
; eu'itie ereigsiiy in northern Iraq and prelect its icrrilo- 
. na! integrity in that n ’kittle region: and therefore its moves 
: to f rhil 'hi >u!d !v e< •n-.ivleivJ as legitimate ;ind aimed at halt- 
, ing funher e-'nllKts which are mainly harming the Kurds 
: them -eh. e'. said the writer He expressed hope Iliat the cur- 
; rein il.w elopiucni would not further delay the oil-lbr-food 
J agreement v or*, luded by die Iraqi government and the U.N. 

S.vun!;. i.'oiineil because mure delays are hound to cause 
: further clierin-js ii*i die Iraqi people me I tiding the Kurds in 
' the tt.«r I t 

TI1L 'inke .ih%crve*l by the Palestinians in the 

, iwupic.i land-. Friday and tile Pa lest ini jii leader’s call on 
Mu •lira- !•« ei -in ergo * *ii Jerusalem to pray at die holy shrines 
| constitute the lirst step taken by die Palestinian leadership in 
; response to Israel's mines to build more settlements on con- 
i iisc.ued Arab territory, s.iij Ahmad Misich. a writer lor Al 
i Ru*?. These niox is are undershuidable and c.tmc as an initial 
j ii.tiur.il reaction and an expression of anger x iv-u-vis tlie 
1 isracli government's disregard ot the Oslo agreements which 
call f« >i the red: ploy mem of Israelis in Hebron and m counter 
! Prime Minister Betty amin Nct.inv.ihu's adamant 'fund with 
| regard to the Jewish .-eu lenient s issue, said the writer. By 
j closing Jerusalem Kiojv worshippers, the Israeli goveni- 
i tuer.l has proved lli.it it vx ill not guarantee freedom ofwoi- 
j ditp m (lie Hot; Cify -i- a Ii.ls Ivcn bragging .ihout all along. 

> .aid prove that ;t ;s gi-ittg ahead with plaits )•* Judins: the 
1 Xi.i’i city .Hid era-e Arab and Mamie characters from the 
j otx. continued the writer. He siiitl while the Palestinians 
were hoping to **ee Jerusalem serving as a s\ mboi of co-exis- 
tence between tlic lol!«»wcrs of the monotheistic religions, 
the Israeli government has proved to be seeking all avenues 
le.nl ing to the destruction ol the jvacc process with titeir 

neiehb'Htis 


FOR FIFTY years the General Agreement on Trade and 
Tariffs (GATT) moved along slowly, and despite ihe 
grumbles of many who at times accused it of being noth- 
ing but a “rich country (as in nation) club", the GATT 
managed to lower tariffs, reduce trade barriers, encourage 
trade and commerce (trade in goods increased by over 14 
folds in the past 45 years) and stimulate global growth 
through enhancing competition in die world of 
international trade. But now that it has been replaced by 
the World Trade Organisation ( WTO), and since the WTO 
has been active for over a year now. one ponders whether 
the world is better off with the successor or not. 

Early in its life, the WTO saw itself buried in a power 
struggle, as it tried first to select members for. of all 
things, the Dispute Settlement Board, an appellate body 
for trade disputes (the panel which has the final say with- 
in the WTO on trade disputes). The European Union (EU) 
and the United States, the two great forces in world trade, 
tried to have two seats each, out of the seven seals on the 
panel. Hav ing the EU and U.S. dominate such a panel, 
would not be appropriate because, the two entities are 
involved in most of the disputes (the U.S. was involved in 
in of the 21 disputes presented to the WTO in 1995). Sc*. 
Iasi fail a compromise was reached when the U.S. and EU 
agreed to one seat each. Of course, many of the countries, 
particularly ones with developing or emerging 
economies, which have recently joined the WTO in order 
to secure some say in trade negotiations, have already 
stoned to ponder the hopelessness of their plight: The 
insignificance of their voices. 

Among the achievements of the WTO was the creation 
of a dispute settlement mechanism which was put to the 
test in 1995 with the following results: Out of the 21 dis- 
putes presented to the Dispute Settlement Board none was 


resolved: last year’s automobile trade dispute between the 
U.S. and Japan was not resolved within the WTO which 
brings to doubt if the '“rich and famous" will ever be sub- 
ject lo the rules they set for the “poor and obscure": the 
talks over admitting Russia and China drug on for a very 
long time and the decisions on their accession to the 
WTO. to my knowledge, are yet to be made; and negoti- 
ations on telecommunications, financial services, and 
audiovisual goods are still in progress. (The U.S. which 
has the world's most liberalised telecommunications mar- 
ket wants all of the 120 members of the WTO to follow 
suiL which would give U.S. giants such as AT&T free 
aecess to the whole world: and of course it will dominate 
any market it chooses to enter). 

A major cause for concern that faces the infant WTO is 
maintaining credibility while at the same time gamering 
the support of the U.S. One easily recalls how the U.S. 
killed the International Trade Organisation (1TO). a sister 
organisation to the World Bank and the international 
Monetary Fund (IMF) which grew out of the Bretton 
Woods Conference in 1944. by refusing to support it. The 
ITO was aborted when the U.S. Congress refused to rati- 
fy its charter on the grounds that the ITO gives the feder- 
al government powers that infringe on the powers of the 
internal powers of the individual states (the only nation 
that had signed the charter of the ITO was Australia). 
Thus, the world became privy to how the mighty can 
cause others to fall. 

In the Japan-U.S. automobile trade dispute, the WTO 
was at a vortex that could have threatened either its exis- 
tence or its credibility: Ruling for the U.S. would have 
made Japan, the world's second largest economy, practi- 
cally an outlaw: and siding with Japan would have made 
the opinion of the American public, which seems to want 


» blame .he res, of theworld^o; ^Wemv 

wMmm 

ta l™ose « Mule faos than panake ,n a trade war 

with the world's largest economy, i . „ Tn 

So is the world better off now that we have a WTO 
instead of a GATT? The answer is the affirmative because 
while the WTO is not so perfect and not an aH-wo-POw- 
erful when it comes to the big countries, it does have «-er 
tain advantages over the GATT. The WTO is a L ■ -N. sml- 
tioned organisation, just like the IMF and the 
Bank, while the GATT was an agreement that operated 
loosely as an organisation: the WTO deals with disputes 
in trade in services while the GATT only dealt with trade 
in goods: the WTO addresses intellectual property- rights 
and the environment, issues which were only slightly 
tackled bv the GATT: the WTO is liberalising trade in 
woven materials and clothes, thus it is dismantling the 
Multi Fiber Agreement which the GATT could not even 
touch; and the WTO is addressing barriers to trade in agri- 
cultural products which was not sufficiently handled by 
the GATT. Therefore, the breadth of the involvement of 
the WTO makes the world better off with it than with the 
GATT. However, the small economies like Jordan will 
always have to remember that the big guys are not always 
fair and because thev are bie. they can always bend the 


Generation 
and other gaps 



Seoul’s path to a civil society: 
How far along? 


By Don Obcrdnrfcr 

WASHINGTON — The 
conviction and sentencing 
of South Korea's two most 
recent former presidents, 
one to death and the other 
to a long prison term, is a 
milestone along that coun- 
try's path to the rule of law 
and a civil society. The 
problem is that nobody can 
tell whether it is an early 
milestone or one near the 
end of the road. 

The rulings of judges in 
the ease of former presi- 
dents Chun Doo Hwan and 
Roh Tae Woo. both former 
generals and formerly fast 
friends, were more of a 
shock to the rest of ihe 
world than the people of 
Korea. For them, the shock 

came lute Iasi year when 
Mr. Roh admitted to hav- 
ing amassed a huge, illegal 
political fund, much of 
which he took with him 
when he left his high 
office, and when Mr. 
Chun's illegal funds were 
subsequently found 

stacked in apple boxes. 

The real turning point 
came in the wake of Mr. 
Ruh's revelation, when 
President Kim Young Sam 
abruptly reversed his earli- 
er stand that transgressions 
of his military predeces- 
sors should be left to •‘the 
judgement of history” 
rather than the contempo- 
rary judgements of the 
courts. Once President 
Kim had threw u the two 
former presidents to the 
wolves, or mure precisely 
to the energised and newly 
empowered public prose- 
cutors. the outcome was 


inevitable. Only the details 
of the sentences were in 
doubt. 

The doubts persist 
because it is highly unlike- 
ly that the sentences will be 
carried out. Outside of 
some family members and 
friends of murdered dissi- 
dents. there is little taste 
for the blood of former 
presidents among the 
Koreans and not much for 
decades-long prison terms. 
To be plunged from the 
power and majesty of the 
Blue House, the South 
Korean version of the 
White House, to the oblo- 
quy of being condemned, 
powerless and in prisoners’ 
garb before the courts is a 
Toss of face almost beyond 
comprehension in a society 
where esteem is all-impor- 
tant. 

In deciding whether, 
when and how to exercise 
clemency. President Kim 
must take into account its 
potential impact on his 
own fortunes during the 
remaining one-and-u-hulf- 
years of his incumbency 
and in his own post-presi- 
dential life. He owes much 
to Mr. Roh for ' swinging 
back toward democratic 
rule and for bringing Mr. 
Kim into the ruling coali- 
tion. and much to the 
Chun-Roh wing of the cur- 
rent ruling party and to the 
provincial region from 
which the former presi- 
dents came. In the half- 
century history of the 
South Korean republic, 
presidents have almost all 
suffered when their power 
ebbed, being either exiled, 
assassinated, persecuted or 


tin this case) jailed. Kim 
Young Sam must be mind- 
ful that the next president 
could rewrite the rules of 
the game, just as he has 
done. 

The convictions and sen- 
tences are an indeterminate 
milestone for just this rea- 
son. The prosecutors and 
the courts are not now 
immune io influence or 
divorced from politics, 
though this week's result 
may help them and the 
Korean people to decide 
they should be. If the 
money-in-politics link can 
truly be broken — as the 
niilitury-in-pblitics link 
seems to have been broken 
irrevocably — then the 
rule of law will be more 
certain than it is today, it is 
instructive that former mil- 
itary colleagues of Mr. 
Chun and Mr. Roh were 
kept behind bars after 
being convicted in court 
Monday, while most of the 
economic operatives and 
industrialists convicted of 
receiving or giving bribes 
were permitted to return to 
their homes and offices. 

Perhaps the greatest 
importance of last week's 
events is to demonstrate 
that the gap may be closing 
between the country’s eco- 
nomic maturity and its 
political immaturity. Eco- 
nomically. this half of a 
divided peninsula has 
become a powerhouse, 
with a per capita income of 
more than $ 1 0,000 and a 
bid io soon join the OECD. 

Politically it has lagged 
behind, partly because of 
the enormous power of its 
presidents as leaders of a 


Confucian society and the 
great power of rhe eco- 
nomic conglomerates 
known as chaebols that 
presidential power helped 
to create and nourish. 
Together they comprise the 
system that Mr. Chun and 
Mr. Roh are convicted of 
abusing. 

Another reason for the 
political lag has been the 
need for a large and power- 
ful army to confront the 
even larger hostile army of 
North Korean across the 
narrow strip of the Demili- 
tarised Zone. Now the 
North Korea military threat 
is diminishing, and the 
South is worried more 
about the consequences of 
a potential collapse than of 
an attack. This accounts in 
pan for the willingness of 
Korean society to humble 
its former military leaders. 

In this week’s court 
actions, the political sys- 
tem and the military were 
subjected to the rule of law. 
Now we will see how far 
Koreans will take the rule 
of law in controversies to 
come, and how far the rule 
of law will take Korea. 

Don Obvrdoifcr. a for- 
mer Washington P>m 
diplomatic correspondent* 
i \ j< in null ist- in- residci t e e 
at the Ft 'reign Policy Insti- 
tute of Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity \ Nit-e School of 
Advanced Intcniiitinnal 
Studies. He contributed 
this comment to the 
Inunniiional Herald Tri- 
bune. 


By Ahha Eban 

FT DID not take me long in 
Gaza to understand that Uiere is 
such a thing as the Fourth 
World. The poverty, the raging 
unemployment, the water and 
food shortages, the unsmiling 
faces in the streets, the perplex- 
ity of die Palestinian leadership, 
do not bring any joy to us who 
were the ruling power by- 
national consensus lor nearly 
30 years. 

The Netanyahu administra- 
tion has never explained why it 
humiliates the . Palestinian 
National Authority (PNAt by- 
ignoring its leader and sending 
Israeli settlers to fragment its 
areas of residence. Two million 
Palestinians, justly described 
by President Ezer Weizman as 
■■Israel*)* neighbours.” feel that 
their interests raise no echo 
with the new Israeli govern- 
ment 

it was a prodigious achieve- 
ment by Yitzhak Rubin and 
Shimon Peres to secure an 
alliance with tlw Palestinian 
mainstream for the suppression 
of Hamas aggression. Whv the 
Netanyahu administration does 
not cultivate this achievement 
is a mystery which no one has 
solved. 

Without the initiative of die 
PLO in inaugurating the peace 
process, there would have heen 
no treaty with Jordan and no 
opening to the rest of the Arab 
World. At the height of the 
peace process. 15 .Arab foreign 
ministers came to Shann Al 
Sheikh lo support Israeli morale 
which was shattered by the sui- 
cide bombings. Tlie interaction 
of Israeli and Palestinian inter- 
ests is the hettri of the peace 
process. 

Israeli opinion has never 
come fully face to face with die 
question of who the leaders of 
the Palesu'nian nation are. This 
is not the same as who they 
once were. They are the joint 
authors of a Declaration of 
Principles dial electrified the 
world when it was promulgated 
exactly Uiree years ago in a sce- 
nario of maximal international 
commitment. 

The declaration stated that 
"llie PLO recognises the right 
Ol tlie state of Israel to exist in 
peace anil security, accepts 
U N. resolutions 242 and 538... 
commits itself to the Middle 
East peace process and to a 
peaceful resolution of the con- 
flict between the two sides.” 

No historian worthy of his 
repuie would refuse to 
acknowledge that this was a 
revolutionary 1 .statement in its 
time. It signified an over- 
whelming ideological victory 
lor Zionism in die context of its 
most crucial relationship. Yet 
”ti May 30. slightly more than 
half of the Zionist world pre- 
tended that these words had 
never been uttered, and pro- 
ceeded as if a revolnuuii of 
thought and expression i n the 
Palestinian community had 
never occurred. 


There has now been an Israeli 
regression to the old eta when 
the slogan "the whole world is 
against us" expressed die Israeli 
mood. 

Within six weeks Egypt has 
threatened to cancel a conclave 
that will continue the achieve- 
ments of the Casablanca and 
Amman conferences: Qatar 
and. Oman ore having second 
droughts: Morocco is closing 
its doors and ears; the expected 
expansion of die Lsraeli flag 
into the Gulf and North Africa 
is frozen: and a Syrian negotia- 
tion w ill only become possible 
when, if ever, an Israeli govern- 
ment decides to define die 
boundary between Israel and 
Syria — as a peace treaty 
invariably does. 

In the present conditions a 
Syrian-lsraeli negotiation is 
unlikely to begin, let alone 
achieve a result. 

My impression of Yasser 
Arafat. Mahmoud Abbas and 
Nahil Shaath is that they are 
pragmatic people who are leak- 
ing for diplomacy, not for vio- 
lence. They ore conscious of 
being Israel’s partners in the 
ami-terrorist cause. They are 
exposed to grave hazards in that 
cause. They know that this sen- 
sational evolution of their anti- 
terrorist Jttitude is attested by 
Israel's security authorities. 
They are told evetyday that 
Israel has a hierarchical struc- 
ture. So do the Palestinians. 
Why then, they ask. does the 
head of the Israeli pyramid not 
deal directly with the head of 
die Palestinian pyramid? 

The Palestinian judgement is 
tliat a summit encounter is 
needed not just for reasons of 
protocol, but simply to get 
things moving. Anyone who 
has sal with Arafat and his asso- 
ciates comes away with the 
lucid understanding that it is Ihe 
ruts who makes the decisions. 

Tlie Palestinian leaders know 
that in a world where F.W. de 
Klerk talks to Nelson Mandela, 
the Irish and British representa- 
tives legitimise the IRA. the 
presidents of Bosnia. Croatia, 
and Serbia meet with one 
another on tlie basis of the Day- 
t* *n agreement and where 
Arafat has been a moving spirit 
in a discourse with Rabin, 
Peres, and die entire Israeli 
gallery, a prudish disdain of the 
elected Palestinian leader has 
colonial implications. It is alien 
to the Oslo accords, which the 
new Israeli government wisely 
promised to fulfill. 

President Weizman. who has 
virtually compelled ihe prime 
minister to receive .Arafat, may- 
or may not have “extended his 
powers, but he emerges as 
much more modem in tempera- 
ment. policy and style than the 
much younger Netanyahu. The 
generation gap seems to have 
gone tlie w rong way. 

The writer is u former foreign 
minister of Imiei. The article 
H reprinted from the 
Jerit\ t tlem Post. 
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By Dr. Maan Abu Nowar 

THE GERMAN scholar, 
Jasper Seetzen, was the first 
European to rediscover 
Jerash in the territory east of 
the River Jordan in 1806. He 
was so impressed by what he 
saw that he wrote in his 
famous diary: “I had the sat- 
isfaction of seeing the 
important ruins of Jerash... It 
is impossible to explain how 
this place, formally of such 
manifest celehrity. can have 
so long escaped the notice of 
all lovers of antiquities.” Six 
years later, more specifically 
on May 2. 1812, John Lewis 
Burehkart visited Jerash and 
then travelled to Amman, 
Kerak and Wadi Musa, 
where in August he redis- 
covered Petri “A rose red 
city half as old as time” 
Sphese two rediscoveries 
encouraged many scholars 
and travellers to visit these 
ancient cities; prominent 
among them were: 

James Silk Buckingham 
(1816), Commander C. L. 
Ibry and Mr. J. Mangles 
(1818), Le Marquis and 
Leon de La horde ( 1 826). the 
Reverend Edward Robinson 
(1836), David Roberts 
(1839), Henry Layard 
(1840), Harriet Marlin eau 
(1847). Charles M. Doughty 
(1876), Princes Albert and 
George, sons of the Prince of 
Wales, Edward VIII ( 1 882), 
Alios' Musil (1896), R. E. 
Brunnow and Von 
Domaszewski (1910) and G. 
Dolman (1911). 

By JS60. reports by schol- 
ars and travellers who visited 
Petra and Jerash. stimulated 
figgreat interest in these cities 
in America and Europe. 
Charitable and religious 
societies were established 
for exploration; The Pales- 
tine Exploration Fund was 
founded in London during 
1865; the American Explo- 
ration Society followed in 
1870: the German Orient 
Company; the French Bibli- 
cal School and others were 
established towards the end 
of the 19th century. 

Although the will of nature 
prevented Jordan from being 
the richest country' in antiq~ 
ulties, it remained until this 
day one of the richest, in 
spite of nine major and 
destructive earthquakes 
which shook its territory. 
Those of 31 B.C., 658 A.D., 
746, 854, 1034. 1546. 1834. 

*4 : and 1837. caused much 
damage. Particularly the 
effect of some of these 
earthquakes on Jerash were 
devastating. According to 
Lankesrer-Harding: “The 

Forum and the main street 
were completely buried 
under debris, the great 
propyl aea of Artemis Tem- 
ple was dilapidated and tot- 
tering.'* The castles at 


Amman. Kerak, Rabadh. 
Amrah, Iraq AI Amir, the 
amphitheatre in Amman. 
Um Qais and many other 
sites suffered great damage 
as well. 

The twenties 

When the emirate of 
Trans-Jordan was estab- 
lished by Emir Abdullah Ibn 
AJ Hussein in 1921. the gov- 
ernment paid little attention 
to antiquities, for they were 
occupied with the priority of 
law and order and the estab- 
lishment of vital national 
institutions. In 1 923, the 
independence of Trans-Jor- 
dan was assured by the 
British government, and the 
country became peaceful 
and stable. Then the Emir 
started to show some interest 
in antiquities, and com- 
manded the government to 
clear the debris from the ‘ 
amphitheatre in Amman, and 
appoint guards to protect the 
antiquities at Jerash. The 
Emir’s interest was further 
stimulated by his visit to 
Petra, where he saw the need 
for the protection and preser- 
vation of antiquities. Howev- 
er. because Petra was under 
the jurisdiction of his father, 
lung Hussein Ibn Ali of the 
Hijaz. he was unable to take 
action there. 

Further interest in antiqui- 
ties was created by the 
“Basilica Affair” which 
caused the main divergence 
between the Emir and Sl 
J ohn Philby, the British rep-' 
resentative in Trans-Jordan. 
On June 4. 1923. Philby 
protested strongly against 
the demolition of a "wall, 
though! by him to be a part 
of a Byzantine basilica, 
which was obstructing the 
buiiding of the new mosque 
of Amman, the present Al 
Husseini Mosque at the heart 
of the city. The government 
responded by stopping the 
demolition, but on orders 
from the Emir they restarted 
it on June 13. and by June 16 
the wall was nearly levelled 
to the ground. After some 
discussions between 

Mohammad Al Unsi and 
Philby, the Emir expressed 
his anger at Philby’s attitude, 
commented on the religious 
aspect of the issue and 
rejected Philby *s protest on 
the grounds that the basilica 
was demolished because of 
the requirement of the 
mosque. The Emir ignored 
Philby and informed the 
high commissioner for 
Palestine of the attention 
paid by the government to 
the amphitheatre in Amman 
and assured him; “I cannot 
accept any interference in 
regard of religious buildings 
that belong to any communi- 
ties under any control. I 
therefore protest against this 


Baghdad announces withdrawal 


(Continued from page 1 1 

“We have warned him that if 
he took that kind of action 
there will be consequences ” 
he said. 

U.S. defence officials in 
Washington said, more than 
300 U.S. planes and 20 war- 
ships were immediately 
available. 

But Iraq warned the United 
. States to stay out. 

$ “The Iraqi people, in the 
‘forefront Iraqi Kurds, are 
ready to provide an example 
that will inevitably remind 
the Americans of the Vietnam 
complex," the government 
newspaper Al Jumhouriya 
declared in a front-page edi- 
torial. 

In Ankara, Turkish Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller 
declared: “Saddam must 

withdraw immediately." 

Iran’s parliament speaker 
Ali Nateq Nouri told parlia- 
ment on Sunday the attack on 
Erbil “has been definitely 
carried out in coordination 
with and a green light from 
Washington.” 

Iran has not commented on 
allegations by KDP officials 
that Iranian forces had 
pushed 40 kilometres into 
northeast Iraq. 

The two Kurdish factions, 
^plii along political Mid tribal 
▼tines. have a long history ol 
bloodshed and shifting 
alliances with the main pow- 
ers in the region — Iraq and 
fraiL 

Ml Tajabani told B BC 
radio that the region could 
Spilt into pro-Iraq and pro- 
tean camps and dropped a 


broad hint that his group 
would look to Tehran for sup- 
port if Washington and its 
allies did not respond to 
Baghdad's intervention. 

In Baghdad, the Muja- 
hedeen-e-Khalq. the main 
Iranian opposition group, 
denied that it was involved in 
the fightng. A Mujahedeen 
spokesman, refuting a claim 
by the Iraqi National Accord 
Movement that Mujahedeen 
fighters had cleared the way 
for the Iraqi army to move 
into northern Iraq and had 
fought alongside the Iraqi 
military against the PUIC 
said: "Such fabricated and 
absurb claims serve only to 
cover up the (Iranian) cleri- 
cal regime’s intervention in 
Iraqi Kurdistan and its dis- 
patch of thousands of Pasad- 
ron (Revolutionary Guards) 
to control and interfere in the 
region." 

Iraq said it launched the 
artaek because the PlfK had 
been cooperating with Iraq’s 
longtime enemy Iran. 

A U.N. official in Erbil 
contacted by telephone from 
Baghdad said Saturday s 
fighting in the city ol some 
one million people had left 
around 100 civilians and 
combatants dead. 

-My estimate is that 100 
are dead if you count the 
Peshmergas." or Kunish 
suenillas. said the official, 
adding he did not know how 
manv were wounded. 

The official said more than 
100 Iraqi tanks as well as 100 
military trucks were still 
deployed in Erbil. 


interference which is unde- 
sirable to me as well as to all 
Muslims.” 

The high commissioner 
asked Professor John 
Garetang from the British 
School of Archaeology in 
Palestine to report on die 
issue. His report included the 
fact that the wall in front of 
the mosque being rebuilt 
was "fortunately of relative- 
ly small interest archaeolog- 
ically owing to the fact that it 
has already been largely 
remodelled and reconstruct- 
ed at various tunes so that its 
original interest and appear- 
ance are no longer main- 
tained.” 

The law of the Department 
of Antiquities was promul- 
gated the same year. 

During 1924. with a bud- 
get of only 305 Egyptian 
pounds, die department 
could only afford to protect 
the ancient city of Jerash 
against encroachment and 
damage to its monuments by 
the local population and to 
continue to conserve the 
amphitheatre in Amman. 
The prime minister issued an 
ordinance on July 5, 1924 
charging all sheikhs and' 
mukbtars of villages of the 
obligation and responsibility 
•for the protection of antiqui- 
ties within their areas, and to 
report to the government any 
damage against antiquities. 
He prohibited the removal of 
any stones from any site and 
warned offenders against 
contraventions. 

There was a substantial 
increase in the budget of 
antiquities in 1925: "4369 
Egyptian pounds were allo- 
cated. and the department 
was able to expand its con- 
servation works to Jerash 
and Kerak. A competent 
engineer was appointed and 
charged with the conserva- 
tion works under the super- 
vision of Professor George 
Horsefieid of the Palestine 
Department of Antiquities 
and Professor John Gars tang 
of the British School of 
Archaeology. In Jerash, tem- 
porary measures were- car- 
ried out to remove the dan- 
ger of the collapse of all- 
structures and monuments. 
In Kerak. the Crusader Cas- 
tle which developed many 
serious faults was undergo- 
ing reinforcement. Particu- 
larly Garstang, who acted as 
adviser to the department in 
archaeological matters, was 
active in visiting and sched- 
uling most known sites in the 
country. Thus so much inter- 
est in antiquities was cleared 
that the Emir commanded 
the government to build a 
small museum in Jerash dur- 
ing that year. 

In July 1925, a new Law of 
Antiquities was promulgat- 
ed. It provided that antiqui- 
ties mean: “Any structure or 
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any art object made .by 
human effort before the year 
1700.” It made reporting 
finds of antiquities by any 
person to the government 
obligatory within seven 
days; it gave the government 
the authority to take mea- 
sures to locate and protect 
antiquities and their sites: 
and it described violations of 
the law and prescribed pun- 
ishments against offenders. 

By 1926, with the acces- 
sion of the District of Maan 
from Hijaz to Trans-Jordan. 
Petra was included in the 
department's jurisdiction. 
The department’s budget 
was increased to 5.S69 
Egyptian pounds to cover 
the new site, and organised 
visits by the department’s 
tourist section to Petra were 
carried out. Professors 
Garstang and Horsefieid 
were able to visit and sched- 
ule the famous site for the 
first time in its history. At 
Jerash the central colonnade 
street was cleared of debris. 
Those portions in clanger of 
collapse in the west side of 
the South Theatre, the gal- 
leries of the North Theatre, 
the great gateway to the Cen- 
tral Temple and other monu- 
ments and columns were 
finally consolidated under 
the careful supervision of 
Garstang and Horsefieid, 
and the Crusador Castle at 
Kerak was buttressed against 
collapse. 

The department’s budget 
was reduced to 5J28 Pales- 
tinian pounds (PP) in 1927. 
While conservation contin- 
ued in Jerash, the depart- 
ment, at the Emir’s* com- 
mand, restarted to conserve 
Rabadh Castle in Ajloun and 
the mosque and tomb of the 
Muslim martyr of Mu’tah, 
laafar (AI Tayar) Ibn Abu 
Talib. near Kerak. The 
Amman Museum was estab- 
lished and a small inscrip- 
tion gallery was built and 
opened to the public in 
Jerash. The Missions Scien- 
tifiques Italiennes en Orient 
excavated a part of- the 
Amman Acropolis. There 
was ' no serious damage 
caused to antiquities by the 
earthquake of July 1 1, 1927, 
although Jerash, Rabadh, 
and Iraq Al Amir were 
affected. 

The department budget 
was reduced bv more than 
half in 1928. to PP 2.132. 
This was because of the bad 
year unahiD for agriculture, 
and because money was 
needed for other more 
important sectors of the 
administration. However, in 
Jerash Yale University and 
the British School of 
Archaeology joint expedi- 
tion relieved the department 
of some expenditure as they 
cleared the St. Theodore 
Church court to the east and 


west The department was 
able to conserve and careful- 
ly rebuild the gateway and 
retaining walls of the stair- 
way to the Temple of 
Artemis. It also cleared the 
pan of the sheet from the 
Nymphaeiim to the museum. 
Id Ajloun, Rabadh Castle 
was buttressed, the entrance 
wall was reconditioned, and 
the western .tower was 
cleared. 

During 1929 and 1930. the 
department continued to 
carry out conservation works 
- in Amman, Kerak, Jerash 
and Ajloun. A small expedi- 
tion was formed by Yale 
University and the British 
School of Archaeology to 
excavate few sites in 1929, 
and the American Expedi- 
tion earned out excavations 
in the area of South 
Tebraltionia in 1930. 

Professor George Horse- 
field was so interested in the 
antiquities of Jordan, that he 
accepted the post of the 
Chief Curator of Antiquities, 
as well as adviser to the gov- 
ernment in 1930. His ser- 
vices w,hich followed were 
much appreciated 


The thirties 

The department budget 
was at its lowest during the 
thirties as can be seen from 
the following list of its annu- 
al expenditure: 

Year Palestinian pound 
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This was due to the fact 
that until 1934 the American 
Expedition and the British 
School of Archaeology had 
covered their expenses dur- 
ing their work in Jerash and 
that very little work was 
undertaken during the Pales- 
tine revolt 1936-1939. Most 
of the finds by excavations 
were catalogued, housed and 
displayed, and properly 
cared for in the Palestine 
Museum in Jerusalem, 
where they were held in trust 
under the title and name of 
the Trans-Jordan govern- 
ment 

During 1933-35 the Amer- 
ican School of Oriental 
Research continued to cany 
out excavations at Jerash, 
and the British School of 
Archaeology continued to 
provide advisors and experts 
to assist the department 
However, towards the end of 
1936, the Antiquities Law of 
1935 was promulgated to 
replace the law of 1925. The 
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Despite suffering great damages as a result of several devastating earthquakes, the 
Greco-Roman city of Jerash remains one of Jordan's most significant archaeological 
site (file photo) 


new law provided that 
“Antiquities means any 
building or object made by 
man before 1 700. be it above 
ground or below ground, 
transferable or non-transfer- 
able. and includes the 
remains of any man or any 
animal before A.D. 600. It 
also provided that “Antiqui- 
ties means especially any 
building or museum or 
remains or things which has 
any relation to or constitute 
evidence in any way on his- 
tory, religion, culture, cus- 
tom. art. knowledge or 
industry.” It declared that 
“AH antiquities discovered 
after the twenty-fourth day 
of July 1922 belonged to the 
government of Trans-Jordan, 
and that no person or public 
institution or any foreign 
government be allowed to 
dispense with it” The law 
also provided for the duties 
and functions of the depart- 
ment and its director.. It regu- 
lated excavations and dis- 
covery, and the purchase or 
acquisition of land of or for 
antiquities, digs and trading. 

During the same year, the 
Franciscan Bible School of 
the Flagellation of Jerusalem 
started conservation works 
on the Monistic buildings 
and the outside walls of the 
church at Siyaghah, near 
Madaba. Some of the finest 
known mosaics in the world 


were found in the church. 

The first ever volume of a 
survey of Trans-Jordan’s 
antiquities was published by 
Dr. Nelson Glueck as the 
annual of the American 
School of Oriental Research. 

Professor George Horse- 
fieid retired on April 1, 1936, 
and was replaced by G. W. 
Lankester Harding as Chief 
Curator of Antiquities on 
August 1, 1936. In his "faith- 
ful” Ford V. 8. bought new in 
1936, which was still going 
strong in 1956, Lankester^ 
Harding visited most parts of 
the country and found that 
the amount of encroachment 
and damage to antiquity sites 
was very small. He noticed 
that the promptness of offi- 
cials in taking action when- 
ever a case was reported had 
greatly discouraged offend- 
ers. 

During 1936, a private 
donation enabled the depart- 
ment to clear the Royal 
Tombs, the Tomb of the 
Roman governor, and to 
complete the excavation of 
the oldest high place in 
Petra. A royal inscription 
lost for thirty years was 
rediscovered and many loose 
pieces of sculpture were 
brought together and buried 
for protection. 

Pere Robert Koppel, of the 
Pontifical Biblical Institute 
in Jerusalem, carried out an 


excavation at Tlailat Al 
Ghussui in the Jordan Valley, 
during that year, as well as 
during 1937. Dr. Glueck of 
the American School com- 
pleted a first season of work 
at Tell Al Khalaifah. His 
excavation revealed that the 
site was an important centre 
for' smelting and refining 
copper. He also began his 
survey in the district of Irbid 
in 1937. In 1938 he contin- 
ued his investigations and 
research in Amman and the 
district of Balqa. 

During 1938. conservation 
works continued by the 
department in Jerash; the 
Forum was almost complete- 
ly cleared of debris, and in 
other areas of the ancient 
city much clearing, restora- 
tion. and repair was carried 
out, and the mosaic floor of 
the Church of SS. Cosmos 
and Damain was completely 
lifted, repaired and relaid. 

In spite of the limited 
financial support allocated to 
the Department of Antiqui- 
ties between 1921-1938, its 
achievement constitute a 
success story. Cooperation 
between foreign and Jordan- 
ian officials was excellent, 
and thanks to the Emir and 
the Arab Legion, the safety, 
freedom to travel and work 
in peace by foreign teams 
and scholars was never inter- 
rupted. 


Foreign Minister David Levy, on an 
official visit to Egypt, said that secret 
contacts were under way between Israeli 
and Palestinian officials and that “we 
hope to reach agreement today” that 
would show “tangible progress” in the 
stalled peace process t see separate story ) 
Faisal Husseini, the top Palestinian 
official in Jerusalem, added to the pres- 
sure on Israel, warning that the Palestini- 
ans would unilaterally declare the cre- 
ation of “an independent state with 
Jerusalem as its capital” if there is not 
rapid progress in the peace process . 

“A meeting (between Arafat and 
Netanyahu) is a must, but it must not be 
just a photo opportunity, there have to be 
concrete results,” be said. 

Me Arafat himself has in recent days 
raised the specter of a new intifada by a 
Palestinian populace fed up with months 
of stalemate and economic hardships 
linked to hardline Israeli policies in the 
territories. 

Meanwhile senior Israeli officials told 
the Jerusalem Post newspaper that 
secret talks between top Netanyahu and 
Arafat aides were close to yielding a 
significant series of "understandings" to 
get the peace process off bold. 

The accomplishments of these talks 
should form the groundwork when 
negotiations on f ulfilling the Palestinian 
self-rule agreement resume this week 
for the first time since Mr. Netanyahu 
won election in May ar the head of a 
right-wing coalition, many of whose 
members 

are firmly opposed to Palestinian 
autonomy. 

The Jerusalem Post quoted a senior 
Israeli official as saying the talks ‘are in 
the advanced stages of obtaining under- 
standings which will break the deadlock 
and give the peace process a real push.” 
The understandings reached so far 
include Israel authorising an increase 
from about 40,000 to 50,000 in the num- 
ber of Palestinians allowed io west in 
Israel, a measure badly needed ro ease 


Arafat-Netanyahu meeting reportedly expected soon 


economic problems in the Pales tini a n 
territories, the newspaper said. The 
Palestinians also agreed to new discus- 
sions oa the terms for Israel’s delayed 
withdrawal from the West Bank dry of 
Hebron, the major issue left outstanding 
from the 1995 interim peace accords, it 
said. 

There were no signs of progress, how- 
ever, in the secret contacts over the emo- 
tional issue of Jerusalem, which Me 
Netanyahu has refused to include in 
future negotiations on a permanent set- . 
dement with Palestinians despite Israel’s 
commitnini to do so under the interim 
accords. 

And nothing filtered out about a posa- 
ble easing of the new government's pol- 
icy of expanding Jewish settlements on 
the West Bank, part of die territories 
where Palestinians want to create their 
state. 

The Jerusalem Post said: 

The “dark channel” — so named due 
to these meetings being shaded in gray 
on a flow chart presented to Ml 
N etanyahu — began oa Aug. 13 and 
continued due to the quiet and persistent 
efforts of Norwegian mediator and UN. 
coordinator for the territories Terje 
Larsen, with the assistance of his wife, 
Norwegian diplomat Mona JuuL 
The set of understandings — to be 
called a “non-paper” in diplomatic jar- 
gon — include the following: 

• The Netanyahu government will 
increase the number of Palestinian 
labourers permitted to work in Israel 
from 37,000 to at least 50.000. On Fri- 
day, the prime minis ter’s office 
announced tersely, following a meeting 
with Netanyahu and top aides, that there 
is an intention to ease the closure. 

» Israel will permit die opening of a 
Palestinian airport in Dahaniya in Gaza, 
wife toe undostanding that Israel mil 
retain security inspection controls, as it 
does at the Rafah and ABenby crossings. 

• Israel and toe Palestinian (National) 


Authority will meet to discuss mutual 
changes in the Hebron redeployment 
agree ment. 

• After the Hebron issue is resolved, 
Israel pledged to negotiate further rede- 
ploymans in the territories which are 
mandated by the Oslo II accord. Under 
that accord, toe first pullback is sched- 
uled for September 7. 

In addition, verbal understandings are 
also being worked oul Specifically, the 
Palestinian (National) Authority wall 
keep institutions in Jerusalem closed, 
and Israel will ensure that Arafat does 
not have trouble flying his helicopter 
between Gaza and the West Bank. 

Both sides have an interest in keeping 
Jerusalem a verbal issue and not putting 
it in writing. For Israel, it is self-evident 
that (he PNA institutions should remain 
closed, because this was already agreed 
to in the pasL For toe Palestinian side, 
however; putting this in writing might 
cause domestic opposition. 

At the same time, it seems that 
Arafat’s willingness to close the offices 
down was due to expectations that Israel 
was about to make some quid pro quos 
— by agreeing to the understandings 
listed above. 

“Significant gaps remain, yet the Oslo 
train moves forward. It seems like just as 
it looks that we are getting derailed, we 
get back on track,” Larsen said, but he 
refused to c onfi r m that arty secret talks 
were taking place. 

An Israeli official praised Larsen, say- 
ing his commitment derived from being - 
the (Hie who started the Oslo talks in Jan- 
uary 1993. The official said; “He is com- 
pletely co mmi tted to protecting the 
agreement he fathered” 

During the last few days, Larsen was 
joined in his efforts by U.S. special Mid- 
dle East coordinator Dennis Ross and 
U.S. Ambassador Martin Indyk. 
Netanyahu originally rebuffed U.S. 
efforts to join the talks, apparently 
believing this would lead to pressure, but 


tins has apparently not been toe case. 

Both Larsen and Gold briefed Ross 
during a visit to Paris last week. More- 
over, Me Abbas kept top Egyptian offi- 
cials informed, and Mubarak's national 
security adviser Osama Baz was briefed 
‘ in Paris last week, as welL 

Meanwhile, white Gold was being 
criticised in. tire media for failing to cre- 
ate “chemistry” with Pales tinians he 
was quietly negotiating toe particulars of 
thedeaL 

Abbas said about his Israeli interlocu- 
tor. “I can do business with Gold.” 

So far; the “dark channel” has sur- 
vived both public crises between 
Netanyahu and Arafat and — albeit with 
considerable difficulty — internal rival- 
ries on both toe Palestinian and Israeli 
side. 

Complicating toe talks, for example, 
has been Palestinian succession politics 
between Ahmad Qourcda and Abbas. 
Qoureia. who negotiated the original 
Oslo accord, Gaza-Jericho and Oslo n 
seconds, accused his political rival 
Abbas of the same charge candidate 
Netanyahu levelled against Shimon 
Peres during the campaign; malting too 
many concessions on Jerusalem. 

On toe Israeli side. Foreign Minister 
David Levy's insistence on a greater role 
in toe peace process, and the right to 
approve every meeting, led to talks 
being delayed at one point for days. 
Levy favoured the creation of a steering 
committee headed by a figure outside 
the prime minister's office that would 
weaken Netanyahu’s hold on toe talks, 
hit in fact, the understandings seem 
about to be readied without the steering 
committee ever convening. 

While Netanyahu's office and Gold 
repeatedly sought a meeting for Dan 
Shomron. head of toe steering commit- 
tee, with Arafat, toe Palestinian leader 
turned tins down as be wanted talks to 
focus on the informal channel. In the 
end, Shcsmon joined toe last meeting of 


the channel last Thursday. 

Apart from the internal rivalries and 
intrigue, external events impacted upon 
the negotiations. During the original 
Oslo talks, Arafat was secluded in 
Tunis and did not allow adverse Pales- 
tinian public opinion — to the Hamas 
deportees or the closures — to impact on 
the substance of the talks. But now that 
Arafat is in Gaza be has had to react dif- 
ferently. 

After he agreed to the closure of Pales- 
tinian institutions in Jerusalem, Arafat 
viewed • the announcement of further 
construction in the settlement of Kiryat 
Sefer as something he could not let pass. 
Arafar viewed such events as an effort to 
humiliate him personally and would pri- 
vately say that Netanyahu was “not an 
honourable man.” 

IBs right to fly his helicopter between 
the West Bank and Gaza betarae a sym- 
bol of Iris dignity, no less than an indis- 
pensable vehicle of exercising legitima- 
cy for his rule in toe West Bank and not 
just at his headquarters in Gaza. 

For his pan, Netanyahu has been con- 
cerned about two external events. 

First, there is the scheduled meeting 
Thursday in Washington of more than 
■ two doner countries which could have 
turned into a “blame Israel” session, as 
Palestinians are complaining that a $90 
million deficit for 1996 was due to 
Israel's closure of the tenitaries. 

Western diplomats have speculated 
that the lack of.discemable movement 
on the peace process combined with any 
refusal by toe donors to provide more 
funding to the PNA, would lead Egypt 
to cancel tire regional economic summit 
planned for Cairo in November, and pin 
tire blame on Netanyahu's refusal to 
move forward on the Isradi-Palestinian 
track. 

This charge was bound to be echoed' 
by Shimon Peres, the driving face 
behind the regional economic summits, 
which began with the conference in 
Casablanca in 1 994. 
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Bataineh welcomes investors Arab policies seen as obstacle to investment 
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By Samir Ghaui 

Spec iti! to :itc Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Local. Arab and foreign 
investors need not await official 
announcements offering sale of govern- 
ment shares in various entities because 
the Jordan Investment Corporation (JIC) 
is willing to consider buying requests ut 
any time. JIC Director-General Moham- 
mad Bataineh told the Jordan Times 
Sunday. 

Noting that all government iu vestments 
in public shareholding or any other 
types of companies fall under the JIC 
domain. Mr. Bataineh said investors can 
choose from a list of SO companies 
where the government owns shares that, 
at book value, are worth about JDI70 
million. 

Mr. Bui. tinch explained that the govern- 
ment "divestment policy” aims at reduc- 
ing the state equity to between 10 and 20 
per cent in most companies except a few 
that arc seen as strategic ones. The gov- 
ernment has stakes ranging between 90 
per cent an J 0. ( per cent in various com- 
panies. 

The JIC chief >ires%ed that the corpora- 
tion was n«>t only the government’s arm 
for divestment as it also conducts stud- 
ies and explores investment opportuni- 
ties in cooperation with the private sec- 
tor. . liiiouc!’ new JIC investments would 
stay low and within the 10-20 per cent 
range. He pointed out that as of today 
(Sundav).ihe former Jordan Electricitv 


Authority has become another state- 
owned commercial entity' under the JIC 
umbrella as a first step towards privati- 
sation in accordance with the principles 
indicated previously. The authority is 
now known as the National Electric 
Power Company. 

Other government-owned entities such 
as the Telecommunications Corporation 
and the Public Transport Corporation 
will also be under the JIC responsibility 
upon transforming them into state- 
owned commerciafentities in the future, 
Mr. Bataineh said. 

Asked to evaluate the cooperation 
between the JIC and the private sector in 
launching new projects. Mr. Bataineh 
stressed that the corporation plays an 
important role in this regard as the pri- 
vate sector seeks to gain some assurance 
and security by ensuring that a govern- 
ment stake is held in various schemes. 
Mr. Bataineh said the private sector con- 
sider JIC investments as a buffer against 
any shocks and a guarantee for a smooth 
relationship with the government espe- 
cially during the early 7 stages of opera- 
tions. 

He agreed that the Social Security Cor- 
poration (SSC) stands as the biggest pri- 
vate sector investor but he emphasised 
that neither JIC nor the SSC influence 
the investment decision of each other. 
“They conduct their own studies and 
they (SSC) take their own decisions 
without any involvement or interference 
from our side.” Mr. Bataineh affirmed. 


IMF, World Bank to press Paris 
Club on debt plan for poorest 


WASHINGTON iAFP. — 
Tr.e International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) and the 
World R ink will r.sk West- 
ern cretiiu-r nations to 
re.. e!; a dcei.-i« >i; hi the next 
two months on a plan to 
case (he debt held by the 
world’s poorest nations. 

A joint document pre- 
pared by the fund and the 
bank added that executive 
boards from the two bodies 
will also examine the debt 
scheme at meetings here in 
the second week of Sep- 
tember. 

Carrying an overall mini- 
mum cost of $5.6 billion . 
the proposal would commit 
all the bilateral creditors in 
the Paris Club to taking 
part in a debt-relief initia- 
tive targeting eight to 20 
countries, principally in 
Africa. 

The document obtained 
Friday spells out in detail 
the process by which bene- 


ficiaries- would be selected, 
the means that would be 
mobilised to help them and 
an official timetable to be 
followed. 

But the study sheds no 
light on whether or nor the 
IMF will finance its partic- 
ipation through the sale of 
some of its gold, nor on the 
eventual involvement on 
the Paris Club. 

It said the plan “assumed 
that Paris Club creditors 
would indicate a willing- 
ness to provide a reduction 
of up to 90 per cent on eli- ' 
gible debt on a case by 
case basis.” 

At present club members 
traditionally forgive up to 
67 per cent of debts owed 
by the poorest countries. 

If the new scheme wins 
the backing of the IMF and 
the bank in early Septem- 
ber. according to the docu- 
ment. members of the Paris 
Club would be asked “to 


convene a meeting within 
two months" to make their 
own decision, according to 
the document. 

Non-governmental org- 
anisations. eager to see the 
debt question resolved 
once and for all, have 
expressed anxiety over the 
indecisive ness on the pan 
of the IMF and Paris Club. 

“The whole debt initia- 
tive is in danger of ending 
up as arfCSipty charade if 
the Paris Chib and the IMF 
don’t make immediate 
progress.” warned Justin 
Forsysth of Oxfam 
International. 

A proposal for the IMF 
to sell off part of its gold, 
in order to re-invest the 
profits and finance the debt 
scheme, has made little 
headway in the face of 
opposition from Germany. 
Italy. Switzerland and sev- 
eral northern European 
countries. 


THE Daily Crossword by Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
: Kind of bandage 
6 Food 

fO Son of Noah 

14 Old Greek city 

15 Swiss river 

16 In — 

(completely) 

17 Appears 
magnified 

1 6 Exclude 
20 Valued 
22 Rumor 
2? Levin and 
Gershwin 

24 Bullets 
26 lean-to 
2? Mcp 

o0 Greek letter 

55 Onent 

?4 Lambohop s 
Lewis 

25 Max. — Sydow 
3t Tiny part 

40 Hawaiian guitar. 

briefly 
4t Cancel 

42 Poker money 

4 3 Paronomasia 

44 Rank 

45 Fireplace facing 
47 Strays 

43 Knave 

4? Ital«an commune 
52 Incensed 

56 Type <?f flat 
55 — Gay 

60 Marsh plant 

61 Rainbow 

62 Fishing line 

63 Box 

64 Masculine 

65 Demi — 

DOWN 

1 Bargain event 

2 Players for pay 

3 Rhythm" 

4 Acquire 

5 Say strongly 

6 Bistros 

7 Stubborn 

8 Mineral earlh 

9 Tiny 

1 0 Office employee 

11 Gangster 

12 Small case 


no ITT |12 |i3 


126 1 27 1 28 


1 30 31 32 


149 150 |51 


153 54 [55 
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13 US feminist. 

Lucretia 
19 Mixed dnnk 
21 Springtime 

24 Expect 

25 Chagall 

26 Frame 

27 Japanese 
verse 

28 Poplar 

29 Author Hite 

30 Happening 

31 Rich cake 

32 Heavenly one 
34 Altempls 

37 Litter of pigs 

38 Ski iift 

39 Colored 
handkerchief 

45 Rug 

46 Nab 

47 Church official 

48 Jinx 

49 Biblical book 
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50 Dinner course 

51 Earthenware 
crock 

52 — de-boeuf 
(oval window) 


53 Departs 

54 Annexes 

55 Valley 

57 Goal 

58 — la la 


ABU DHABI (.AFP) — 
Arab states have failed to 
stop a steady capital flight 
and lure foreign investment 
needed for their ailing 
economies because they 
have adopted wrong poli- 
cies. a regional study has 
said. While many develop- 
ing nations have reported a 
sharp rise in capital inflow 
due to reforms, Arab coun- 
tries have remained the 
least attractive for 
international investors, said 
the study by the Union of 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry in the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). 

“Arab countries should 
have the political and social 
will to welcome foreign 
investment and regard it as 
a supporting rather than a 
competing element in their 
development efforts,” it 
said. 

‘These countries are still 
looking with suspicion at 
the foreign capital, consid- 
ering it as one of the tools 
of modem economic 
colonisation and an instru- 
ment to sap the local 
resources." the study added. 

From an average S3. 1 bil- 


lion annually during the 
1980s, direct foreign invest- 
ment pumped into the 22- 
member Arab League 
plunged to around SI. 8 bil- 
lion dollars in 1994, the 
study pointed out 

The 1994 figure account- 
ed for only 0.8 per cent of 
the total foreign capital 
recorded in developing 
countries. 

In the GCC states — 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. 
Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) — foreign invest- 
ment dived from around SI 
billion in 1990 to $334 mil- 
lion in 1994. 

In contrast $200 billion 
to $300 billion have been 
syphoned out of the Arab 
region since the mid 1980s. 
according to the study. 

"The decline in die 
domestic investment is very 
large and serious. We 
should work to identify all 
its reasons.” it said. 

The decline occurred 
although several Arab 
countries have sought to 
improve investment laws 
within reforms intended to 
tackle persistent economic 
problems. They include 


accumulating foreign debt 
slow growth rates, low 
investment, unemployment, 
inflation and budget and 
trade deficits. 

Arab officials have 

repeatedly urged local 

investors to take advantage 
of the reforms and repatri- 
ate part of their overseas 
funds. But investors aigue 
the local market is relative- 
ly small and most regional 
countries lack economic 
and political security for 
their investments. 

Bankers said billions of 
dollars had returned to the 
region since the end of the 
Gulf war but they noted 
such funds remained a frac- 
tion of the total Arab invest- 
ment abroad, estimated at 
between $600 billion and 
S800 billion. 

“Investment laws have 
become much better in 
some Arab countries fol- 
lowing the introduction of 
new incentives.” a Gulf 
banker said. 

“But this is not enough. 
As an investor. I also con- 
sider security risks. Several 
Arab states are still consid- 
ered potentially unstable 
whether because of their 


regimes or disputes with 
their neighbours." he indi- 
cated. 

The GCC study said for- 

eign capital, especially 

from industrial states, could 
largely benefit Arab 
economies as it will bring 
in cash and technology and 
help upgrade local products 
and find new export outlets. 

U also could have nega- 
tive effects as some 
investors disregard domes- 
tic development and envi- 
ronmental concerns of the 
host country, it added. 

"But we should look to 
these negative effects 
objectively. Such problems 
could not be tackled alto- 
gether and we should not 
adopt a completely negative 
stand. Everything in the 
world carries negative and 
positive elements." the 
study stressed. 

"We call od Arab states, 
especially the GCC. to 
revise their strategies con- 
cerning the attraction of 
foreign investment ... They 
should go further in liberal- 
ising their economies and 
encourage investment in all 
sectors." it urged. 


Middle East bank to 
open in November !97 


KLM hosts reception 


CAIRO t AFP) --The Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
Development Bank will 

open in November 1997, a 
high-level Egyptian official 
said Saturday after the 
agreement creating the 

bank was concluded. 

The Lhtited States and 
Russia formulated the 

agreement creating the 

bank, and other founders 
must sign it by October 
1997. Rauf Saad. deputy 
foreign minister for eco- 
nomic affairs, told journal- 
ists. 


The agreement allows 
other countries to join the 
bunk, whose creation was 
decided in October 1995 in 
Amman during the second 
economic conference on 
the Middle Easr and North 
Africa. 

The United States, ' the 
largest shareholder, will 
contribute 21 per cent of 
the capital, followed by 
• Japan, which will put up 
9.5 per cent with Russia 
providing six per cent. The 
bank’s capital will be $5 
billion. 


THE ROYAL DUTCH 
Airlines (KLM) office in 
Amman. .Saturday, hosted 
a reception at the Regency 
Palace Hotel to review 
KLM’s march and award 
certificates of appreciation 
to travel agents who 
exceeded expectations in 
terms of their sales of tick- 
ets on KLM flights. 
Addressing the gathering, 
the KLM office manager 
Sharif Fathi, reviewed 
KLM’s achievements in 
A mman over the past year, 
and noted the unique ser- 
vices provided by KLM. 


He added that KLM has 
won the satisfaction of its 
agents as well as its clients. 
"Had it not been for the 
support KLM received 
from official Jordanian 
institutions, including 
Royal Jordanian, the Civil 
Aviation Authority, as well 
as travel agents and pas- 
sengers, these achieve- 
ments would not have been 
accomplished. Mr. Fathi 
said. The reception was 
attended by a large number 
of travel agents, business- 
men and media representa- 
tives. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
DO by Henri Arnold and Mika Argirior 



Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
tour orctnary words. 


When do we gei to 
the {Hsh Hne? 


nlsJiHne? 

j 


“Opening the refrigerator burned 
one calorie, so you’ve earned a 
one-calorie snack.” 


JAROM 


CI 696 Tau* OKU Se 

CYDUH 


TUBECK 


DARIFA 


Print answer here : A 


Yesterday’s Jumbles: LURID JUMPY PURPLE ADVICE 
1 Answer What the contractor had lo do when the 
olumber finished — PAY THF -pipfr- 


WHAT THE EX- 
JOCKEY CONSIDERED 
HI6> RAILROAD WORK. 

h - •< 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by tho above cartoon, 


Peanuts 


WHAT IF A 
BALL 15 HIT 
OVER MY HEAP? 


AND WHAT IF I 
CHASE IT, AND FALL 
OFF THE ED6E OF 
THE WORLD AND Y3U 
NEVER 5EE ME AGAIN? 




THE WORLD ISN^T FLAT.. 
THE WORLD IS ROUND 
LIKE THIS BALL WHICH 
YOU WOULDN'T KNOW 
BECAUSE YOU'VE NEVER 
CAUGHT ONE! 





A SENSITIVE 
PERSON SHOULD 
NEVER PLAY 
RIGHT FIELD.. 




Andy Capp 
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HOROSCOPE t 

FORECAST FOR .Ajl l » 

MONDAY. SEPTEMBER, 1'V 

2, 1996 

■■1 L* 

By Thomas S. Pierson, / 

Astrologer. Canoll 
Righ ter Foundation 0 j|l 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Get everything ;i|’ 

working smoothly at 1 

home Today and tonight 
don’t spend money on if {k 

expensive pleasure or you 
could find yourself short 
of funds when it is neces- ,■']'! L 

sary. This is a good time 1 
to visit close friends. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Handle the cor- 
respondence today which 
is awaiting your attention. 

Pay more attention to 
your mate tonight and you 
can both have a romantic 
rime together. You can 
consult "with a bigwig 
concerning some new 
project. 

GEMINI: (May 21 t™ 

June 21 ) Get your practi- 
cal difficulties handled 
today since you are think- 
ing cleverly.* however take 
nor risks with your ; . 

finances or reputation. r 

Later this evening will be 
good for you to have 
some fun with your loved : . 

ones. 

MOON CHILDREN: 

(June 22 to July 21) Take 
any health treatments you 
may need during the day- 
time today however avoid 
risky business affairs 
tonight so that you can - • . . 
handle any difficult situa- 
tions which could devel- ; 

op. This is a good time for 
completing new projects. : - ' 

LEO: (July 22 to August 

21) Make a plan today 
j ju.st how to gain youn 

most desired private aimsjp 
Come to the right deci- ■ 

sion and forget pleasing •' 

others who do not have 
your best interest at heart 
and don't vvhat you be 
successful in the days L - 

ahead. 

(August 22 to September 

22) Plan how to please :: - - 
any close friends today 
who have proved loyal 

■•and steadfast with you ::V. 

"and you can gain more :• 

good will. Later this . 
evening you can consult : \ 

with a knowledge person :r\. 

and gain much needed ••:■■■ 

advice. ...... 

• LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Handle ?. 

those outside duties today 
which are important dur- 
ing the daytime however^- 
avoid seeking pleasure** 
this evening since you 
discover that you need to - 

consult with a bigwig and •• * 
complete a new project. -- . 

SCORPIO: (October 23 ,'-7. r 

to November 2 1 ) Get new j ' . 

ideas operating today i „ 

which can make your life ’ ; ■„,! .tl'l 
much brighter in the days ; v, “Jp 

ahead. Take it easy at 
home with your loved Ctj" 1 

ones and relax for you 
[ will have important duties 
to contend with later this ’ i: '* 
week. 

SAGITTARIUS : V " 

(November 22 to Decern- : "' 

ber 2 1 ) Keep busy at per- • 11 fl 
sonal. practical affairs - 

today however remain 
loyal to the persons who ■ 

are loyal to you. Later this 
evening you can seek out i 

dose friends and have a J 

fun time together out on l'^- — 

the town. I 

CAPRICORN: (Decern- j 

ber 22 to January' 20) Be 9 

more successful in a part-^* ^ 

nership with fellow asso-^ 
dates today by being 
enthused and ethical and | 

thereby you will be ^ 

noticed by those in ft. 

authority. Ease the mind w 

of your mate later this FO| 

evening by doing some . 1 

special tasks which her or ^ :v - 

she desires. 

AQUA RIUS : t J anuary 2 ! ' > 

to February 19) You can 
accomplish a great deal \\ r - 

loday. so keep busily 
occupied at the practical. 

Take things in stride later I 
this evening and you can I 

achieve much success in 
the days ahead if you are I 

diligent in your duties. L 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) This is a good 
day today for improving r] 

friendly relationships and 
your romantic life, so by « h 

all means proceed on both ^ { 

counts. Forget the dreary#, N*. 

tasks tonight which pre- 7 ^ 

occupy you minds and lQ, 

just spend a relaxing time • ! 
with loved ones.. 1 ^ 

Birthstone of Septem- 
ber: Sapphire — Lapis ^ 

Lazuli. i 
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* Large 

economic 

team to 

accompany 

Ciller on 

visit to 

Amman 

AMMAN (J.T. I — A 
70-member Turkish busi- 
nessmen and economic 
delegation, accompany- 
ing Turkey’s Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller on 
ber visit to Jordan due to 
start Tuesday, will hold 
extensive talks with Jor- 
“ danian officials and 
members of the business 
community on means of 
boosting trade and eco- 
nomic ties between 
Ankara and Amman, 
according to a press 
release issued by the Jor- 
danian Businessmen 
Association (JBA) Sun- 
day. 

The JBA is hosting a 
meeting and a dinner 
banquet for the delega- 
tion at the Amman 
Philadelphia Hotel on 
Tuesday evening to be 
attended by at feast 150 
Jordanian businessmen 
representing various 
industrial and commer- 
cial sectors in Jordan, 
said the statement . 

The Turkish delegation 
represents a wide range 
$ ofTurkey’s industrial and 
commercial life includ- 
ing the chambers of 
industry and trade, manu- 
facturers of pharmaceuti- 
cals, food, chemcial 
products, electrical appli- 
ances as well as farms 
dealing with meat, live 
sheep, cooking oil, veg- 
etables and fruit among 
others. 

At the banquet and in 
separate meetings, the 
Turkish and Jordanian 
business people will 
explore various areas for 
cooperation in trade and 
joint-ventures, said the 
press release which also 
noted that Turkey and 
Jordan are linked by the 
Turkey- Jordan Business 
Council established in 
1994. 

The statement said that 
businessmen from the 
two countries have held a 
series of meetings in 
Amman and Istanbul and 
they plan to hold a third 
meeting for their busi- 
ness council in Amman 
in November. 

The JBA statement 
recalled that it had organ- 
ised Turkish trade fairs in 
Amman in the past two 
years and received sever- 
al Turkish business dele- 
gations in Jordan for eco- 
nomic and business dis- 
cussions. 


Hundreds of Kuwaiti debtors 
face bankruptcy courts 



KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Hundreds of Kuwaiti 
debtors are facing bank- 
ruptcy proceedings after 
failing ro pay the first 
installment of a multi-bil- 
lion dollar debt settlement 
programme, the central 
bank governor said in 
remarks published Sunday. 

Some 74] debtors with 
debts totalling about 1.342 
bUIion dinars (S4.5 billion ) 
have been referred to the 
public prosecutor, the gov- 
ernor of the Central Bank 
uf Kuwait, Sheikh Salem 
Aodul Aziz AJ Sabah told 
the official Kuwaiti news 
agency KUNA. 

The debtors failed to meet 


the first installment in April 
in a repayment programme 
aimed at resolving a $20 
billion debt problem which 
has plagued the local econ- 
omy and financial sector 
since the early 1980s. 

The governor said in the 
interview published in the 
local press that 8,S52 
debtors bad so far met their 
commitments in the debt 
settlement programme, and 
these debtors together owe 
some 4.856 billion dinars 
($16.2 billion). 

Many smaller debtors 
have already repaid their 
commitments in a one-off 
settlement, but large-scale 
debtors responsible for 


most of the debts mainly 
chose to pay by install- 
ments. 

According to a debt set- 
tlement law passed by par- 
liament in 1995, debtors 
could choose between a 12- 
year settlement in full or a 
5-year cash installment pro- 
gramme with up to 46 per 
cent forgiveness. 

Most debtors chose the 
second option. Each of the 
five installments until 2000 
is worth a total of about 450 
million dinars ($1.5 bil- 
lion). 

Repayments for the first 
deadline in April reached 
some 77 per cent of the 
total due, and bankers are 


confident that the next 
installment due on SepL 6 
will receive a similarly 
strong response. 

"I am personally fairly 
optimistic ... I think this 
September should not be 
that much of a problem," 
said one bank chief. 

But he cautioned: “There 
is a worry about next year, 
rather than this installment. 
People can raise one or two 
installments, but as more 
installments come due they 
(the debtors) are digging 
deeper into their pockets " 

The $20 billion debt 
problem was mainly the 
result of the 1982 crash of 
the Souk A1 Manakh 
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Increases in prices seen most dangerous 
issue facing Jordanians 

This is the first of a two-part summary was an imbalance in the distribution of 
outlining the views of a former official on income and wealth. That, he said, reflects 

the economic situation and challenges on limited income families and puts addi- 
facing the Kingdom. tional burdens on them. 

** THE MOST dangerous issue that Or. Anani, a prominent economist and 
will face Jordanians is probably the analyst, attributed the current slowdown 

increase in prices, former m iniser Jawad the Jordanian economy to the chan- 
Anam said in an inerview. The solution. neUing of savings md inves tments. He 

he added, is jo increase investments indicated that individuals and families are 

Jrough searching for and accurately „ 0 looser controlling the savinas as banks 

ttefimng investment oppottuntKS and have become the pities in charge of the 

raging people to invest m them. TVitho.it Ki flnm -. awill i ^ availab f e ftmds. 

such scientific investment, any dialogue . ~ . . \ . 

about development would be just mete T* banks m “ ddmm t0 provident funds 
talk of little benefit,” Dr. Anani stressed. insurance companies and other social 
He said: “I do not believe that the pre- “ c . unt y ^ 5™ be,n S conservative m 

sent government departments are capable their spending, Dr. .Anani said noting that 

of developing the concepts they have these institutions usually look for easy 

been used to the extent of developing pro- an d guaranteed investments chat generate 

duction in Jordan. Therefore, there is a returns higher than yields from produc- 

need to create new institutions.” tive projects. "Consequently, this leads to 

Asked about the economic growth and the constriction of economic veins and 
why the people are not seeing tangible requires a solution." he added (A1 
effects, Dr. Anani explained that there Aswaq). 
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DE Mark 
CH Franc 
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‘ JPYcn- - 0.6496 0.652B 
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Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 

Shmeisani, second floor. . 
220 sq.m. ' 

- 3 bedrooms in AJ Rabia 

area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Teh 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 J 


DAJANI 

^11^ JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world.. All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . ^drde^mnwf 


STUDIO HAIG 

&L ShebA 

Professional Quality] in 
1 Hour Service 

: Suites 

Develop your 1 colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• > ?fi COMFORTABLY & 
i AIR-CONDITIONED 
1 FURNISHED SUITES. 

• JUMBO pilot* 
gbm 90 % I wwwr 

| • FULLY EQUIPPED 
, KITCHEN. 

• SATELLITE TV. ^ DIRECT 
1 DIA L TELEPHONE LINES. 

• Free ea/er»e- 

mmnt 20 x 30 em 

Shmeisani Opp. Grincftays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 

[ . PARK ON PREMISES. 

! • t\:hall. (J§j^ 

SPECIAL RATES TORlfiNG St4? 

■l.U.Vn.V. BEH 1 SD SMEW STOWS 
| TEL: 71 ) 291)1 ' LA V : 702910 
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32 FOR 
RENT 

L‘)c!u«: V'.U.VS 

tv- 

mSj Appai i. men is 
I in Amman 


R>r details please cell 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 



Make Car 

Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel. 693399 


V for 
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u \ FLATS 
% NVILLAS 
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I \ 

g SERVICES\ 
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WE SEND 
FLOWERS 
WORLD WIDE 


Salma Inter Flowers 


Um Uthainah 

Madina M. Street 

Telefax : ( 811395 J* 
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AL HASSAN COMMERCIAL CENTER 


Advertisement 




Times 







B BgriiBfigHfl 

'- ! 1 ikijil Llj.kAL 

isas*s 


Offices for rent in an excellent central location 
Areas 120, 250, 450 square meters 
Partitioned & open space offices . Excellent finishing 
immediate delivery . Rates to be determined after inspection 


Wadi Saqra Street Tel. 632643 
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Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner. 7:30 - 11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 
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Abdoun - Tei : 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 
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Hill splits 
with 

Williams 


team 


Michael Chang of the USA celebrates following his five- 
set, come from behind victory over his compatriot 
Vince Spadea at the U.S. Open in New York. Chang, 
the 2nd seed, won 6-4 5-7 2-6 7-5 6-3 I Reuters photo) 


Vince Spadea of the United States reacts to a line call 
during the 5th set of his 4tb round U.S. Open match 
against American Michael Chang. Spadea lost the five- 
set match (Reuters photo) 


Chang holds on for five-set win; 
Graf, Agassi advance at U.S Open 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Michael Chang's persis- 
tence and experience paid 
off on Saturday as he 
emerged victorious from a 
rough five-set match with 
unseeded Vince Spadea in 
the third round of the U.S. 
a Open tennis champi- 
\ onships. 

} “I was definitely in a hole 
' out there." said Chang, who 
started to climb out of it 
when he broke Spadea to 
love when Spadea served 
the match at 5-4 in the 
fourth. 

“I was really tired in that 
fifth set." Chang said. I just 
tried to hang tough." 

Chang, ranked third in the 
world and seeded second 
here, won 6-4. 5-7, 2-6. 7-5. 
6-3 in three- hours and 49 
minutes, taking his win-loss 
record in five-setters to 18- 
8. Spadea. ranked 69th in 
the world, fell to 0-2. 

To be honest. I don't 
really know how I was able 
to win today's match.” 
Chang said, adding that it 
might have to do with his 
ability to keep trying, even 
when defeat seems 
inevitable. 

"In all the matches that 
I’ve played, if I'm down a 
match point or the other 
guy’s serving for the match. 
I don't count myself out.” 
he said. 

Chang's victory in the 
10th game of the fourth 
launched a string of 1 1 
unanswered points. It was 
the first of five games in a 
row that took him to a 2-0 
lead in the fifth before he 
dropped his own serve to let 
the gap shrink to 2-1. 

He went up a break for 
good in the sixth, when he 
took a 4-2 lead. 

"He raised his level and I 
didn't get too many serves 
in. didn't attack."’ Spadea 
said. "I didn't hit my shots 
the way 1 had been to get to 
that point." 

Spadea. who beat sev- 
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Sixth seed Andre Agassi, from the United States, follows 
through on a return to Netherlands Jan Siemerink 
during their 3rd round match at the U.S. Open in New 
York (Reuters photo) 


enth-seeded Russian 

Yevgeny Kafelnikov to 
reach the fourth round here 
last year, saved one march 
point in the ninth game with 
a backhand volley winner 
before Chang put away a 
backhand of his own. 

Meanwhile another battle 
was raging out on court 16 
of the National Tennis 
Centre where Spaniard 
Javier Sanchez saved four 
match points in the fifth-set 
tiebreaker to beat Australian 
Jason Stoltenberc 6-4. 3-6. 
4-6. 6-2. 7-6 (8/6). 

Stoltenberg saved two 
march points in the 12th 
game of the last set to force 
the decider, which he led 6- 
2 before Sanchez roared 
back with the last six points 


of the match. 

Sanchez set up a fourth- 
round meeting with 
France’s Amaud Boeisch. 
who beat American Jeff 
Tarango 6-4. 6-2. 7-6 (8/6). 
Swedish 13th seed Thomas 
Enqvist beat Ecuadoran 
Pablo Campana 6-4, 6-4. 6- 


Sixth-seeded American 
Andre Agassi used a third- 
set tiebreaker to post a 
straight-set victory over 
unseeded Jan Siemerink of 
the Netherlands 6-4. 6-2. 7- 
6 (9/7). 

Agassi was relieved to get 
it done in three after trailing 
4-1. 

“I didn’t feel it was neces- 
sarily a great breaker that I 
played, but I managed to 


win it." he said. “It's nice 
not to be out there playing a 
fourth set when you were in 
control of the match the 
whole time." 

In the fourth round Agassi 
will play David Wheaton, 
who beat fellow American 
Alex O'Brien 1-6, 7-5, 6-1, 
6 - 2 . 

Chang will face 
Switzerland’s Jakob 
Hlasek. who downed 
Argentina’s Heman Gumy 
7-5. 6-1. 6-2. 

Russian 1 5-year-old Anna 
Koumikova stunned 
Austrian 14th seed Barbara 
Paulus 3-6, 6-2. 6-4 to reach 
a fourth-round clash with 
world number one Steffi 

Gruf^ — z rx‘*_ . . .. . . _ , 

‘tl’Vn really excited about 
it.’’ 'said ‘Kouxnikova, who 
displayed remarkable poise 
playing under the lights on 
stadium court. 

"The first set I was a little 
bit nervous,’’ she said. "I 
stayed calm and kept my 
concentration. I didn’t try to 
end the points quick. I was 
real patient. Even if I was 
losing. I wanted to give her 
a good match.” 

Graf defeated Natasha 
Zvereva 6-4, 6-2 in the third 
round, taking her total of 
victories over the 
Blarussian to 16 in 16 
matches. 

Third-seeded Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario needed 
less than an hour to steam- 
roll Russian Elena 
Likhovtseva 6-1, 6-0. She 
advanced to a fourth-round 
meeting with another 15- 
vear-old, Swiss 16th seed 
Martina Hingis. Hingis beat 
Japan’s Naoko Kijimuta 6- 
2, 6-2. 

Seventh-seeded Czech 
Jana Novotna advanced 
with a 6-2. 6-3 victory over 
Tami Whitlinger-Jones. 
Novotna next meets 
Slovakian Karina 

Habsudova. who beat 
Austrian Sandra Dopfer 6- 
2, 6-3. 


LONDON (R) — World 
championship-leading 
Briton Damon Hill will 
leave the Williams motor 
racing team at the end of 
this season, it was con- 
firmed on Sunday. 

Team owner Frank 
Williams said in a brief 
statement: “I can confirm 
that the Williams-Renault 
team will not be using 
Damon Hill’s services in 
1997. His replacement will 
be made known in due 
course." 

Hill's manager and 
lawyer Michael Breen told 
a news conference in 
London that the Williams 
team had ended contract 
discussions with the 35- 
year-old Englishman 
abruptly last Wednesday. 

Breen said both he and 
Hill were surprised and dis- 
appointed by the news. 

Sources in Germany and 
Britain told Reuters on 
Saturday and again on 
Sunday drat Hill's seat with 
the championship-winning 
team had already been 
filled for next season by 
rising German star Heinz- 
Harald Frentzen. 

Frentzen. currently with 
Sauber. has not won a 
Grand Prix but is believed 
to be a driver of potential 
who is admired by many 
Germans. It is thought that 
Williams are keen to use 
German BMW engines in 
1998 when their current 
deal with Renault ends. 

The news that Hill was 
effectively being dumped 
by Williams in the season . 
when he is expected to win 
his first drivers' champi- 
onship stunned many 
.observers' but 
veterans in -Fortrit*te^@fce 
recalling the Wiltfams 
teams* handling of many 
similar situations in the 
past. 

In 1992. Briton Nisei 
Mansell secured the dri- 
vers’ championship before 
being replaced in the team 
by Frenchman Alain Prost. 
Prost himself won the title 
in 1993 only to find he was 
being replaced the follow- 
ing season by Brazilian 
Ayrton Senna. 

Breen pointed to Hill’s 
excellent record with 

Williams which has includ- 
ed 20 Grand Prix victories, 
19 fastest laps and 18 pole i 
positions. “Those facts 

speak for themselves and I 

am sure that many ream | 
owners will be interested in , 
taking him on," said Breen. 

Hill, 13 points ahead of 
Williams team mate 

Jacques Villeneuve at the 
top of the championship 
standings, was not at the 
news briefing. 

He remained at home in 
Dublin but is expected to 
give his thoughts on his 
future when he arrives at 
Monza for the Italian 
Grand Prix on Thursday. 


Spanish, U.S. teams open on road for 1997 Fed Cup 


NEW YORK (R) — This 
year's Fed Cup finalists — 
defending champion Spain 
and the United States — 
will hit the road to open the 
1997 women's international 
team competition, based on 
the draw conducted 
Saturday at the U.S. Open. 

Spain travels to Belgium, 
while the U.S. team heads to 
the Netherlands for first- 
round matches arch 1-2. 
The other two first -round 
ties will pit hosts Germany 
against the Czech Republic 


and visiting France against 
Japan. 

The semifinals are July- 
19- 20. and the final 

September 27- 2 $. 

Life on the road this year 
did not slow the Americans, 
who will try to avenge their 
3-2 defeat in the final last 
tear when they host Spain 
on September 28-29 in 
Atlantic City. 

“Last year we stood on the 
court after we had lost and 
we put out hands together 
and made it our committ- 


ment to bring back the cup,” 
U.S. Captain Billie Jean 
King said at the draw. “That 
is our sole goal.” 

The United States edged 
Austria in Salzburg 3-2 in 
the opening round in April, 
and then blanked Japan 5-0 
in Nagoya last month in the 
semifinals. 

The victory against Japan 
marked the Fed Cup debut 
of Monica Seles, who 
became a naturalised U.S. 
citizen in 1994. Seles easily 
won both her singles match- 


es and King is counting on 
the co-world number one to 
lead the team again. 

“I told Monica we need 
her if we want to win," King 
said. 

Seles’s sore left shoulder 
and a wrist injury to Fed 
Cup veteran Mary Joe 
Fernandez have forced King 
to take a wait and see atti- 
tude regarding her squad for 
the best-of-five match. 
Fernandez was forced to 
withdraw from the U.S. 
Open. 


“What we like would be 
Seles, (Olympic champion 
Lindsay) Davenport and 
Mary Joe Fernandez,” said 
King. 

If she can get that three- 
some together. King will 
feel good about her chances 
against the Spain’s formida- 
ble duo of .Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario and Conchira 
Martinez. 

“To be a great coach you 
have to have the right hors- 
es and I got the right hors- 
es.” said King. 
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The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad ZakL-.in 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “l” 

Arnold Schwarzeneggar 


& Vanessa Williams ...in 




Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Naser 56 


ERASER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 




(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


CONCORD “2” 
Ahmad Zaki....in 
Naser 56 (Arabic) 

Shows: 12:00, 3:15, 5:45. 8:15. 10:45 
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Real manage draw as Spanish 
championship kicks off 


LA CORUNA, SPAIN (R ) — A late goal by 
newly-signed defender Roberto Carlos 
saved the blushes of Real Madrid coach 
Fabio Capello and his multi-billion peseta 
line-up in the opening game of the Spanish 
championship on Saturday. 

The Brazilian's 79 th-mmute effort was 
enough to earn real a point from a scrappy 
1-1 “draw at fellow title contenders 
Deportivo Coruna. 

Deportivo started strongly, taking the lead 
midway through the first half when former 
Auxerre playmaker Corentine Martins 
headed home a comer after a flick-on by 
Brazilian-bom Spanish international mid- 
fielder Donato. 

Real looked to be in deep trouble shortly 
after the break when Luis Milla was sent off 
for committing two bookable offences in as 
many minutes. 

But Deportivo were unable to capitalise 
on tbeir numerical advantage, and were 
themselves reduced to ten men when 



Atlanta Braves' catcher tags out Chicago Cubs* b&serunner Leo Gomez in the seventh 
inning in Chicago's Wrigley Field. The Cubs won, 12-0 ( Reuters photo) 


Adams throws shutout, McGwire 
homers as A’s crush BoSox 


OAKLAND iR) — Young 
Willie Adams threw a five- 
hit shutout and mighty 
Mark McGwire hit his 
Major League-leading 46th 
homer as the Oakland ath- 
letics blanked the Boston 
Red Sox Saturday for the 
second straight game. 8-0. 

Adams 1 2-2). a 23-year- 
old right-hander making his 
ninth career start, walked 
one and struck out nine in 
his first complete game and 
first shutout. Adams retired 
12 consecutive batters in 
one stretch from the second 
through the sixth. 

In Seattle, Bobby Bonilla 
had three RBI, including 
two on a homer that broke a 
tie in the fifth inning and 
lifted the Baltimore Orioles 
to a 7-6 victory over the 
Mariners. 

Baltimore won for the 
fourth time in six games but 
remained four games 
behind the first-place 
Yankees in the American 
League East. The Orioles 
remained tied with the 
Chicago White Sox in the 
wild-card race while the 
Mariners fell two games off 
the wild-card pace. 

Scott Erickson (9-11) 
gave up five runs and six 
hits with four walks and 
three strikeouts in 6 1/3 
innings, but stayed around 
long enough to get the win. 

Ken Griffey hit a two-run 
homer, his 41st. for Seattle. 
Alex Rodriguez went 2-for- 
4 to extend his hitting streak 
to 16 games (.477. 3l-for- 
65) and raise his league- 
leading average to .375. 

At California. Derek Jeter 
had a career-high four RBI 
and Jimmy Key pitched 
eight strong innings in his 
longest outing of the season 
as the New York Yankees 
routed the Angels 14-3. 

The Yankees struck for 
seven runs in the third and 
chased starter Jason 
Dickson (1-2). Jeter was in 


a 5 -for- 32 slump before his 
two-run single gave the 
Yankees a 6-0 lead. 

In Texas. Darren Oliver 
came within two outs of his 
second complete game and 
Dean Palmer and Warren 
Newsom homered on con- 
secutive pitches in the sec- 
ond as the Rangers defeated 
the Cleveland Indians 6-3. 

Oliver 111 -6) allowed 
three runs and nine hits in 8 
1/3 innings for Texas, which 
improved to 5-0 at home 
against the Indians this sea- 
son. 


Reds crush Marlins 


Kevin Miicheli drove in a 
career-high six runs and 
pinch-hitter Lenny Harris 
hit a grand slam as the 
Cincinnati Reds overcame 
an early five-run deficit and 
pounded die Florida 
Marlins 22-8 Saturday. 

The Reds sandwiched 40 
runs of offence around a 3- 1 
loss Friday to the Marlins, 
having beaten Colorado I S- 
7 Thursday. 


Bri^n McRaqJipmered and 
drove in three!, and Luis 
Gonzalez hit a two-run shot 
as the Cubs won for the 
third time in four games. 

In Montreal. Omar Daai 
allowed one hit over five 
innings in his first Major- 
League stan and Mike 
Lansing and Mark 
Grudzielanek each had two 
hits and an rbi as the expos 
snapped the San Diego 
Padres' six-game winning 
streak. 4-2. 

The loss cut the Padres’ 
lead over second-place Los 
Angeles to one game in the 
National League West. 

In Philadelphia. Greg 
Gagne and Todd 
Hollandswouh each had 
two-run doubles and Raul 
Mondesi clubbed a two-run 
homer during an eight-run 
fourth inning as the Los 
Angeles Dodgers beat the 
Phillies 11-7.“ 

The Phillies, the first team 
officially eliminated from 



Armando Alvarez was sent off 15 minutes 
from time. 

Shortly afterwards Roberto Carlos found 
space in the home defence and equalised for 
Real with a shot that was deflected past 
despairing Deportivo keeper Jacques 
Songo’o. 

In a frantic final five minutes there were 
chances at both ends, and Donato, who had 
earlier been booked, was sent off for 
protesting about the incursion of Real play- 
ers at a free kick. 

Before the match Deportivo chairman 
Augusto Lendoiro said he would ignore a 
FIFA decision banning Brazilian midfielder 
Mauro Silva from playing in the match for 
failing to join his national side’s tour of 
Europe. 

In the ev**r». coach John Toshack decided 
not to use Silva, who had claimed he did not 
join the Brazil squad because he had lost his 
passport. 



Reds starter Kevin Jarvis 
(7-7) got the win despite 
allowing six runs — three 
earned — and seven hits 
over five innings. Marlins 
starter Kurt Miller ( 1-2) was 
shelled for six runs and 
three hits in 1 1/3 innings. 

Devon White homered for 
the Marlins, who had their 
seven-game winning streak 
snapped. The 22 runs were 
the most scored agai nst 
Florida since it entered the 
National League in 1993. 

"Hey. those things hap- 
pen." Marlins manager John 
Boles said. 

In Chicago. Frank Castillo 
threw 6 2/3 scoreless 

innings to upstage the 
braves debut of Denny 
Neaele as the Cubs ham- 
mered Atlanta 12-0. 

Ozzie Timmons homered 
and drove in four runs. 


post-season contention. 


have dropped six of their 

r... , 

last seven. 

•3 >l . 

In Pittsburgh, the Houston 

IT. 

Astros scored three times in 


the ninth to beat the Pirates 
5-4. 



In St. Louis. Andy Benes 
scattered four hits over 
eight innings for his 1 2th 
win in 1 3 decisions and Ray 
Lankford belted a two-run 
homer to give the Cardinals 
a 2-1 triumph over the 
Colorado Rockies. 

In New York. Roberto 
Petagine and Alvaro 
Espinoza hit back-to-back 
homers in the sixth and 
three pitchers combined on 
a six-hitter as the Mets 
broke an eight-game losing 
streak. 7-2 over foe San 
Francisco Giants. 

The losing streak was 
New York’s longest since 
1993. Manager Bobby 
Valentine got his first win in 
five games since replacing 
the fired Dallas Green. 
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Rmmoun Theatre & Cinema 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Nabil fi* Hisham J s Theatre 

___ TBL.625155 




Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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Vicenzo Scifo of Belgium (left.) fights for the ball with Abdullah Ercan of TUrkey (2nd 
left) while Turkish Recep Cetin (2nd right) and Belgian Gert Verheyen (right) look at 
4»the action during their World Cup, Group 7, qualifying soccer match at the King 
1 Baudouin Stadium in Brussels. Belgium beats Thu-key 2-1 (Reuters photo) 

World Cup qualifiers 

Scots make their point as N. Irish 
and Swiss are stunned 


PARIS (AFP) — Scotland 
grabbed a precious away 
point after holding Austria to 
a goalies* draw with a gutsy 
display in Vienna on Satur- 
day as they opened their 
1998 World Cup qualifying 
campaign. 

Bui as Craig Brown’s stal- 
warts came away from their 
first major excursion of the 
new season with the feeling 
of a job well done, there was 
doom and gloom in Belfast 
as Northern Ireland’s began 
their programme disastrously 
by going down 1 -0 at home 
to Ukraine. 

With European champions 
Germany and the talented 
Portuguese in their Group 
Nine, Bryan Hamilton's men 
now have a mountain to 
climb following Sergei 
Rebrov’s goal II minutes 
from the end. 

"Wales kept up their hope? 
of making it to the final's in 
France by hitting six goals 
without reply in Cardiff as 
they completed their double 
over minnows San Marino, 
although star winger Ryan 
Giggs picked up a booking 
which rules him out of the 



next qualifier against Hol- 

«gKh *....: 

land. 

. a* ttu* .* v.7 • 

And the Republic of Ire- 


land were also amongst the 


goals as they buried the 
unhappy memories of last 

i the ‘ 

year's goalless draw in 


Vaduz which cost them a 

: :r.L- 

place in Euro 96 by handing 

* Wc * 

Liechtenstein's part-timers a 

pfeu?. r 

5-0 drubbing in Vaduz. 

id ; ,v*_; 

Mick McC-anh) 's new- 


loob side romped to victory 


at the Picturesque Eschen 
Sportpark with four goals in 
the opening 20 minutes. 

The Irish shrugged off the 
late loss of Liverpool mid- 
fielder Jason McAteer with a 
stomach bug as Blackburn's 
Jeff Kenna stepped ably into 
the breach for the Group 
Eight clash. 

And urged on by more than 
a thousand travelling Irish 
fans, the visitors went ahead 


on five minutes through 
Aston Villa's Andy 
Townsend. Two minutes 
later, Keith O'Neill of Nor- 
wich notched Ireland's sec- 
ond before a brace from Sun- 
derland's Niall Quinn and 
one from Leeds’ Ian Harte. 

Also in Group Eight, 
Romania defeated Lithuania 
3-0 in Bucharest, Chelsea's 
Dan Petreseu among the 
scorers. 

Elsewhere. Northern Ire- 
land were not the only side 
licking their wounds after 
Saturday’s action. 

' Switzerland, who qualified 
for the 1994 finals in the 
United States, as well as this 
summers Euro 96. crashed to 
an astonishing 1-0 defeat in 
Azerbaijan in Group Three to 
blow' that group wide open. 

The Azeris had previously 
been thrashed 5-0 in Norway, 
while Hungary - and Finland 
have yet to play. 

'And even stylish Portugal 
also had little to celebrate as 
they hung on grimly for a 0- 
0 draw in Armenia on a night 
to remember for them and 
their Azeri former Soviet 
neighbours. 

Belgium. Group 7 rivals of 
the Welsh, got off the mark 
with a 2-1 win at home to 
Turkey with goals from Marc 
Degruyse and Luis Oliveira. 

And Belarus, pitched in 
with the Scots in Group Four, 
beat Estonia 1-0 in Minsk, 
the goal coming from 
Vladimir Makovsky. 

France beat Mexico 

Euro 96 absentee Nicolas 
Ouedec and Youri Djorkaeff 
scored the eoals as 1998 


World Cup hosts France beat 
Mexico 2-0 in a friendly 
international on Saturday. 

The vicrorv extended to 29 
matches France's unbeaten 
run under coach aime 
jacqueu their Euro 96 semifi- 
nal elimination having come 
in a penalty shoot-out, but 
was marred by the sending- 
off of chelsea central defend- 
er Franck Leboeuf. 

Leboeuf was dismissed 
two minutes from time for a 
second bookable offence, 
fouling Mexican substitute 
Ricardo Pelaez who minutes 
earlier had also been shown 
the yellow card for pushing 
the Chelsea defender In the 
back. 

Both goals came early in 
the second half after France 
had surprised the Mexicans 
with three half-time substitu- 
tions'. - 

After a sterile first half. 
France injected more sting in 
midfield with the introduc- 
tion of Juventus’s Zinedine 
Zidane. 

This allowed Djorkaeff to 
play further up and his cross 
from the right fell for 
Ouedec, who has joined 
Espanyol of Barcelona from 
Names since missing the 
European Championship 
finals through injury, to score 
after a mistake by midfielder 
Joaquin Del Olmo. 

Within four minutes 
Ouedec was returning the 
compliment for Djorkaeff, 
playing a one-two with the 
lntemazionale Milan for- 
ward down the middle to set 
him up for a cross shot past 
diving goalkeeper Osvaldo 
Sanchez. 


FOR RENT 

New deluxe furnished apartment 

3 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, spacious salon + 
dining room + family room, modem kitchen + other extras. 
Location: Deir Gbar - near the American Embassy. 

Please call Tel: 700246 
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Jansher Khan loses 
Hong Kong final 


HONG KONG (R) — Aus- 
tralia’s Rodney Eyles 
inflicted a rare defeat on 
Pakistani world number 
one Jansher Khan on Sun- 
day to lift the Hong Kong 
Open title. 

Eyles, whose career has 
been overshadowed by Jan- 
sher since he lost to him in 
the 1986 world junior final, 
had a surprisingly easy 15- 
10 15-10 15-5 victory over 
the top seed to deny him an 
eighth Hong Kong Open 
triumph. 

It was only the sixth 
defeat Jansher had suffered 
in major championships 
since 1992 and his first 
since England’s Del Harris 
beat him in the super series 
play-offs earlier this yfcar. 

Eyles, the second seed, 
found his length and 
rhythm quickly and com- 
pletely dominated the 
match. Jansher was slow in 
reacting to the Australian’s 
drop shots, made several 
uncharacteristic errors on 
seemingly simple shots and 
appeared to throw in the 
towel midway through the 
third game. 

In his semifinal win over 
Australia's Anthony Hill on 
Saturday. Jansher had 
looked less than fully fit 
and Eyles exploited his lack 
of stamina by forcing him 
into long rallies early in the 
match. 

Jansher led briefly during 
the second game but a 
series of deft drop shots 
brought Eyles level and the 


Australian went on to take 
control. 

*T am very satisfied with 
today’s win — I was des- 
perate ro beat him.” said the 
28-year-old Eyles after 
receiving his winner's 
cheque for $11,220. 

“It is good for the sport to 
see someone’s elses name 
on the winner’s cheque. It 
must be hard for him to 
keep fronting at tourna- 
ments and w innin g,” Eyles 
added. 

Jansher, who has won the 
world open a record seven 
times, said that he had 
experienced a rare bad day 
but was confident of bounc- 
ing back. 

‘T had a bad day and Rod- 
ney had a good day and he 
won,” he said. “1 could not 
do anything right today — 
my backhand volley is usu- 
ally a winning shot but 
today it kept going in to the 
tin. 

“I am not a machine and 
sometimes it’s good to lose. 
It will mean I will train 
harder and concentrate bet- 
ter at the next tournament. 
Just because I have lost 
once does not mean I will 
lose my confidence.” 


Asian Basketball Championship 

Jordan loses opening match, 
plays the Philippines today 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

THE KINGDOM'S under-18 basketball 
team got off to a bad start when they lost 
67-42 to Qarar in the first of their matches 
at the Asian Junior Basketball Champi- 
onship which opened in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia Sunday. 

The Qatari team had won the first half 
31-21 before limiting Jordan’s scoring 
ability to seal the march with a 25-point 
win. Delegation officials said the Qatari 
team was difficult to beat having come to 
the tournament well-prepared and had a 
solid chance to qualify to the semifinals. 

Jordan next plays the Philippines today 
(Monday) and then meets Singapore in 
the final maich of Group 3 Wednesday. 

The other three groups include: 

Group T -.Korea, India and Malaysia 

Group 2: China, Kazakhstan, Japan and 
Bangladesh 

Group 4 : Thailand, Chinese Taipei, Iran 
and Hong Kong. 

Only the top two teams in each group 


will qualify to the semifinal round which 
starts Sept, 5. The competition concludes 
SepL 10. 

The Asian Basketball Confederation had 
placed Jordan atop Group Three after hav- 
ing won third pLce in their first Asian par- 
ticipation last year. The team then beat 
hosts the Philippines in the final second 
72-7 i. Singapore 88-35, Hong Kong 71- 
24 , Japan 73- 56 and Thailand 62-56. 
They lost rwice to eventual titleholders 
South Korea 75-61 and 69-51 and to sec- 
ond-placed China 88-49 in the semifinal 
round. 

However, the team does not appear to be 
in a similar form this year as a host of rea- 
sons prevented them from better preparing 
for the 15-nation tournament 

The team includes Tawfiq Marar, Iyad 
Abdeen, Ayraan Du’ybes. Bashar Huneidi, 
Mrhef Nabulsi, Ala' Bilbeisi. Ra’fat 
Daraghraeh, Mohammad Bashir, Mb’- 
tasetn Salameh, Bassara Qamhieh. Nihad 
Madi. Leith Farouqi and Omar AbdaJJaL. 


Stoke go top in English 1st division 


LONDON (AFP) — Stoke 
lost their 100 percent start 
to the new season but still 
went top of the English first 
division after a 2-2 draw at 
Reading on Saturday. 

Lou Macari’s men looked 
set to retain their perfect 
start to their promotion bid 
when Richard Forsyth gave 
them a 76th minute lead but 
could bold their lead for 
only three minutes before 
Paul Holsgrove levelled the 


game. 

A seventh minute penalty 
from former West Ham star 
Trevor Morley had earlier 
given Reading an early 
advantage, but stoke hit 
back after 25 minutes with 
a goal from the prolific 
Mike Sheron. 

With overnight leaders 
Barnsley not in action. 
Stoke head the table with 
10 points from their four 
matches despite several 


players leaving the club 
during the close season. 

The fastest goal of the 
day was at Oldham, when 
Paul Rickers gave the home 
team the lead against 
Ipswich after just 15 sec- 
onds — and his early strike 
set the tone for a thrilling 
90 minutes. The match 
ended 3-3. 



t 

EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY 
T 2000 CC FULLY AUTOMATIC 
PRICE JD 4 4 4 4 

L993§ 

TEL 829014 - 821884. 


inWyorocco? 


m* o it it 15 

A oeiuxe fiat in snemisani. consisting of 3 spacious salons 
• - 2 verandas + 3 bedrooms - central heating & a tele- 
phone. to be rented only to companies or diplomats. 

For further information p]esse call (004006). 


Super Deluxe Furnished Apartments For Rent 

* 3 bedrooms, lounge, salon with utilities, central healing, private telephone. 

* 3 bedrooms, lounge with utilities, garden, garage, private telephone and 
centra) heating. 

Location: Jabal Al Hussein, near Al Amai Hospital. Annua) rent preferred . 

Please call Tel: 871273, 701380 


FLAT FOR RENT (ANNUAL CONTRACT) 

Jabal Amman, between 4th and 5th Circles, Musa Ben Nusair 
St, Wadi Saqra. Consisting of 2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, 1 
guest toilet, a modem kitchen and an enclosed covered 
garden. A spacious salon, sitting and dining area, and a small 
maid’s room. Independent central heating and telephone. 
Please call 837690 between 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 pjn. 


American Women of Amman 

are having a meeting 
on Monday Sept. 2nd 

For information call 685428 


r R CRR FOR SALE 

A 1994 Range Rover Limited edition' Sport 
100 (100 cars made only). Metallic colour, 
leather electric seats, fully powered, fully 
loaded, dealer maintenance with records 
car in mint condition. 

, Call at 696507/8 for Ra’ed > 


BRITISH LADIES OF AMMAN^ 

Registration for the year 1 996/97 and commence- 
! ment of monthly meetings: Wednesday 4 
September morning and 1 1 September afternoon 
at the Forte Grand Hotel and thereafter the first 
Wednesday morning and first Wednesday after- 
1 noon of each month at 10/12 a.m. and 4/6 p.m. 
respectively. 


Abu Shakra staff attend training 
course in Geneva 


ABU SHAKRA Trading 
Agency, in conjunction 
with * Elizabeth Arden 
International Company, 
conducted a training course 
in Geneva (the headquar- 
ters of Elizabeth Arden) for 
a selected group of Abu 
Shakra staff members to 
brief them on the laiesi 
from Elizabeth .Arden in 


make up and skin care. 

Mr. Rami Abu Shakra, 
General Manager of Abu 
Shakra Trading Agency, 
accompanied the group to 
Geneva and assured Abu 
Shakra’s continued com- 
mitment to improve train- 
ing skills and always keep 
staff informed of the latest 
products. 


Under The Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor 

NoorAl Hussein Foundation/Theatre-in-Education Programme 
in Cooperation With the Embassy of Chile 
The Middle East arid Commodore Hotels and Experts Tours 
Proudly present for the Second time in Jordan 


BfoCHI 

FOLKLORE BALLET 
OF C. H I L E 


The Folkloric Ballet Troupe of Chile 

With a new spectacular performance to be 
held atAl-Hassan Bin Talal Auditorium/ 
University of Jordan on: 


Tickets are available at NHF, / 
Theatre Programme'TeL 606992/3 
Experts Tours , Haya Cultural 
Centre, Middle East Hotel and at 
the stage door. 


Monday, 2nd September 1996 at 8:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, 3rd September 1996 at 8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, 4th September 1996 at 8:00 . 




Does the prospect esciteyou? Fed like dipping this ad? 
Oiedctiieseout - " -'fPi 

3^2-3 years experience in Advertising Client Service, 
XFfuent English & French. ^ A multinational 
client assignment in an extremely interesting culture. 
XGoodpay ^Cutting edge opportunities. 

Ifyoirte our man, send your CV to MMMM* 

POBck 6834, Dubai, UAE or FAX 669873 ASAP. 

*Make Me your Man in Morocco 


Pricing Manager 
for Medical 
Insurance Business 


Arab Insurance Group is 
implementing a strategy of 
expansion and diversification 
into new and complementary 
areas of insurance activity 
tn the Arab world. 

Our newly-formed subsidiary. 

Arig Health & General 
Insurance Company E.C. Is 
preparing to launch a range 
of specialist medical expenses 
and related health insurance 
products and services for 
Arab insurance companies. 
under the brand name 
Arig HealthCare. 

This development opens up 
a challenging management 
career opportunity with 
One of the most prestigious 
and well-respected 
financial institutions in 
the Middle East. 

To apply, please send your 
CV and a copering. letter in 
English, quoting the 
reference number 9633 to; 
The Assistant Manager ~ 
Human Resources. 


It A 


Pricing Manager (P.M. I.) Ref 9633-N 


The position 

Reporting to the Senior Manager Business Development 
of Arig Healthcare, you will be responsible for all the 
pricing of the medical insurance business, the 
establishment of management reports and procedures 
and monitoring the profitability of all products. 

You will liaise with Senior Management within the 
organisation as well as a variety of external sources to 
ensure the competitiveness of our products. The position 
requires you to be able to undertake complex analysis 
and decision making, comttrting experience of analysing 
large volumes of information with an examination of 
external market (actors, and country information on 
healthcare costs and inflationary trends. 

The criteria 

To qualify for this position, you'll need a graduate 
qualification or equivalent professional qualification. 
Weil developed analytical and planning skills together 
with at least five years 1 experience in pricing medical 
insurance products is required. 

Additionally you will be experienced in the management 
of sophisticated information systems and possess very 
strong communication stalls. 

Vbu must also have proven experience In the 
management of sophisticated information systems and 
the ability to communicate largo volumes of information 
in a concise, and meaningful manner. Excellent 
management. Interpersonal and presentation stalls win 
also be necessary. 

The abHIty to speak Arabic will be an advantage. 


Arab Insurance Group b.s.c. 

P.O. Box 26992, Manama, Bahrain. Fax: +973 531 15S 
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Palestinians stage mass prayer in 
Jerusalem to protest Israeli policies 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Senior 
Palestinian officials attend- 
ed Sunday mass in the 
church of the Holy 
Sepulchre as part of a cam- 
paign to retffimi 

Palestinian claims un the 
Holy City, but appeals for a 
mass turnout by Chr. tians 
at the serv ice went unheed- 
ed. 

Faisal Husseini. the senior 
Palesdne Liberation 

Organisation (PLO) official 
in Jerusalem. led a delega- 
tion (hat included several 
ministers in the self-rule 
government of Yasser 
Arafat to the service in the 
church that Christian tradi- 
tion says marks the sight 
where Jesus was crucified 
and resurrected. 

But only a hundred wor- 
shippers attended the Greek 
Orthodox service, the same 
number which traditionally 
attends weekly Sunday 
mass. 

Palestinian leader Yasser- 
Arafat called this week for a 
massive turnout by 
Muslims at Friday prayers 
in East Jerusalem's AJ Aqsa 
Mosque and by Christians, 
on Sunday in a sign of 
protest over the stalemate 
which has gripped the peace 
process since Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu came to office.. 

Witnesses on the border 
between the West Bank and 
Arab East Jerusalem said 
there was no increase in the 
usual number of 

Palestinians trying to pass 
through Israeli army check- 
points on Sunday 

Israeli travel restrictions, 
imposed after bombings by 









i 


Faisal Husseini, the top Palestinian official in 
Jerusalem, at a mass prayer inside the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre on Sunday (Reuters photo) 


militants in February and 
March, ban most of the two 
million Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza from 
entering Jerusalem. 

Israel on Friday ringed the 
city with police and road- 
blocks. Palestinians said 


barely 20,000 Muslims 
made it to the mosque com- 
plex. less than normal for 
Friday prayers. 

On Sunday, security was 
still heavy but bored sol- 
diers were left leaning on 
their rifles in the mid-day 


heal of Jerusalem's walled 
Old City. 

Mr. Husseini dismissed 
media speculation that the 
low turnout reflected popu- 
lar dissatisfaction with Mr. 
Arafat, who has slammed 
Israel's decision to expand 
Jewish settlements on the 
West Bank. 

“This call was not for all 
the - Palestinian people." 
Mr. Husseini told reporters 
after attending services at a 
Greek Orthodox chapel 
adjacent to the sacred 
Christian shrine. 

He said Mr. Arafat's call 
had been intended only for 
leaders of the Palestinian 
community in Jerusalem 
and that the PLO could have 
mobilised tens of thousands 
of protesters but had chosen 
not to escalate tensions. 

“The world must know 
that Muslims and 
Christians are not free to 
arrive at their holy places," 
Mr. Husseini, said. 

Less than five per cent of 
the two million Palestinians 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
are Christian. 

Mr. Netanyahu on Sunday 
said Mr. Arafat's call to 
prayer was “ill-considered 
and irresponsible" but was 
pleased the weekend passed 
calmly. 

Ibrahim Kandalaft, Mr. 
Arafat's adviser on 
Christian affairs, said dur- 
ing Sunday's mass, “we are 
here to protest against the 
illegal measures being 
taken by Israel, especially 
the destruction of buildings 
in Jerusalem. 

"Let us pray for Israel's 
leaders to honour their com- 
mitments." he said. 


Saddam seeks to ‘secure oil pipeline 5 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein launched an offen- 
sive in northern Iraq to ensure vital oil 
exports to Turkey are not held hostage 
by hostile Kurdish factions, diplomats 
and officials said here Sunday. 

Iraq said on Saturday its troops had 
supported fighters from the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) to force rival 
Kurdish group the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) out of the main Iraqi 
Kurdistan city of Erbil. 

The dawn attack, under a heavy bar- 
rage of artillery, came after Fierce 
Fighting between the PUK and KDP 
which erupted on Aug. 17. 

An Iraqi political official told AFP 
that the PUK. accused by Baghdad of 
receiving backing from Iran, “’tried to 
occupy the frontier region at a time 
when we are preparing to resume oil 
exports" for the first time in six years. 

He said the PUK. led by Jalal 
Talabani. had “tried to break through 
into the rbrahim Al Khalil region 
which controls the border" with 
Turkey. 

The official said the PUK aim was 
“put their hands on the revenue the 
KDP receives from crciss-border 
trade." adding that control of the 
Turkish frontier would leave Bachdad 


dependant on Mr. Talabani for oil 
exports to Turkey. 

Baghdad is preparing to resume lim- 
ited oil exports, primarily through a 
pipeline in northern Iraq to Turkey, 
under an easing of the U.N. sanctions 
imposed after its invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990. 

Under the terras of the deal agreed 
under U.N. Resolution 986 in May. 
Iraq can export S2 billion of oil every 
six months under strict international 
control to buy humanitarian supplies. 

“'By occupying the frontier region, 
the PUK would be in a position to con- 
trol oil exports... by. for example, 
threatening to sabotage the oil pipeline 
so as to put pressure on the govern- 
ment to increase the allocation" of 
humanitarian products to. regions 
under PUK control, said the official. 

He added that Turkey had also asked 
the U.N. to approve cross-border 
trade with Iraq, and that PUK control 
of the border region would have 
severely compromised a possible 
agreement. 

Under the U.N.-approved distribu- 
tion plan, around 5300 million is to be 
allocated for supplies to Iraqi 
Kurdistan, which has been jointly con- 
trolled bv the PUK and KDP in defi- 


ance of Baghdad since the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

An Iraqi government spokesman 
said late Saturday that Iraqi forces in 
northern Iraq would withdraw “very 
soon" and that the terms of the mission 
had been accomplished. 

KDP representative in Ankara 
Safeen Dizayee said his organisation’s 
forces had taken control of Erbil from 
the PUK. and that there was not “even 
one single Iraqi soldier" in the city. 

Diplomats in Baghdad said President 
Saddam had other strategic reasons to 
align himself with KDP leader Massud 
Barzani. “By forging an alliance with 
the KDP, Baghdad is making commer- 
cial projects with the Turks possible 
and also taking a political foothold in 
northern Iraq." said one diplomat. 

Baghdad lost control of northern 
Iraq when allied forces imposed a “no- 
fly-zone" on the region to protect the 
Kurdish population from Iraqi troops 
in the aftermath of the 199 L Gulf war. 

Both the PUK and KDP won 50 per 
cent of the seats in 1 992 parliamentary 
elections, but their power-sharing 
agreement broke down into armed 
conflict in May 1994 and an estimated 
2.200 people have died in the ensuing 
conflict. 


Egypt dismisses British 
explanations of conference 


Sharaa expected in France 
for peace process talks 


CAIRO » AFP) — Egypt on 
Sunday accused Britain of 
backing terrorism after offi- 
cials in London said they 
would allow a conference 
of Islamic fundamentalists 
to go ahead as planned next 
week. 

“We cannot accept state- 
ments by London that 
British law allows the con- 
vening of such meetings out 
of respect for democracy, 
human rights and freedom 
of expression." Interior 
Minister Hassan Al Alfi 
said. 

“To authorise such a meet- 
ing shows a will to provide 
assistance and facilities to 
these criminals (Islamic mil- 
itants) who are plotting 
against the countries." 
General Alfi told the gov- 
ernment daily Al Abram. 

Gen. Alfi said the militants 
“are granted entry visas into 
Britain to coordinate their 
destructive activities, with- 
out any problems." 

On Thursday the British 
Home Office said it had "no 
power to ban" the rally for 
revival conference set to 
take place in London on 
Sept. 8. 

“We are well aware of this 
rally, but we have no power 
to ban it,*' said a Home 


Office spokeswoman in 
London. 

“The police will be closely 
monitoring this meeting" 
and will intervene in the 
case of any legal violations, 
particularly involving 

incitement to racial hatred, 
the spokeswoman said. 

She was speaking after 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak slammed the 
London gathering, which is 
expected to bring together 
several thousand Islamic 
fundamentalists, as a rally 
for “terrorist" interests. 

“I am surprised at the 
holding of such a conference 
which will include many of 
those elements who encour- 
age terrorism,” Mr. Mubarak 
said last week. 

"This conference does not 
sene the international strug- 
gle against terrorism." said 
the Egyptian president 
whose country has been 
plagued by a violent Islamic 
ami-government campaign 
since 1992 that has killed 
more than 1.000 people. 

Egypt says Muslim funda- 
mentalists sought by 
Egyptian police in connec- 
tion with the militant vio- 
lence are among those 
expected at the London 
conference. 


DAMASCUS tAFP) — 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq Al Sharaa is expected 
in Paris on Monday for talks 
on the Middle Erst peace 
process amid hopes in 
Damascus that French diplo- 
macy can put Isracli-Arab 
peace talks back on track. 

Mr. Sharaa's visit comes 
after warnings in the official 
Syrian press of a “new spiral 
of violence" which could 
erupt in the Middle East 
because of the “extremist 
positions" of the right-wing 
government in Israel. 

Political sources in 
Damascus said the foreign 
minister's scheduled meet- 
ings with French officials are 
part of the ongoing contacts 
that have flourished between 
France and Syria since 
French President Jacques 
Chirac look office. 

They pointed to the visit to 
Syria in July of French 
Foreign Minister Herve de 
Churctte. as well as to the two 
visits made by Syrian Deputy 
President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam to France in July 
and December. 

"France has shown itself to 
be a country with an indepen- 
dent policy that tries to play a 
high-profile role by concen- 
trating on French and 
European interests in the 


region," said an Arab diplo- 
mat here. 

“Syria is in favour of a 
more active and effective role 
for France in the Middle 
East." he said. 

The diplomat said Mr. De 
Charette’s role in helping to 
forge a ceasefire between 
Israel and Hizbollah guerril- 
las in South Lebanon in April 
Had won friends in Syria. 

He added that the truce was 
“the fruit of direct coopera- 
tion between Paris and 
Damascus.” 

Mr. Sharaa's trip follows a 
meeting in Paris last week 
between Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s top foreign poli- 
cy advisor Done Gold, senior 
Egyptian official Osama Al 
Baz and U.S. Middle East 
peace coordinator Dennis 
Ross to discuss the Syria 
track and other aspects of the 
peace process. 

Mr. Sharaa said on Tuesday 
that Damascus was ready to 
pick up peace talks with 
Israel, but only at the point 
where they left off in 
February. 

“We will not resume the 
negotiations from scratch to 
spend another five or 1 0 years 
in discussions, our people 
will never accept that," Mr. 
Sharaa said. 




Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti, accompanied by several ministers, meets with 
local leaders during a visit on Sunday to the eastern outskirts of Amman (Petra photo) 

Kabariti visits east Amman, pledges all 
efforts to offer services to all citizens 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Al Kabariti said on Sunday his 
government would spare no effort to pro- 
vide the best services for citizens in all pans 
of the Kingdom, adding that the govern- 
ment is keen on providing such services in 
accordance with an order of priorities 
determined by the availability of 
resources. 

Addressing Al Da'aja tribes during a tour 
to Abu Alia and Tareq areas in the eastern 
outskirts of Amman. Mr. Kabariti said the 
inspection visits and tours made by minis- 
ters reflect the government's keenness to 
reach citizens, communicate with them and 
listen to their concerns and problems. 


Mr. Kabariti was accompanied by minis- 
ters of public works and bousing, post and 
communicadons. agriculture, education, 
supply and social development, in addition 
to Amman governor and mayor, and direc- 
tors of the various departments in Marka 
area. 

Minister of Public Works and Housing 
Abdul Hadi Al Majali announced the gov- 
ernment's plans to allocate state land to cit- 
izens and encouraged them to utilise it in 
the best manner. He said the government 
was in the process of drawing up a law, 
allowing the allocation of land and organis- 
ing its use. 


Accusations of bribery mar 
Beirut elections for parliament 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Voters 
in Beirut w r ent to the polls 
Sunday in the third round of 
Lebanese parliamentary 
elections amid widespread 
opposition accusations of 
bribery and irregularities by 
supporters of Prime 
Minister RaFik Hariri. 

Early figures put voter 
turn-out at less than 30 per 
cent, lower than the gov- 
ernment expected but high- 
er than the 10 per cent reg- 
istered in the last elections 
in 1992 which were widely 
boycotted in protest at 
Syria's strong influence in 
the country. 

Mr. Hariri, who headed 3 
list of 17 candidates, mostly 
wealthy businessmen, was 
among those running for 19 
parliamentary seats in the 
Lebanese capital. 

Opposition candidates 
accused Mr. Hariri’s team 
of buying people’s votes on 
Sunday, with prices ranging 
between around SI 00 and 
S200. 

The Hizbollah candidate. 
Mohammad Beijawi. said 
Mr. Hariri's followers dis- 
tributed officially-sealed 
voting slips outside polling 
stations to “people who are 
voting in return for 100.000 
Lebanese pounds (S75." 

Najah Wakim, another 


Egypt set for 
largest trial of 
militants in 


candidate and strong critic 
of Mr. Hariri, appeared live 
on television with dozens of 
such voting slips and also 
charged that a number of 
polling station head officers 
were replaced by staff from 
private companies owned 
by businessmen close to the 
prime minister. 

Former Prime Minister 
Salim Hoss, another oppo- 
nent of Mr. Hariri, said his 
delegates were prevented 
from entering polling sta- 
tions to monitor the opera- 
tions along with representa- 
tives of other candidates. 

Prime minister since 
1992. Mr. Hariri has said he 
was seeking a popular man- 
date for his multi-billion 
dollar programme to recon- 
struct Lebanon after its 
1975-1990 civil war. 

He even said that defeat at 
the ballot box would mean a 
rejection of his policies and 
force him ro resign. 

His American-sryle elec- 
toral campaign, whose cost 
outstripped that of all other 
candidates, included sea 
parades and air shows. 
Beirut's finest caterers 
offered tens of thousands of 
food packages to his dele- 
gates at the 846 polling sta- 
tions and his followers 
manning more than 200 


campaign offices. 

“Tne finest food is not 
going to bring the finest 
leader," said a 28-year-old 
delegate for Mr. Wakim. 

Interior Minister Michel 
Murr said a number of peo- 
ple accused of voting with 
false identity cards were 
arrested in Sunday's polls. 
A judicial source said they 
included 16 followers of the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah. 

The polling took place jn 
an atmosphere of calm, 
except for a fistfight in 
front of a polling station at 
mid-day between 

Hizbollah followers and 
those of the pro-Syrian 
Amal movement that forced 
the army to fire machine 
guns in the air and arrest 
three people. 

The Beirut elections are 
the third in Lebanon’s 
region-by-regjon polls for 
the 128-seat parliament. 
Some 377,000 people were 
registered to vote for 92 
candidates contesting 19 
seats up for grabs in the 
capital. 

Voting has already taken 
place in Mount Lebanon 
and the north, while further 
rounds are scheduled on 
Sept. 8 in South Lebanon 
and Sept. 15 in the Bekaa 
Valley of eastern Lebanon. 


Iran’s conservatives oppose 
extension of Rafsanjani term 


15 years 


CAIRO tAFP) — State prosecu- 
tors on Sunday filed charges 
against 65 militants with the 
state high security court ahead of 
their trial for a wave of bombings 
and attacks, police said. “It will 
be the largest trial since the hear- 
ing into the assassination of for- 
mer President Anwar Sadat in 
1981 when more than 100 mem- 
bers of the Jihad were charged." 
said a police official 

The 65 accused, all in deten- 
tion since their arrests in 1994, 
w ere said to be members of the 
armed wing of the main out- 
lawed militant group the Gumaa 
Isiamiyah. and have admitted 
being part of forces led by Talaat 
Yassin Hammam. one of the 
main Gamaa leaders killed in a 
shootout in 1994. 

They are charged with more 
than 40 attacks from the end of 
1993 to the beginning of 1994. 
including the bombings of sever- 
al Cairo banks in February 1994. 
They have also been accused of 
the murders of General Rauf 
KhairaL who headed up the fight 
against the militants in the 
Interior Ministry, and security 
services chief Ahmad Shaalon. In 
addition, the group has been 
charged with firing on a tourist 
bus in old Cairo wounding eight 
Austrians and eight Egyptians 
and attacking two cinemas in the 
Helwan suburb of the capital in 
December 1993. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — 
Iranian conservatives and 
hardliners put up stiff resis- 
tance Sunday to a call by 
moderates to amending the 
constitution so President 
Ali Akbar Has he mi 

Rafsanjani can run for a 
third term in office. 

“The constitution should 
not change with any little 
excuse. This could lead to a 
weakening of the law and is 
not to the interest of the 
country," Parliament 

Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq- 
Nuri said. 

“If we do this it means 
there are no other forces to 
run the country and this is 
an injury," he was quoted 
by the official news agency 
IRNA as saying. 

The speaker is a great 
favourite of the conserva- 
tive camp to replace Mr. 
Rafsanjani, who under the 
constitution may not seek a 
new mandate when his sec- 
ond term expires next July. 

But Mr. Nateq-Nuri said 
he had not yet decided 
whether to run in next sum- 
mer's presidential elections. 

His comments came as 
Tehran Radio announced 
that the president would 
leave Monday for visits to 
Kenya, South Africa. 
Sudan, Tanzania. Uganda 
and Zimbabwe. 

Mr. Rafsanjani's moder- 
ate supporters have intensi- 
fied their lobby for a consti- 
tutional change that would 


allow him to run for a third 
term, although the president 
himself has opposed the 
idea. 

The daily Resalat, which 
reflects the views of the 
right, warned Sunday any 
efforts to amend the law in 
favour of Mr. Rafsanjani 
would make "Iran appear to 
the world as a country that 
makes itself conform to the 
(wishes) of its leaders, 
rather than the opposite." 

Mr. Rafsanjani's support- 
ers argue the president has 
been highly successful in 
his seven years in office, 
notably in carrying out 
development programmes, 
and that he would be hard to 
replace. 

But the hardline weekly, 
Kayhan Havaii. ridiculed 
this logic, saying the presi- 
dent should not be the only 
one to receive credit. 

“Institutionalising the law 
would be the best guarantee 
to ensure the continuation 
of the construction drive," it 
said. "A change in the gov- 
ernment will not even 
slightly halt the trend." 

Iran's paramount leader 
Ayarollah Ali Khamenei is 
the only person here with 
the power to change the 
law, but he appears to be 
opposed to the initi atMtg->. 


trice exposed by 
Gascoigne’s latest 
prank 


( ( i 


CHISINAU, Moldova fRl 
England's irrepressible mid: 
fielder Paul Gascoigne wa s / .-[ Vk " 
up to Ins old tricks, puling 
down his team mate Paul- § 

Ince's trousers in front of ^ < 

astonished crowd iull 1 1 1. 
Moldova. Ince was clamber- (IH 
rag over a wall at the 
Republican Stadium Jq 
C hisinau as Glam Hoddk's f*'* 
England players tried tojV^ f-4 
escape heavy rain during anjr W A 
under-21 clash. Gascoigne, * . * 

whose compulsive practical j n fill 
joking has landed him mf ‘ 
trouble in the past, tugged • 
down the Inter Milan platilfiOl 1 
er’s trousers in front ol3“ 
group of press photogra- 1 i. in _d -4* "*■ 
phers. Hoddle. coaching the ^jSitsk * 
side for the first tinw, J 
declined to comment on the 
incident. 


Colombian top cop’s 
son seeks ‘Mr. World 1 


BOGOTA tR) — The son of .. - 
Colombia's barrel-chested ' - 
and tough-talking national 
police chief will re presen) 
Colombia in the first-evei . 
"Mr. world" beauty pageant,"-- 
Bogota's El Tiempo newspa- 
per said. It said the pageant 1. 
organised by the same peopie 
responsible for the “‘Miss;. 7 . 
World" contest, would be' * 
held in mid-September gT 
Istanbul, and that Colomtf , 1 .1 
would be among about x). ' 
countries participating. Geri."., . ; 
Rosso Jose Serrano Serrano’s ; . . - 
25-year-old son, Franz, is a/ ' ." 
professional model who H; 
Tiempo said was recently . 
elected “Mr. Colombia" iniv x y 

local run-up to the “Mr 

World” contest _ 


Lesbian couple held 
first gay wedding in 
Austria 


o deal 


VIENNA (R) — Austria's ^ 

first homosexual wedding ^ , 

took place Saturday 1 

days of controversy amonjl ill Li l III 
Protestant clerics over 
whether to allow rite serviceH- .-k » - v 

to go ahead. Around 100 peo-„ ; _ 
pie gathered in tijfe 
Evangelical Church in:rr . 

Vienna’s Simmering district • 

to witness the service for j: . 

lesbian couple, the 
homosexual wedding to be r 
officially blessed by a idkjk,. 
gion in this staunchly Romaa-a^ S"' - 
Catholic country. The . 

women, named only as Juta^Vj ; .. 
and Irene, wore skirts and-j^, 'X ^ ■ 
black jackets and both car-: T. "... 

ried bouquets of white “ ’ 

yellow flowers. One is f-i, 

Viennese woman, the other 1 ^ i' iv 
German. 'srv.i.' ‘ ’ 


U.S. dub to boast ; ^ “ 

unionised nude dancers 

' Mir,;-,- - .; ‘ 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) - ‘-to 1 ‘ ' : 

Nude dancers at a San '“0 .. 

Francisco club have voted tP ^ - . .• ^ 

become the only ones in the '• .V “ 

United States to belong taa^u _ 
union, union officials satflV^S : L ..' Y 
Employees of the Lusty Lad)' 

Club in San Fiancisc^Ju.i, ^ " 

North Beach district ' 

57-15 to unionise in ar.,] ' 

National Labour Relation J - ‘ f*^' 

Board . election held 
Thursday and Friday. •> 
spokeswoman for local 7# ( . v ^ J;iri _ : 
of the Service Employes 
International Union said. No 
other exotic dancers in ti* •' ' V ' 

nation are known to belong ;r.- . .. 
to a union. Strippers ataSffl , ." s ; ;: - 
Diego club set up an open * ; 

union shop several years ago- 
but the dub is no long* ^ ^ . ‘, 1 " 1 
unionised, union officii " 

said. Club managers, who art | 1 >- r.:- 

reported to oppose the unktf 
drive, could not be reached 
• for comment Saturday. ;■'% £ ^ P .«!■; 
Customers enter booths ai ifr 
club and pay to watch scan* h!n ;k; 


Our work is to be a 
object, but that doesn’t A 

that we shouldn't be guafff /;• invc*;-,, 
teed certain basic protecti 016 ne- 

and rights," a dancer at d* 5 l> Te \p.'. 

club, identified only as JaO^ r arc 

told San Francisco’s KCBS -A'. Snv ^ 

Radio this week. * \\ 

: 


